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TtIS 



INTRODUCTION. 



There is no species of publication which 
seems to be more agreeably received^ than thatj 
which illustrates the characters of men distinguished 
for their abilities^ venerable for their erudition^ and 
admired for their virtues. The political history 
of great men is useful and necessary to many ; 
but the domestic history of all men is useful and 
necessary to all. 

Among the materials from whence the biogra- 
pher forms the volume of domestic characters^, 
private letters are considered as the most valua- 
ble, because they are the most unequivocal autho- 
rities of real sentiment and opmvotk. C»q\ss«i^^- 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

tion is too fugitive to be remembered; public 
declarations may be oftentimes suspected; but 
the epistolary communications of friendship may 
be depended upon^ as faithful to the mind from 
'whence they arise. The fbllowiiig letters^ there* 
fore^ as proceeding from a nobleman^ whose 
great talents promised no small utility to his 
country^ and whose character has been the sub« 
ject of such general speccdation^ inll, withouf: 
doubt^ meet with a favourable reo^ion. 

That they were not written witbthe mostAstant 
idea of being offered to die worlds will be evident 
Id every reader ; and, mreiy, no inoomsiderable 
litare of merit will be aUowed them from such a 
circumstance. They may want, perhaps, the cor- 
rectness and accuracy of prepared compositions; 
but they possess that easy smcerity, and that <^n 
mibosoming of sentiments, which form the charm 
of epistolary correspondence. 

Some Hberdcs have been taken witfi the lettew 



lNTBaJ>VCT10N. Iftt 

at lm^> hy omi^tk^ such as alluded to transact 
tions which ife wodd already toa well knom^ €f 
which it woidd. be shame&d to betray. Bat oo 
alteration has been made in any individual letter^ 
^ceptan occafflomal rdienrhanent of expresskms^ 
w4iicb> howeTer coaunon in £iriiiODaUe life> of 
wiobaerred ki fasbionaUe conversation^ would 
pot justify tl»eir being condensed into piint> and 
BU^t give cause of offence to the acnipuloiia 
reader. 

There may be also some irregularity in the dis- 
position of the letters: the thirteenth, and the 
last, should have an earlier place : but they were 
already numerically arranged ; and^ as a precise 
order does not seem to be material^ no alteration 
of this kind has been attempted^ which^ after all^ 

must have been made upon conjecture. 
t 

As these letters were, in general, without any 
dates, and not one of them marked with that of 
the yeao it was thought proper to oxciVi ^^x& 



VIII INTRODUCTION. 

throughout. The thirtieth letter^ which appears 

» 

to have been written the last of the collection^ 
bears^ in the manuscript copy^ a conjectural 
date of the summer of '1775. As it was 
a matter of particular request^ it was thoi^ht 
prudent to suppress the names of those . persons 
to whom these letters were addressed : though it 
is rather natural to suppose^ that every reader^ 
who has lived ; in Jthe world, will form very pro- 
bable conjectures of them, without any great 
exercise of thought or power of divination. 
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LETTERS, &c. 
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LETTER I. 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

You do me great injustice : I receive your let- 
ters with the greatest pleasure; and I gave your 
last the usual welcome, though every line was 
big with reproaches to me. I feel myself greatly 
mortified that you should have a suspicion of 
any neglect on my part. When I cease to an- 
swer your addresses, you will be justified in sup- 
posing me careless about them: till then, you 
will, I hope, do me the justice, as far at least 
as relates to yourself, to think welf of me. I 
very sensibly feel the advantage of your good 
opinion, and the loss of it would greatly affect 
me. You may be assured that my insensibiHty 
to reputation is not such as soiwe ^vsxX. vA \s\^ 

la 



conduct may have given you ;'ea8on to believe : 
for^ after all hia blustering and looking big, the 
heart of the worst man cannot be at ease, when 
he forces a look of contempt towards the ill opi- 
nion of mankind. In spite of all his bravadoes, 
he is an hypocrite twelve hours out of the four 
and twenty; and hypocrisy, as it is well said, 
is the homage which Vice pays to Virtue: un- 
vvillingly, I confess ; but still she is forced to pay it. 

I will most frankly acknowledge to you, that 
I have been as well disposed to turn my back 
upon the good opinion of the world as any one 
in it ; and that I have sometimes accomplished 
this important business without confusitm of 
face, but never* without confusion of heart. 
On a late veiT mortifying occasion, it was not 
in my power to possess myself either w ith one 
or the other. At a public and very numerous 
ineeting in the county where my father lives, 
where great part of his property lies, where his 
influence is considerable, and his name respect- 
able, I was not only deserted but avoided ; and 
the women conld not have discovered more hor- 
ror on my approaching them, if I had been 7V/r- 
(juin himself. I found myself alone in the crowd, 
and, which is as bad, alone out of the crowd. I 
passed the evening without company ; and two 
or three such evenings would either have driven 



tne to despair^ or have reformed me. I \va» 
then convinced^ as I always am when I write 
to you^ that there is some particle of good still 
remaining in me : but I flew from that solitary 
scene which gave such a comiction, to renew 
that dissolute intemperance which would destroy it. 

It is a great misfortune, that vice, be it what 
it may, will find some one or other to flatter it ; 
and that there should be assemblies of people, 
where, when public and honourable society has 
hissed you from the stage, you may find, not 
only reception, but applause — little earthly pan^ 
de/nouiumSy where you meet with every means to 
hush the pains of rejection, and to guard against, 
the intrusions of conscience. It requires a most 
gigantic resolution to suffer pain, when passion 
quickens every sense, and every enticing object 
beckons to enjoyment. I was not born a Stoic, 
nor am I made to be a martyr ! So much do I 
hate and detest pain, that I think all good must 
be dear that is to be purchased with it. Peni<^ 
tence is a rack where offences have been griev-*" 
ous. To sit alone and court Reflection, which 
will come perhaps, every moment, with a swing- 
ing sin at her back, and to be humble and patient 
beneath the stripes of such a scourge ; by heavens, 
it is not in human nature to bear it ! I am sure> 
at Jeast^ it is not in mine.^— If I could go toconfes-. 

b2 



SKm, nice « good papist^ and have the score wiped 
offfttonce, el kt baimt heure! But t# repeat 
like a sobbing, pairalytic presbyterian^ will not 
do for me : I am not fat enough to repent that 
wav. George Bodens uiaj be qualified for such 
tt system of contrrtiofi ; but my skinny shape will 
not bear mortification : and, if I were to attempt 
the subdual of my carnal lust by fasting and 
prayer, I should be soon fosted and prayed into 
the family vault, and disappoint the worms of 
their meals. 

I have had, as you well know, some serious 
conversations with my father upon the subject ; 
and OYte evening he concluded a christian lecture 
ftf a most unchristian length, by recommending 
mc to address Heaven to have mercy upon me, 
and to join my prav'ers to his constant and pater- 
ual ones tor my reformation. Tliese expressions, 
^ ilh bis preceding counsels, and his affecting de- 
H\ ery of them, had such an effect upon me, that, 
hke the king in H»mlet> I had bent the stub- 
born sinews of mv knees, when it occurred to me 
ihnt my devotions might be seen through the 
key-hole. This drew me from my pious attitude ; 
and, having secured this aperture, so unfriendly 
to secret deeds, I thought it wouM not be an 
lifseless precaution to letdown the windo^v-cttrtains 
also; ami, during the perfoitrnmce of that cero 



mony^ some lively music^ w^ich dtriick up in 
the street, caught my attention^ and gave a sud- 
den, flirt to all my devout ideas, so I girded 
on my sword, and went to the Little Theatre 
in the Haymarket, where Mrs. Cole and the 
Reverend Dr. Squintum soon put me out ol 
humour with praying, and into humour with 
myself. 

I really began this letter in very sober serious- 
ness ; and, though I have strayed from my grave 
airs into something that wears a ludicrous ap* 
pearance, I beg ef you not to give up all hopes 
of my amendment. If there were but half ft 
fk>zen people in the world, who woidd affoi'd me 
iiie kind encouragement I receive from you, it 
would, I verily believe, work a reformation in 
the prodigal : but the world has marked me 
down for so much dissoluteness, as to doubt, at 
all times, of the sincerity of my repentance. 

has already told me, more than once, 

that I am got so deep into die mud as to make 
k highly improbable that I should ever get oiit ; 
tliat I am too bad ever to be good ; and that my 
future lot is either to be an open villain, or an 
undeceiving hypocrite. Pretty encouragement,, 
truly ! Lady Huntingdon would tell me another 
story ; but, however that may be, I shall never 
give myself up for lost, while I retain a seasc 



6 

bf your merit, and a value for your friendship. 
With these sentiments I take my leave, and beg 
of you to be assured that I am most sincerely 

Yours, SiG. 



LETTER II. 

So turns up his cyes^ and signifi- 
cantly shrugs his shoulders, when my name is 
mentioned ; and, to continue tlic farce, pretendi) 
to lament me as a disgrace to his family ! I am 
almost ashamed to acknowledge it, but this idle 
history has given me a .more stinging morti^ca- 
tion than I almost ever felt. How insignificant 
must he become, who is openly despised by iiH 
significance ! and how loud imust 'the hiss of the 
world be, when such a puny whipster insults me ! 
If honourable men were to speak of me Mithcon- 
tempt, I should submit without resentment.; for 
I have deserved it If they should bestow their 
pity u^«on me, I should thank them for giving me 
more than I deserve. If mankind despise, I have 
only to resist, or fly from the contempt ; but to 
be an object of supercilious airs, from one who, 
t:^vo years ago, would have wiped the dust from 



off my shoes, and who, perhaps, two years hence, 
will be proud of die same office, — a, puny prattler, 
who does not possess a sufficient degree of talent 
or importance' to give dignity either to virtue or 
crime, — 'I say, to be the butt of such a one se- 
verely mortifies me. Were I on the other side 
of the water, his back-biting looks and shrugs 
should be changed in a moment to well-made 
bows and suppliant postures. If I live, the scur- 
vy knave shall do me homage! It really frets 
me, that I cannot, in four and t^venty hours, 
meet him face to face, and make his subservient 
attentions give the lie to his humbling compas- 
sion, in the presence of those before whom be 
has traduced me. The day of my revenge will 
come, when he shall open his mouth for me 
to spit in it, as he was wont to do, and per- 
form every dirty trick for which parasites were 
formed. His genius is to fetch and carry; a very 
spaniel, made to fawn and eat your leavings ; 
whose whole courage rises no higher than to ape 
a snarl. If I live to outlive this sniffling peda- 
gogue, I shall see him make a foolish end of it. 
Mark my words — I am a very Shylock — I will 
have Revenge! 

The last w^ord I have wTitten puts me in mind 

^f telling you that ■ has been with me 

for some time. The rascal, who is a priest int^ 
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iii/B bargaiDj canied ofma Jbriis in a syringe for 
three months together, ^to squirt the fiery iiquor 
into the eyes of a fortonate rival. In this diabo- 
lical design he succeeded^ and the object of his 
]|udice was for ever deprived of half his sight. I 
have conversed with him on the horrors of this 
trausactiou^ but the ItaliuH finds a consolation 
in his own infernal feelings, and a justification 
in the dying command of his father, whose last 
words composed tiiis emphatic seiitence, — *^ Re- 
membtr^ ^lUf son, that Revenge is sweet r 

Tins man is capable of anj villainy^ if money 
is to be get by it; and I doubt not but he might 
be bribed to undertake, without hesitation, rob- 
bery, seduction, rape, and murder. However, 
my si^>erior virtue for once overawed his villainy : 
for he most certainly had it in his power to ha%*e 
robbed me of a large sum of money, without the 
possibility of a discovery ; and, if he thought it 
necessary, he might have disf^atched me with as , 
little danger. I have since asked him what strange 
fit of virtue, or fear of the devil, came across him, 
when he had such an opportunity to make his 
fortune ? The impudent rascal replied, at once, 
that he had very powerful suggestions to send me 
to the other world ; and that, if, fortunately for 
him, 1 had possessed one single virtue, he should, 
without ceremony, have dispatched me to my 
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reward. Tliis events, I thinks will make a com- 
plete Mandevillian of me. You see, for your eo- 
couragement, that a bad life is good for some- 
thing ; and for the good example which the world 

ft 

will receive from me in times to come^ it will be 
indebted to the veiy bad one I have already given 
it. — After this signal and providential preserva-- 
tion, I cannot but think that Heaven has some- 
thing particularly great in store for me. 

As I tell it you, this history has the air of a 
badinage; but you may be assured that it is a real 
fact, and I am sorry that tlie circumstances of it 
are too long and various to be inserted in a letter.. 
I believe you know something -of the man; but> 
if you repeat what I have written to any one who 
is acquainted with him, you will soon find that I- 
have had a very narrow escape. I have bribed 
him to leave me, and he is gone for England. 
ITie story of Lewis the Fourteenth and his Bar- 
ber is well known ; and you may, if you please, 
apply it to 

Your affectionate, &c. 
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LETTER III. 

MV DEAR FRIEND, 

• 

I OUR letter, which I received no longer age 
than yesterday, would do honour to the most ce- 
lebrated name among the moral writers of any 
period. It is the most sensible, easy, and concise 
history of the Passions I have ever read. Indeed, 
it has not been my lot to have given any great 
portion of my time to such studies. Tliese pow- 
ers have kept me too much in the sphere of their 
own tumultuous whirlwinds, to leave me the lei- 
Mire of examining them. I have been, am, and I 
fear shall be, their sport and their slave; 'and 
when I shall acquire that serenity of charac- 
ter which will enable me to examine them wlih 
a philosophical sci-utiny, I cannot tell. My ex- 
pectations are at such a distance upon this 
point, that I am almost ashamed to mention my 
apprehensions to you. It is, however, treating 
you with the confidence you deserve, to tell you, 
that from my soul I think the very source of them 
must be dried up before they will lose their em- 
pire over me. In the lively expression of the 
poet, ** they are the elements of life," without 
which man would be a mass of insensible and 
unintelligent matter. Now, it is that happy com- 
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poand of these elementary particles of intellectual 
life, that you so well describe, so thoroughly un- 
derstand, and soliappily possess, which I despair 
of attaining. I have the resolution to make 
resolutions, but it extends no farther, I cannot 
keep them: and to escape from the misery 
brought on by one passion, i have so habituated 
myself to bathe in a branch of the same flood, 
that I cannot look for any other relief. — You very 
naturally ask me Where all this must endf — ^I 
know not! — and to similar interrogatories I have 
sometimes madly replied, X care noti — But I 
shall not offend you with such a declaration ; and 
when I am writing to you, I do not feel myself 
disposed to do it. In answering you, therefore, 
I shall adopt the language of the ruined game- 
ster, who addressed his shadow in the glass: 
^^ Je vous ai dit et redit, Malheureux! que^ si 
xous contintiez djaire de pareils tours, vaus iriez 

.a r/wpitair 

You lay great stress upon the powers of Rea- 
•son, and, in truly philosophical language, heighten- 
•ed by the most proper and affecting imagery, pre- 
sent this sage directress of weak mortals to my 
attention. I receive her at your band, respect 
"her as your friend, and venerate her as the cause 
of your superiority over me : but whether she 
perceives that my respect is insincere^ ot t^Yassw^- 
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bers how shamefully I have neglected her ; so it 
is^ that she slides insensibly from me^ and I see 
her no more. — My bark rides steady for a mo- 
ment^ but it is not long ere it a<^n becomes the 
sport of winds and billows. But^ after all^ and 
without any blasphemous arraignment of the 
order of Providence, permit me to ask you. Why 
is this principle, implanted in 6ur natures for the 
wise and happy regulation of them^ so weak in 
itself, so slow in its progress, and so late in its 
maturity ? If it is designed to controul our Pas- 
sions, why does it not keep pace with them? — 
w herefore does it not grQW with their growth, — 
and strengthen icith their streunth ? — and wliat 
cause can be assigned that the one are ripe for 
gratification before tlie other has scarce bursted 
into blossom? Let us, however, take a long 
stride from the iml>ecility of youth, to the firmness 
of mature age, and we shall see that the Passions 
have only changed their form ; that Reason still 
totters, is frequently driven from her throne, and 
even desprts those who have most cultivated her 
friendship, and acknowledged her power. The 
contest frequently continues tluough life, and the 
superiority as often ends, where it always begins,, 
on the side of Passion. We may be said even 
sometimes to outUve Reason, while Passion of 
some kind, and, many times, of the worst kind, 
will preserve its influence to tiie last. To con- 
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rlude the matter, how often doe/r die klnp of 
Kuman reason become extinct, 3rielding corporal 
nature a prey to passion in tWe extrenie> v^ho^e 
tortures ^re rendeied more fierce by tlic iron re- 
straints of necessary pofcy a»id medical inter|>o- 
aition \ 

If it were possible to trace the course of Rea- 
soH iiv tlN? mind of ti>e be^t man that ever lived, 
i'loin itH first budding to a fulness of n>aturity, 
wbil a mortih'in^j^ scene wouW be wnveiled! 
What ch4»cks aud delays, what tranquillity and t»» 
mult, wlmt frcfjifcent extinction and renovation, 
what rapid flights and siidden dov^'nfals, what 
content and snbmissitm, \voukl compose tlie ope- 
rations oif thi» rightful mistress of hivman actions ! 
Men of cold tempers, and kibitilated to reflec- 
tion, may cry up this distinctive faculty of m»n ; 
they may chauut its apotheosis, and build tem- 
ples to it* houour: such were I^rd Shaftesbury 
and Mr. Addison ; — and they may be joined by 
those whose fortunate education and early con- 
nexions have given to their warmer dispositions 
the best objects : in that confined but happy so- 
ciety I must place my friend, whose kind star 
preserved his youth from temptation, and blest 
his bloom of manhood with the ample and ail- 
satisfying pleasures of virtuous love. — You will 
not suspect me of wishing to diminish the rcalitv 
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of that merit which I so much admire^ or ef a 
desire to damp the glow of that virtue whose lus- 
tre cannot be diminished by my envy, or heighten- 
ed by my praise ; but^ in the course of human 
affairs, time and chance have so much to do^ that 
I cannot suppose even your worth to be without 
some obligations to them. 

To conclude this very, very long letter, I must 
beg leave to obser\'e, that I do not understand 
why Reason, that divinity of philosophers, should 
be cooped up in the confined region of the brain, 
while the Passions are permitted to range at large, 
and without restraint, through every other part of 
the body. — ^I see you smile ; — but be assured that 
these two jarring powers are, for a moment, both 
united in me^ to assure you tliat I am, with a real 
sincerity. 

Yours, &c» 
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LETIT.R IV. 



I AVAIL myself, Madain^ of the very obliging 
offer you made me of sufi"ering a small parcel to 
occupy an useless pocket in your coach. It is of 
some little importance ; but if the custom-house 
officers at Dover should suspect you of being a 
smuggler of lace, as you certainly are of other and 
better things, and insist upon examining its con- 
tents, I beg you will indulge their curiosity with- 
out ceremony. On your arrival in London , when 
any of your servants should be unemployed, I 
must desire the additional favour of its being sent 
to the place where it is addressed. 

I feel myself extremely mortified, that a cold, 
which forbids me to utter any thing more than a 
whisper, should have prevented me from offering 
you my personal wishes for your health and hap- 
piness, an agreeable journey, and a safe arrival in 
England, where your friends will feel a delight in 
seeing you, which can be only equalled by their 
regret whom you have left behind. Among the 
number of them I am not the least sincere ; and. 
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though I found your gates but very seldom open 
for me, I am truly grateful to you for the pleasure 
I received whenever you indulged me with the 
honour of an admittance. 

Perhaps your caution, in this particuhir, pro- 
ceeded from an ill opinion of me ; you might con- 
sider me as a person too dangerous to break with 
open!)-, or too intruding to trust with familiarity. 
If so, you have done me wrong, and, what is more, 
you have done injustice to yourself. There is a 
dignity in virtue like yours, wliich commands re- 
spect from ^11; and the worst of men would 
be overawed in his approaches to it. Perhaps, 
JNfadam, there was also a little compassion min- 
gled with your reserve. You must be conscious 
bf your charms ; but possessed of an heart which 
would find no glory in coquettish triumphs, you 
did not sufler nie to approach you, lest I should 
be scorched by the beams of that beauty which is 
Sufficient to intlanie all, and which you preserve 
for one. If such humane considerations governed 
the orders which were given to your SwisSy it.be* 
comes me to express my grateful sense of your 
kindness : but, if you acted from motives not so 
favourable to me, I mast lament, as a tenfold 
mi'sfortime, that you should add another thong 
to the scourge of injustice. 



1 believe in hiy heart, that your society, anci 
such as I should have met with you, would have 
been of great use and benefit to me ; and that, in 
being so sparing of your welcomes, you omitted 
doing a great good. Tlie^ery business of this 
letter has made a gloomy mind less gloomy ; and, 
if I had half a dozen letters to write to half a 
dozen persons like yourself, if so many could be 
found in -the world, it would make this day, in 
spite of every unpleasant indisposition, one of the 
happiest and best of my life. During the future 
part of it, what of good or honour is destined for 
me, I cannot tell ; but I shall ever consider it as 
a very great and most flattermg privilege, when- 
ever you will permit me, in any manner, to assure 
you with what real respect 

I am, &c. 



LETTER V. 



Of allthe birds in the air, who should have been 

hfere but • ! I met her in the , 

where she could not well avoid me, though I saw 
in her looks a wish to do it. She received me 
tl>erefore with great politeness ; conversed witli 
much ease and vivacity during the wa\k\ "axA^ 

c 
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when I revested pennisuon to wak on^ier, she 
granted it^ in that sort of maaaer^ ^liich told fiie> 
in as .strong terms as looks 4;ould ^ive, ^^ You 
*^ are very imprudent to risk such a request ; but, 
as an absolute refusal naght raise conjectures ia 
those about us unfayoiurable to you^ I wMl not 
answer you with a denial^ and my gates ^haM 
not always be shut against you. But you wilt 
^ do well to proportion your visits to Y/hat you 
may naturally conceive to be my desire." And 
she has kept her word. During six we^s (bat 
she was here, I called ten times, and was admit- 
ted only thrice, when there was a great deal of 
company. — ^This is a very superior woman ; for, 
while she conducts herself in such a manner to me, 
as to tell me plainly, that the reapect she has for 
my family is the only inducement to give me the 
reception she^does; there is not a single look suf- 
fered to escape her, from which .any person might 
form the most distant suspicion of her sentiments 
concerning me. It is my blab of a conscience 
that does the biismess for me ; — it is that keen- 
sighted lynx, which sees things impervious to 
every other eye : and thus 1 expose myself to my» 
self^ when I appear without spot or blenaish to 
the ciFcIe about me. 



is a very fine woman, « very 



sensible woman^ and^ what is more rare, u very 
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rational woman. Tlie three qualities of beauty, 
talents, and wisdo.m, which are generally supposed 
to be incompatible in the same female character, 
are, however, united in her. There is another 
ciroMiQat^nce whio|i, tiiiCMi^)^ a ,rake, I cannot 4^ut 
admire, m^ which ith^ mo^t 4issoliUe respect in 
otihers, though th^y «re siUr^uaj^s ito it thenaselves; 
— 1 mean ^onstanc^. From tk^ united pfiQcipks 
ot* duty mnA Section, she is faithful to her husr 
feand, who, U> a»y tke truth, )ug)4y 4eserve»s it 
Such a woman is capable of 9^king jthe bad good« 
the iocojQi^ai^ stable, ^^ the giddy wis^; somI he« 
who woald wis}^ to «(ee wJial; is most perfect w4 
respectaMe in die feanale chaii^^ter, wo^ld do 
well to m^e a ^i^imige to see and converse 
wiih her. I ws^ so very much afflict^ with ^ 
jL^old, as not 4o be able 4o go a^d ha^ her to the 
coadi ou her departure; which was a circiun** 
'slance sttii mons afflictii^ than the eold: so I 
consoled myself by writing her a letter, which 
was half serious, more than half gallant, s^ #* 
most sincere. 

If you could, by any mea^is, discover, — and I 
should think it would be in your power to do it 
without much trouble,-— whether she has at any 
time mentioned it, and, if so, in what ns^anner she 
expressed henself, you would very sensibly g,ratify 
tine curiosity of Your ^affectionate, &.c. 

c ^ 
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LETTER VI. 

It is so long since I received your letter, that I 
am almost ashamed to answer it ; and be assured, 
that, in writing my apology, tind asking your par- 
tlon,'I act with a degree of resolution that I have 
seldom experienced. I hardly expect that you 
^'ill receive the one, or grant the other : I do not 
^deserve either, or indeed any kindness from you 
of any -sort; for I have been very ungrateful. I 
am myself very sensible of it, and very much ap- 
prehend that you will be of the same opinion. I 
was never more conscious of my follies than at 
this moment: and, if you should have withdrawn 
yourself from the very few friends which are left 
me, I shall not dare to complain; for I deserve 
the loss, and can only lament, that another and a 
deeper shade will be added to ray life. The very 
idea of such a misfortune is most grievous; and 
nothing can be more painful than the reflectioa 
of suffering it from a fatal, ill-starr'd, and abor- 
tive infatuation, which 'will prove my bane. I 
have written letters? since I received yours, to 
many who have never done vme any kindness^ 
to some who have betrayed me ; and to others 
whoee corresppiiidence administered no one com- 
J'ort to my he^rt, or honour to my character: and 



fbr them, at least engaged witK tKem, I Have neg- 
Ifected you, to whose disinterested friendship I anar- 
so much indebted, and which is now become the* 
only point whereon to fix my anchor of hope. 

But tliis is not alf: if it were, fhave something- 
MTithin m^ which would whisper your forgiveness ;^ 
for you know of what frail materials I am made, 
and have ventured^ in the face of the world's ma- 
lice, to prognosticate favourably of my riper life. 
But r fear that you will think meanness added to 
ingratitude, when I tell you, that I am called' 
back to acknowledge your past goodness to me^. 
and to ask a repetition of it, not from any re- 
new'ed sentiments of hotioor or gratitude, but by 
immediate and wringing distress. In such a situ- 
ation your idea presented- itself to me; an idea 
which was not encouraged in seasons of enjoy- 
ment: it never wished to share my pleasure, but^. 
like the first-born, of friendship^ it hastened to 
partake my pain. Though it came in so lovely a^ 
form, I dared not bid it welcome ; and I started,. 
as at the sight of one whom I had severely in-^ 
jured, whose neglect, contempt, and revenge, I 
might justly dread, while I did not possess the 
least means of resistance, nor had a covert lefL 
where I might fly for refuge ! 

; This is a very painful confession^ aud^ vi\ll> t 
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hope, plead my cause in your bosom^ aud win yot» 

to grant my request. I hswe written to 

for some time past^ and have never been favoured 
widi one line of reply. Indeed, it has been, 
hinted, that he refuses to read my letters. How- 
ever that may be> he most certainly does not an- 
swer them. In order, therefore, that I may know 
my fate, and be certain of my doom, I most earn- 
estly and submissively entreat you to deliver the 
enclosed letter into his hands. — If I should be 
deserted by you both, the conseqiiences may be of 
such a nature> as, in the most angry paroxysm, 
you would, neither of you, wish to 

Your most obliged, &c. 
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LETTER VIL 
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I Return you an my tbadcs for the eniftnr* 
vMps yo» have UMide t» sstisfy ihe wishes ef ntf 
last letter. I am very grateful to youy tbough* 
they have proved fruitless. I suppose she de- 
stroy^ef the f&per ^ moment she kad pemsied 



the contents of it> Perhaps ske did tot even 
4eign to read it, but delivered it iinmediately to 
the flames, as tainted and infectious in coann^ 
from so unholy a person as I am. The idea mop*- 
tifies me. To be treated with contempt is always 
painful, and more so to those wh3 deserve it, as 
they have^ no shelter in themselves to wMch tjhey 
can fly for protection: in their own hed;rts they 
will find the echo of those somids against which 
they shut their ears; while the good man poy^ 
sesses a shield in hhi virtue, and returns compas* 
sion for injustice. Contempt becomes still more 
poignant, when it is conducted with a dfelicacy 
which does not give you the most momentary op* 
portunity of returning it ; when it is so blended 
with good-humour and external decorum as to 
let no one see it bat the eonscious victim. 

In this manner did the fair Lady manage the 
matter with me: she honoured me wi^ every 
znbrk of exterior reispect ; «he suflfered no polite 
attention or civility to escape her; at the same 
time, her conduct towards me was so general and 
equally tempered, thiat she won me, as it were by 
eiK:bantment, into the same mode, and precluded 
{anuliarity. I had indeed brought myself to the 
i^solution* of making my approaches more nearly, 
1%*hen she immediately discovered my design, apd, 
by a»Ling some questions about my father, which 



were wholly unexpected on my part, and* cX)n^ 
nected with some very stinging ideas^ she threw 
me at once to my former distance^ dissipated in a 
moment the impudence I had collected for the 
occasion^ and I have never seen Her since. 

You have some sportable fancies upon the sub- 
ject, and you are welcome to them f but for once 
you are beside the iiRirk ; and, though your incre- 
dulity may oppose itself to my assertion, believe 
me that I have an honest respect for this woman> 
and it is on that account that I am so severely 
wounded by her treatment of nre. The contempt 
of half mankind is not worth the smile it occasi- 
ons : they act from caprice,- folly, weakness, envy, 
or some base motive ; they join the vulgar cla- 
mour they know not why; and their hiss, though 
loud, gives not the pain of a moment : but the 
scorti of good and honourable men is the fruit of 
conviction : it springs from an avfia-sion to what 
-is contrary to their own excellence, and cannot b^ 
retorted. There is no other m ay of being re- 
venged of them, but in giving the lie to their un* 
favourable prognostications, by an immediate and 
complete reformation J and this is a difficulty, my 
friend, of whose arduous nature you are equally 
sensible with myself. — Facilis descensus Averniy 
— sed revocare gradum, &c. 8cc. &c* — ^The road 
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6y contrition to amendment is Euniiliating, pain^- 
ftil, and diflScult; and-the greater part of guilty 
mortals adopt the sentiments of Macbeth : — 



-'* I am in blood 



Stept in so- far> that, should I wade no more,. 
Heturning were as bad as to go o*er." 

But to the purpose : I have another commis- 
sion for you, in which I flatter myself you will be 
be more successful than in your last. You must 
know, then, T am in a bad plight, and there is 
no good ground of expectation that matters will 
go better with me : on the contrary, the prospect 
is a dark one, and the gloom increases every step 
I take. To extricate myself, if possible, I wrote 

to , who has not answered my letters, and> 

I am disposed to think, never opens them. I was, 
therefore, under.flie necessity of addressing a very 

pitiful, penitential epistle to . I have used 

him scurvily, and made such an ill return to all 
his zeal to serve me, that I have too much reasoa 
to apprehend his resentment. He passed through 

about six weeks ago, without inquiring 

after me. However,^ without appearing to know 
any thing of that circumstance, I ventured to tell 
a miserable tale to him, and to beseech /his kind- 
ness would once more interest itself in my behalf^ 
by delivering a letter into — — — -'s own hands^ 
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It would be an easy matter^ I should imagine> 
to discover if he has complied with my re- 
quest. T will inform you if he has been 

lately, and when, in street. Perhaps he 

may have scented out something more ; and what- 
ever you can discover, I shotiM b^ gM to know 
widi all possible diispirtch. They wilt, probably, 
be slow in their operations, whatever they may 
he ; and your information will direct my hopes, 
or confirm my fears^ — will either give a sunshine 
to the present shade, or prepare me for the worst, 
-Adieu, and believe me 

Ever yours, &c. 
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LETTER VIII. 

I CfU accuse fhe of tieglect in. not iilfornliilg yoii 
tliat I \<^as in London. Believe me, I had every 
disposition in the \torld to do it, but was opposed! 
by circumstances, ^'hich, among other mortiti- 
catiorts, prcivetited nie from seeing }o:i. I came 
to Engfand in so private a mariner, that t inra- 
giued no one would, or, ittdeed. Could know of 
fny arrival; blif, by a ciombiriation of unlucky 
ciicumstauces, the secret was discovered^ and by 
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those who were the most likely to make a very 
unpleasant use of their knowledge. I was, there- 
fore, obliged to shift my plan, and to beg H-; ^. 

to give me an asylum in his house, where he very 
kindly received and entertained me. My abode 
was not suspected by any one ; and I remained 
there till certain people were persuaded that I had 
never left the Continent, or was again returned to 
it ; and till the hell-hounds, which were in pur- 
suit of me, had relaxed their search. 

You must, certainly, have heard roe mention 
something of my Host and Hostess : they are the 
most original couple that ever were paired toge- 
ther : and their singularity effected what, I be- 
lieve, no other amusement could have attained — 
it made me forget the disagreeableness of my si- 
tuation. He possesses a strange, wild, rhapsodic 
genius, which, however, is not uncultivated ; and, 
amid a thousand odd whimsical ideas, he pro- 
duces original bursts of poetry and understanding 
that are charming. She is a foreigner, assumes^ 
the title of Countess, and, without knowing how 
to write or read, possesses, in the circumstance of 
dress, behaviour, &c., all l)er husband^s disposi- 
tions. She is fantastic, grotesque, outree, and 
wild ; nevertheless, at times,^ there are very pleas- 
ing gleams of propriety in her manners and ap- 
pearance. 
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r cannot describe so well as you may conceive- 
tlie striking and odd contrast of these two charac- 
ters : and what strange sparks are produced by 
the collision of them. When she imagines that 
Cytherea acknowledges her divinity, and he grasps 
in his hand the Tyre of Apollo ; when the goddess 
unfolds herself to view with imaginary millions at 
lier feet, and when the god^ chides the chairs and* 
tables for not being awakened into a cotillion by 
his strains ; in short, when the sublime fit of mad- 
ness is on, it is an august scene : but if the divi- 
nities should rival each other, heaven changes in- 
stantly to hell, Venus becomes a trull, and Plidf— 
bus a blind fidler. It is impossiblie to describe the 
riot ; not only reflections, but things of a mo* e 
solid nature are thrown at each other. Homer's 
genius is absolutely necessary to paint celestiar 
combats. But it ends not here: this superb 
opera, which was acted, at least during my stay, 
three times a week, and rehearsed' generally every 
day, for the most part, has an happy conclusion. 
The contest requires the support of nectar, which 
softens the edge of resentment, puts the parties in 
good humour, and they are soon disposed to ac- 
knowledge each other's merit and station, with a 
zeal and fondness superior, if possible, to their 
late rage and opposition. A number of coUa- 
t'cFalr circumstances serve as interludes to the 



Ogmnd piece^ and^ though less sublime^ are nc^ 
less entertaining. 

You will now, probably, be no longer dis- 
pleased with me for making my hiding-place a 
secret* One faour'^ attendance upon our orgies 
would have done for you ; on the contrary, they 
suited me. J wanted something to hurry my 
spirits, to dissipate my thoughts, and amuse my 
miud; and I found it in this retreat. You know 
enough of the parties to enter into my descrip- 
tion. I hope it will make you laugh ; but, if my 
pen should fail, I will promise to make your sides 

<ache when we meet again; a pleasure which I 
look to with a most sensible impatience. I 

ixemain 

Y^ours most truly^ &g. 
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LETTER IX. 

Sf K^CE the little snateh of pleasure I ei^oyed 
with you, I have been again obliged to make my 
retreat : I had made good my groimd, in my own 
opinion^ i)ut the devil that is in me would not 
sufter me to maintain it. There is a proverb of 
Zoroaster to the following effect, — ^^ That there 
are an hundred opportunities of doing iil . every 
day, but that of doing well comes only once a 
year/' There is some wit and -niiich truth in the 
abser^'ation. Tlie wise man was led to make it, 
I suppose, from the circumstances of the time^ 
wherein he Jived ; and, if it had been his lot to 
breathe in these latter days, he would be equally 
justified in forming and applying such an opinion ; 
and, perhaps, in every intervening period. In- 
deed, if I may judge from my own experience, 
matters are still growing worse ; for I never fail 
to find the fi?<7//y opportunities, but the annual 
one has ever escaped me. 

There is nothing so miserable, and, I may add, 
so unfortunate, as to have nothing to do. The 
peripatetic principle, that Nature abhors a la- 
cuum, may be applied, with great propriety, to 
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the bumt» ktellect^ vfldck wil .enfarace ^ty 
&mg, however i^mkasi, ratber thaa be Wtbout 
«& <»bject. It «s a matter of indubitaUe certaiiHy 
wirii «e, that, if I had kept my seat in Parlia^ 
meiit, wao^ of tbe uBfleasaut predicaitteDts to 
which I jbaN&e he^n jittvolved aiace U^at lime wouM 
have been avtuded. I was disposed to applica* 
tion in the poUtical line, and was possessed^ 
that ready faculty of speech which would have 
enabled me to make some little figure in the se- 
nate. I should have had employment ; my pas- 
sions would have been influenced by a proper 
animating object, and my vanity would have beea 
sufficiently satisfied. During the short time I sat 
in Parliament, I found myself in Jthe situation I 
have described : I wiis pleased with the character ;" 
I availed myself of its privileges while I possess- 
etl Ibem : I mingled in public debate, and receiv- 
ud the most blattering testimonies of applause. 
If tliis scene had continued, it would have been 
very foi'tunate for myself, and hdve saved my 
friends great anz&iety and many alarms: you, 
among the rest, would have been spared the pain 
of much unavailing counsel and disregarded ad- 
monition. 

You know me well enough to be certain that I 
must have a particular and not a common object 
to employ my attention : it must be an object 
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which inspires desire, calls forth activity, keeps 
hope upon the stretch, and has some sort of high 
colouring about it. Power and popular reputa- 
tion are of this kind, and would greatly have en- 
grossed my thoughts and wishes ; they woidd have 
kept under the baser passions: I should have 
governed them at leasts and my slavery^ if I was 
destined to be a slave, would have been more 
honourable. But, losing -a situation so suitable 
to me, I fell back a prey to tlmt influence which 
had already proved so fatal, and yielded myself a 
victim to an habitual dissoluteness which' formed 
my only pleasure. 

I do not mean to Write a disrespectable thought 
•^f my father ; I would not offend you by doing 
k ; but, surely, his ignorance of mankind is be- 
yond all conception. It is hardly credible that a 
man of his understanding and knowledge, whose 
life has been ever in the world, and the most po- 
lished societies of it, who writes well and ably on 
its manners, should be so childish in its concerns 
as to deserve the coral that amused> and the go- 
cart that sustained> him sixty years ago. 1 write 
in confidence ; and you know what I assert to be 
true. Indeed, I might go further, and trace the 
errors of my own life from the want of that kind 
of paternal discernment which sees into the cha* 
racter of his child, watches over its growing dis*- 
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positions, gently moulds them to his will, and 
completes the whole by placing him in a situation 
suitable to him. 

I have been the victim of vanity ; and the sacri- 
^ce of me was ibegua before I conid form a judg- 
.nif^nt of the pafision. You wiU, prob»blyi JModer- 
^abmd me ; imt, if there fljiould ba tibe least glooyi 
in my alltuskms, I iviU^ with y^ur leave, ^ftpl w 
4ha vuatter more clearly in some future letter. 
There is a gneat 4eal of di&f>eiice between a 
good man and a food £ither : 1 have koQwn bad 
men who exceUed my father as much ii| fiamital 
care as he was superior to tfaem infeal virtue. — 
But mof^ of this hereafter* In the xaeaB time, 
•dad at aU times, 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER X. 

You liave, •certainly, given yourself very unjus- 
tifiable airs upon my subject : neither your talents^ 
knowledge, ^ure, courage, or virtue, aiford you 
the shadow of that superiority over me, which, I 
understand, you af£ect to maintain. However 
imprudent or bad my conduct may have been, 
whatever vices I may unfortunately possess, be 
assured I do not envy you your sniveling virtues, 
which are worse than the worst vices, and give 
an example of meanness ^nd hypocrisy in the ex- 
treme. Your letter is a farrago of them both ; 
and since the receipt of it I despise you more 
than ever. 

What, Sir! has my father got a cough, or 
does he look thinner than usual, and read his 
bible ? There must be some certain symptom of 
his decay and dissolution that could induce you to 
address yourself so kindly to one, who, to use 
your own expression, is, as he ought to be, aban- 
doned by his family. You have dreamed of an 
hatchment upon house, and seen a vision- 
ary coronet suspended over my brow. You are a 
sinipleton and a parasite to let such weak reasons 
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-guide^ you to wag your tail and play the dpahieh ; 
and renew your offers to fetch and carry. Be 
assured^ for your comfort, that, if ever you and I 
have any future intercourse together,' it will be 
upon such terms, or worse. 

I have heard it said, and I believe it to be true, 
•that you -pretend to lament your poor — — '^ fate, 
-and, with a more than rueful visage, prognosticate 
the breaking of his heart from the wicked life .of 
his graceless son. Now^ 1 will tell you a secret, 
that, supposing such a canting fMrophecy should 
take place to-morrow, you would be the first to 
flatter the parricide. I consider you with a mix- 
ture of scorn and pity, when I see you so conti- 
nually hampered in difficulties from your regarc( 
to the presept and future Lord: though you or- 
der your matters tolerably well ; for there is not 
one of our family to whom your hypocritical 
canting will not answer in some measure, but to 
myself. I know you, and I declare you to be in- 
capable of any love or affection 'to any one, even 
to a mother or a sister. You know what I mean ; 
but, to quit an idea abhorrent to human nature, 
let me entreat you, if it is in your power, to act 
with candour, and, if you must speak of me, tell 
your sentiments openly, and not with those covert 
looks and affected shrugs, which convey so much 
.more than meets the ear : and be so good^ I pray 
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yw\, af to rti^ your mepit upon your own mi^ty 
stoelc of mtntB, and not upon my vices. ^Fho 
world will one day judge between us, and I must 
defliire you tp be content with the acknowledged 
superiority you will receive from tlie arbitration 
in your favour. 

Oh, stultiTfi nimis ent, ctim tq pravissima tentes* 
^Ueriu3 oenyor ut vitiosa notes ! 

X have not yet sung a requiem to my own ho- 
nour ; and, tbotigh you and some others of my 
g6od friends may have chaunted a dirge over the 
grave you have yourseh'^s dug for it^ it does not 
rest, however, without the hopes of a joyful and 
a^peedy resurrection^ To have done with you for 
the present, I have only to desire you to be aa 
open enemy to me^ or ^ real friend, if you are 
capable qf either ; the halting between two opi- 
nions on the matter is both disgraceful and eou<- 
temptible* Be assured that I give you these 
couQseU mc^e for your own sak<e than for that 

Your bumble Servant^ &c. 
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LETTER XL 

MY DBAH SIK, 

You wish that I should explain myself at large 
with respect to that vanity which I accuse of 
having been the cause of every inconvcmence and 
misdoing of my past life, to which I owe the dis- 
agreeable circumstances of my present tttuatioti, 
8«d shall be indebted, probably, for some future 
events which, I fear, are in store for me. 

You will, I believe^ agree with me that vanity 
is the foible of my family : everj' individual has a 
share of it for himself and for the rest ; they ai^e 
all equally vain of themselves, and of one another. 
It is not, however, an nnamiable vanity : it mak^s 
them happy, though it may sometimes render 
them ridiculous ; and it never did an injury to any 
one but to kne, I have every reason to load it 
with execration, and to curse the hour when this 
passion was concentrated to myself* 

Being the only boy and hopes cf the family, 
and having such an hereditary and collateral right 
to genius, talents, and virtue, (for diis was the 
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language held by certain persons at that time,)* 
my earliest prattle was the subject of continual 
admiration : as 1 increased in years^ I was en- 
couraged in bolAiess^ which partial fancy called 
manly confidence ; while sallies of impertinence^ 
for which I should have been scourged, were 
fondly considered as marks of an astonishing pre- 
maturity of abilities. As it happened. Nature had 
not been a niggaid to me ; it is true she has given 
me talents/ but accompanied tliem with disposi- 
tions which demanded no common repressure and 
restraint, instead of liberty and j^ncouragement: 
but this vanity had blinded the eyes, not only 
of my relations, but also of their intimate coa- 
pexions ; and, I suppose, such an hot-bed of flat- 
tery was never before used to spoil a miud, and 
to choak it with bad qualities^ as was applied to 

/mine. The late Lord Bath, Mrs. , 

and many others, have been guilty of administer- 
ing fuel to die flame, and joined in the family 
incense to such an idol as myself. Thus \vas I 
nursed into a very early state of audacity; and 
being able, almost at all times, to get the laugh 
against a father, or an uncle, &c. I was not 
backward in giving such impertinent specimens 
of my ability, lliis is the history of that impu- 
dence which has been my bane, ga\'e to my ex- 
cesses such peculiar accompaniment^, and cavis^ 
those, who would not have hesitated to commit 



38. 

the offeiiC€> loudly to t condemn the mode of its 
commission in me. 

When I drew towards manhood^ it will be suf- 
ficient to say^ that I began to have some glimmer- 
ing of the family weakness i however, I was still 
young ; dependence was a consid^*able restraint, 
and I had not acquired that subsequent know- 
ledge of the world which changed my notions of 
paternal audiority. I was,, therefore, without 
much difficulty, brought to consent to the design 
of giving solidity to my character, and preserving 
me from public contagion, by marriage. A rich 
and amiable young lady was chosen to the happy 
and honourable task of securing so much virtue 
as mine, to correct the natural exuberance of 
youthful inexperience, and to shape me into that 
perfection of character which was to verify the 
dreams of my visionary relations. 

^ I must own that the lady was both amiable 
and handsome, but cold as an anchorite; and^ 
though formed to be the best wife in the world 
to a good husband, was by no means' calculated 
to reclaim a bad one. But, to complete the sen- 
sible and well-digested' plan, in which so many 
wise heads were concerned, it was determined for 
me to make the tour of Europe previous to my 
marriage^ in order to perfectionate my matrimo* 
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nial ({tiafificatiofls ; and the lovely idea of tlie fm 
maid I left behind was presented to me, as pos* ^ 
sessing a talismanic power to preserve me froni 
sedttctiofl. But this was not aff : for th« better 
enaUiiig me to mstke a proper and be€X)!»rf>g' 
appearance^ or^ in other words, ta give me every 
means of gratification, the family purse was la- 
vishly held forth ; I was left almost widmnt t:on- 
trol in point of expense, and every method pitr- 
sued to make me rettim the very reverse of what 
€*xpectation had painted me. — ^Yoii know as welJ 
a6 myself what happened during my travels, as 
weft as after my return ; and I trust thai you will 
impute my misconduct, in part at least, to its pri- 
mary cause. 

In tfeis short sketch of the matter, which con- 
sists rather of hints than descriptions,^ yott wall see 
the drift of my reasoning, and know how to apply 
it to a thousand circumstances in vour remem- 
brance. You were present at my being received 
itito the arms of my family with a degree of 
warmth, delight, and triumph, which the bright- 
est virtue could alone have deserved ; and you re- 
collect the cause of all this rapturous forgiveness, 
which, I believe, penitence itself would not, at 
that time, have effected ; it was my having made 
sk speech in parliament, flowery indeed, and bold, 
but very little to the purpose; and at a time 
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^'ben^ 2S I was cert^n that I should Ios€t my 
seaty it would have been prudent in me to have 
remained silent ; however, Mr. Ellis thou^t pro- 
per to compliment me upon the occasion^ and to 
observe, that I spoke with hereditary abilities ; and 
this circumstance instantly occasioned the short- 
lived family truce tliat succeeded. 

That my relaitions may have cause to complain 
of tne, I do not deny ; but this confession is ac*» 
companied with an opinion^ in which I doubt not 
of your acquiescence, tliat I, on my side abo>. 
have no small cause of complaint : and, however 
black the colour of my future life may be, I shall 
ever consider that the (kisky scenes of it are occa* 
sioned by die vanity of my family, and not by any 
obdurate or ii^exibie dispositions inherent in mj; 
own chaiacter. 

I am^ with great regard^ 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XIL 



MY I>EAR 



If you had been at all explicit with me about the 
Arabian courser, he should^ most certaiuly^ have 
been at your service. Notwithstanding, he was* 
tiie gift of Hymen, to, whom I have so few obli- 
gations> the animal was a favourite^, and I brought 
him to the continent with me, where he was very, 
tioublesome mid very useless. — But he troubles 
nie no more ; and a little ridiculous event,, which, 
happened a few weeks ago, made me hate and 
detest him. If there had been any laughers, the 
laugh would have been very much against me oa 
the occasion : as it was, I felt and looked so fool- 
ish, that I never afterwards could turn a favour^ 
able eye upon the beast that was the cause of m^ 
mortification. 

I shall not give you an account of thi» little his- 
tory ; for, as I am the principal hero of it, I shall 

not tell it well: so I resign the task to P . 

When you see him, therefore, question him upon 
the subject, and he will do it justice* He is a 
most lively, good-humoured, and pleasant man. 
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^ho bears the ills of life as if they were blessing 
and seems to take the rough and the smooth with 
an equal countenance. This sort of unbended 
philosophy is the best gift that Nature can bestaw 
on her children ; it lightens the burden of care^ 
and turns every sable and ghastly hue of melan- 
choly to bright and splendid colours. There is 

no one I envy so much as I do P : a cap 

and bells is a crown to him ; a tune upon a fla- 
geolet is a concert; if the sun shines^ he sports 
himself in its beams ; if the storm comes, he skips 
gaily along; and when he is wet to the skin, it 
only serves to make out a pleasant story while he 
is drying himself at the fire. If you are dull after 
dinner, he will get up and rehearse half a dozen 
scenes out of a play, and do it well, and be as 
pleased with his performance as you can be. 
With all these companionable talents, he is nei- 
ther forward, noisy^ nor impertinent ; but, on the 
contrary, very conversable, and possesses as plea- 
sant a kind of good breeding as any one I ever 
knew. 

' His company has been a great relief to me, 
and I recommend you to cultivate his acquaint- 
ance as an entertaining and agreeable companion. 
You and I, my dear friend, are differently, and, 1 
must add, less happily framed. We are hurried 
about by every gust and whirlwind of passion; 
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ttiid^ though Hope does throw a pftle gildmg upon 
our disappointments^ iPear never fails to intei rupl 
our pleasures. — I would give more than half of 
what I shall ever be wordi to be blessed with ^ 
moiety of P — — ^'s temper and disposition. 

I am^&c^ 



I^TTER XIII. 

I BEG your pardon^ and plead guilty to tfie 
crime laid to my charge ! The dialogues which 
you have seen were written by me^ on hints given 
me by an infidel Frenchman at Twrin*. That it 
was a foUy^ to say no worse^ to amuse myself 
with such compositions^ I readily acknowledge f 
nor am I less disposed to own that it was the 
weakest of all vanities to disperse any copies of 
ihem. Your suspicion of their having been com- 
posed^ in an evil hour^ as a ridicule upon those 
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* These dialogoes are too irreverent and profane to justify 
a publication. The personages of the first are the Saviour of 
the World and Socrates; and of the second. King David' and* 
Casar E&rgkh 
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which hwe been publidied bj my fttlier, is a i)a^ 
tund one ; but^ believe me, it is not founded in 
fact. Bad as they may be, they were not writ 
for so bad a purpose ; and, if I had consideied 
the possibility of such an idea becoming preva- 
lent, they would never have been exposed to any 
inspection. I wrote them originally in French^ 
and never, to my recollection, gave tfiem an Eug-^ 
iish dress, but when I read litem accidentally to 
some one who did not understMid the former 
lai^uage. I was flattered into the suffering of 
aome copies to be taken by the declaration of a 
respectable litenry company, that they were su« 
perior to Voltaire's tragedy of Sou/.; and these 
copies mast have been greatly multiplied to have 
jnade it possible that one of them should have 
reached ^ou. I am very aorry for it ; for you have 
^ready more than sufiicient reason to fill your 
letters to me with veproacbes ; and I curse the 
«kance that has thrown another motive in your 
way to continue a train «o disagreeable to us 

it is true diet my fiitker is a Christian, and 
las given an anaple testimony of his &ith to the 
world by his writings: but it was long after he 
attained to my age that he became a convert to 
.that lystem which he has defended. It is painful 
to me^ and hardly bar in jou, to occasion our 
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being brought together in the same period; it 
takes from me the means of justification where I 
could use them^ and of palliation where a com* 
plete defence might not be practicable. — As to 
my Right Reverend uncle^ I shall consider him 
with less ceremony. He also may be a good 
Christian; but I recollect to have heard him 
make a better discourse upon the outside orna- 
ments of an old Gothic pulpit^ I think it was at 
Wolverhampton y than he jever delivered in one, 
throughout the whole course of his evangelical 
labours. He seems much more at home in a 
little harangue on some doubtful remnant of a 
Saxon tombstone^ than in urging the performance 
of Christian duties, or guarding, with his lay-bro*> 
ther, the Christian fortress against infidel inva- 
sion. I well r<emember also Jto have heard his 
Right Reverence declare, that he would willingly 
give one of his fingers, (that was his expression,) 
to liave a good natural history of Worcestershire, 
What holy ardour he may possess as an antiquum 
rian I cannot tell ; but, in my conscience, I think 
he would make a sorry figure as a Christian mar^ 
ti/fy and that sl zeal fox our holy religion would 
not enflame him to risk the losing of a nail from 
his finger. 

I repeat to you, upon my honour, ithat I did 
not wish these je</i; d^ esprit should have gone be^ 
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yond tiie limits I liad prescribed for Aem. The 
•very few persons to whom I gave them were 
bounds by a very solemn promise, not to circulate 
their contents, or to name their author. If they 
have forfeited their word, I am sorry for it ; but 
the failure of their engi^ement cannot be im- 
puted to me, and the severest judge would not 
think me guilty of more than chance-medley on 
the occasion. In your breast, I hope there is a 
complete and full acquittal for 

Your most sincere and obliged, &c^ 



LEITER XIV. 



3IY DEAR 



I Cx\NNOT brmg it wifliin the compass of my 
l>elief, that H has escaped your recollec- 
tion : however, i shall be able to restore it to its 
proper tone in a moment, by mentioning an ode 
addressed by him to me on the subject of ^ming. 
You admired it too much to have forgot the 
author ; and it now occurs to pie, that you, or 
some one in the company, rehearst^ on the occa- 
sion a long string of laughable Eton .and Oxford 
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«iieedote8 coocerning him: nay^ tW very last 
4ime we were together^ you sarcasticaUy repeated 
4o me some of his vaticinatioDs on my impetuous 
attachment to play^ and kindly foretold tli4$ com- 
pletion of them. After all^ I believe you aiie 
either laughing at me, or pretending ignorance of 
«ny bard^ in order to have an hash of tlie same 
^h which jou are pleased to say delighted you so 
anuch in my laat lett^. 

Was it not you, or do I dream, — who was so 
•charmed with that part of his poem where he de- 
scribes my being so reduced by gaming as to be 

•obliged to sell H ^ and supposes the estate to 

be bought by the descendant of some felon who 
was reprieved from death to transportation by 
my ancestor the Judge, whose picture he tears 
clown from the wall, as a sight disgusting to him f 
I am not certain as to the correctness of my re« 
collection, but the lines are, I believe, to the fol- 
iowing effect : — 

Shall some unfeeling stranger Teign 

"W^itliin that blest domain ? 

Some convict's spawn, by thy forefathert breafh, 

Petchance, rrpriev'd kom death ? 

WhUit thou, eelPbanish'd, seif-en«la/d, &hstj± foanw 

Without a friend or hoint: ! 

^ill shall he tremble at the jud^eSi frown, 

And iVaught with «(>ttc, tear down, 

Froa the repinag wally bii \«iicrflfbl« Aade, &c. 
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tt is "a (^othposition of great merit; and^ if he 
\vas so fortunate as to possess a sense of harmony^ 
lie would almost put an end to the present vaca- 
tion of poetry and poets. His thoughts are ori- 
ginal^ bold, and irervous ; his images apt, lively, 
and beautiful ; his language is never puerile, but 
sometimes low, and sometimes inflated. If hils 
taste was improved, and he had an ear for versifi- 
cation, which I think he has not, his composi- 
tions would be delightful, and, as I have already 
observed, place him in the first rank of modem 

poets. P s, I believe, sometimes visits him, 

and will, most willingly, present you a Monsieur 
and Madame^ if you make known your wishes 
to him. — ^A letter from me would shut his door 
against you : my former favour was never equdi 
to my present disgrace ; and if you wish to be 
well in that quarter> you must not ackno^vledge 
the least regard for me. Indeed you would do 

well never to mention the name of 

» 

Yoitf affectionate. Sec. 
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LETTER XV. 

And 1 awoke, and behold I was a Lord ! — 
It was no unpleasant transition, you will readily 
believe, from infernal dreams and an uneasy pil- 
low, from insignificance and dereliction, tP be a 
Peer of Great Britain, with all the privileges at- 
tendant upon that character, and some little estate 
into the bargain. My sensation^ are very diffe- 
rent from any I have experienced for some time 
past. My consequence^ both internal and exter- 
nal, is already greatly elevated ; and the empresses 
ment of the people about me is so suddenly in- 
creased as to be ridiculous. By heavens! n\y 

dear > we are a very contemptible set of 

beings — and so on. 

Without meaning any thing so detestablie as a 
pun, I shall certainly lord it over a few of those 
Vvho have looked disdain at me. My coronet 
shall glitter scorn at them, and insult their low 
souls to the extreme of mortification. I have 

received a letter from -, that dirty parasite, 

full of condolence and congratulation, with a wy 
lord in every line, and j/our lordship in every pe- 
riod. I will make the rascal lick the dust ; and^ 
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jfhen he has flattered me till his tongue is parched 
with lies^ I will upbraid him with his treason^ 
and turn my back upon him for ever. There arc 
a score of bugs^ or more^ of the same character^ 
whom the beams of my prosperity will warm into 
servility^ and whose names will be left at my door 
before I have been ten days in town ; but may 
eternal ignominy overtake me^ if I do not make 
the tenderest vein in their hearts ache with my 
reproach ! Whether the world will be converted 
into respect towards me^ I do not pretend to de- 
termine ; its anger will^ at all events^ be softened : 
but^ be that as it may^.Lxan look it in the face 
with less fear than I was wont to do^ and make it 
smile upon my political career^ though it may 
still hold a frowning aspect towards my mcM-al 
character. 

Permit me, however, to assure you, that what- 
ever change may appear in me towards others, I 
shall ever be the same to you. The acquisition 
of fortune, and an elevation to honours, will not 
vary a line in my regard to those whose friendship 
has been so faithfid to me as yours has been ; nor 
shall you ever have cause to repent of your assi- 
duous kindness to me. There is a balance in the 
human passions ; and the miiid that is awake to a 
spirit of revenge, is equally inspired by the senti- 
ments of gratitude. There is a dirty crew who 

E2; 
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shall experience the former^ while you may con> 
fide in my* solemn assurance t6 you of a most 
ample exertion of the latter* 

A propos; I must beg of you to forward the 
enclosed letter to ■. With much difficulty 

J persuaded her^ some time ago^ to return to Eng- 
land; and I am apprehensive she may be already 
in town> expecting ray arrival. If it be possibly 
contrive some means to free me from her persecu^ 
tionSj both for her sake and my own. Should she 
be come to London^ you will know where to find 
her : make any promises you may diink necessary 
in my name^ and use every reason your imagina- 
tion can suggest^ to persuade her to return into 
the country. — You understand me. 



and are gone from hence this 



mornings to indulge their fancies in the business 
of cold iron, and powder and ball. I was very 
near being hampered in the afikir ; but my sable 
suit and funeral duties excused me from tlie em- 
ployment, and I suppose the first news I shall 
hear of the event will be in England, where I 
hope shortly to see and embrace you. In the 
mean time> believe me 

Most sincerely yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 

MY DEAR FRlt:ND, 

Your letter reached me with a large packet of 
others which my father's death bad occasioned. 
How altered is the language of them upon the 
occasion! Yours^ indeed^ is exactly the same^ 
or, if any thing, bears the tincture of more than 
usual severity. Flattery is a strain altogether 
new to me^ and by the two last posts I have had 
enough to surfeit the most arrant coquette upon 
earth. It is true> I cannot compliment your let- 
ter with possessing an atom of afdulation ; never- 
theless, it is the only one which has given me refd 
pleasure, because it is the only one which bears 
the characters of real friendship. Though I have 
acted in such a direct opposition to your cautions 
and remonstrances, I am not the less sensible to 
that generous passion which produced them, and 
has now taken the first opportunity to give me the 
eissence, as it were^ of all your former counsels, 
in thus calling my attention to real and permanent 
honour. However I may offend you hereafter, 
you shall never again have cause to reproach me 
with a forfeiture of my word. I have, at present, 
lost that confidence in myself, which would justi^ 
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me in ofifering assurances to you : the hopes of 
regaining it, however, are not entirely vanished, 
and when they are fulfilled, which, I trust, they 
will one day be, you shall receive the first-fruits 
of my renovation. 

I understand the purpose of your observaticm, 
that the generality of men employ the first part of 
life in making the remainder of it miserable. {« 
feel its force, and consider it as an indirect cau*^ 
tion to me not to pursue a conduct which must 
be attended with such a lamentable conseq.uence. 
But, alasi credula turba swmts; though J have 
paid jdcarly for my credulity, unless it should be 
immediately followed by the iruits of an whole- 
some experience. We despise the world when 
we know it thoroughly; but we give ourselves 
up to it before we know it, and the heart is 
frequently lost before it is illuminated by the 
irradiations of reason^ 

I have now succeeded to the possession of 
those privileges which are a part, and perhaps the 
best part, of my inheritance. Clouds and dark- 
ness no longer rest upon me. My exterior of 
things is totally changed ; and, however unmoved 
some men's mUids may be by outward circum- 
stances^ mine is not composed of such cold ma^ 
teriaVs as to be unaffected by them. Such an active 
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^spirit as animates my frame, must have objects im- 
portant in their nature, inviting in their appear- 
-ance, and animating in their pursuit. No longer 
forced to drown the sensibility to' public disgrace 
and private inconvenience in Circean draughts, 
my character, I trust, will unfold qualities which 
it has not been thought to possess, and finally 
dissipate the kind apprehensions of friendship.- 

My natural genius will now have a full scope 
for exertion in the line of political duty ; and I 
mn disposed to flatter myself, that the application 
necessary to make a respectable figure in that 
career, ,will leave me but little time for those 
miserable pursuits, which of late have been my 
only resource. But I must desire you not to ex- 
pect -an instant conversion ; the sera of miracles 
is passed, and, besides, the world would suspect 
its sincerity. It is true, I am sinner suflScient to 
call down the interposition of Heaven, but the 
present age has no claim to such celestial notices. 
My amendment must be slow and progressive, 
though, I trust, in the end, sincere and effectual. 
But be assured, that, however the completion of 
your good wishes for me may be deferred, I am 
perfectly sensible that there is something neces- 
sary besides title, rank, and fortune, to constitute 
true honour. — With this sentiment I take my leave 
of you, and am, with real truth. 
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UETFTER XVII. 



KT :PE4<R 



I AM at an inn^ and alone ; and^ if you were to 
guess for ten ytars, and had one of Osborne's ca-^ 
tftlogue^ to assist you> sure I am tSU^ou would 
«ot divine the book which has amused my evea- 
iojgy and given a subject to this letter; nay^, I may 
yenture to tell you it is poetical^ and still bid defi- 
^fj^e to ypur penetration. 

JVly two travelling volumes had been read twiee 
^1 the course of my Journey^ and^ as it would not 
be worth the trouble to unpack a trunk for more^ 
l.desiredl the waiter to ask his mistress to send 
igiib a bopk ; s^Qd in the interim I amused myself 
yvith fancying what kind of publication would be 
^9^ght me, resolving^ however^ if it should be 
the Pilgrim's Progress^ the Whole Duty of Man, 
9r even the Holy Bible^ to make it the subject of 
py evening's lucubrations. The waiter returned^ 
a|td desired to knpw i^ I chose prose or verse, 
'jl^i^s I thought iQoked well^ and my preference 
ll^mg declared for the latter^ 1 was^ in a few mi- 
nutes^ presented \yid^ a small volume^ which I 
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foimd to be a Presbyterian bymn book^ entitled 
Horn Lyricei by a Dr. Watts. My expectations 
were a little chagrined upon the occasion: how- 
ever^ I turned over a few p^es^ looking cursorily 
at the contents in my way> when I dropped upon 
a little odd composition^ the subject of which was 
no less singular than applicable to myself. The 
title of it was. Few Happy Matches, — From the 
character of the author, who was a dissenting mi- 
nister, I had conceived that the reasons of matri- 
monial infelicity would be trite, whining, and 
scriptural, and that I should find some bouncing 
anathemas against such offenders as your humble 
servant: but it turned out quite otherwise; the 
idea is a fanciful one ; and I dare aftirm, that, if 
Apollo and the Nine Muses had racked their 
brains for a twelvemonth, they could not have hit 
upon such a conceit. 

The poet supposes that human souls come 
forth in pairs of mak and female from the hands 
of the Creator, who gives them to the winds of 
Heaven to bear them to our lower world, where, 
if they arrive safe and meet again, they instimc* 
tively impel the bodies they animate towards each 
other, so as to produce an hymeneal union, whicl|j 
being originally designed by their Author, must 
be necessarily happy ; but, as from the length of 
the way, and the many storms^ , 8cc. that check 
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and come across it, they are generally separated 
before they reach their destination, their re-union 
is very rare ; and the forming an alliance with any 
other but the original counterpart, being, as it 
were, an extraneous connexion, must be necessa- 
rily miserable, and will produce those jarrings and 
contentions which so generally disturb matrimo- 
nial life. — ^This ingenious fancy will make you 
smile ; nor would the ideas which occur to me 
on the subject re-brace your muscles, if I had 
paper or time to bear me out in them. They 
inust serve for another opportunity. Thus, ac- 
cording to my good Dr. Watts, matches are made 
in heaven, but marriages on earth. I should think 

some of them have been fabricated in 

# # # # # # 

# # # # # « 

# * * # % # # 

# # # # # # 

# « # # # • # 
.#.* * * * * * 

# * but no more of that. 

I really feel myself much indebted to this Pin- 
daric Presbyterian for setting my conscience at 
)rest, which now and then had £( momentary 
^ualm on a certain subject. The unlucky coun- 
^rpart, which accompanied my soul from Hea- 
vea*8 gates, was tossed in some whirlw ind, drives 
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l)y some liglitwihg, or detained by some aerial 
fr6st, and, at lengft, I suppose, cast ashore among' 
the antipodes. We are not destined, I believe, to 
meet again ; and I fear, poor soul ! if I may judge 
from myself, that her lot is a very lamentable one, 
wherever it may be. 

After all that sentimental talkers and senti* 
^ mental writers 4iiay produce upon the subject, mar- 
riage must be considered as a species of traffick, 
and as much a matter of commerce as any com** 
modity that fills the warehouse of the merchant.* 
We exchange passion^ for passion, beauty, titles, 
&c. for money, youth for age, and so on. The^ 
>business may sometimes answer ; but there are - 
few examples, I fear, when die profit and loss 
^come to be stated, where tlie balance is consider- 
able in favour of the former. Who, says the 
:6panish proverb, has ever seen a marriage with- 
out fraud, if beauty be a part of the portion? 
This idea will hold good in every other instance^ 
.and corroborates my principle of its being a mat- 
ter of trade, which has its foundation in fi-aud and 
tricking. One marries for connexions, another 
for wealth, a third from lust, a fourth tp have an 
heir, to oblige his parents, and so on. Every one 
of your married friends will come under these or 

similar descri])tions, except I^rd C , who 

married his lady, as he buys his buckles, because 



she was the Ton; and I doubt not but he was 
completely miserable^ th^ he could not change 
her^ as he does his buckles, for the fashion of the 
next springs oo perhaps, the next month. 

Plato was at a loss under what class to rank 
women ; whether among brutes, or raUonal crea- 
tures: Dr. /"Ta^/s 5 ideas are far more favourable 
to the sex, for he has not hesitated to give then^ 
<;elestial natures. J must acknowledge that I have 
my doubts upon the subject. Mahometanism has, 
certainly, some fine points about it: give him 
wine, and a TurVs life is not a bad oipe. So good 
%gbtto youl< 
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LETTER XVIII. 



Your string of modern wits is not worth a 
beadsman's rosary. The aera of wit is passed. 
There are not half a score of men in the kingdom 
who deserve that title ; and the rising world give 
no hopes of its restoration. The tree that bears 
such fruit is blasted. Do me the favour^ I beseech 
you^ to distinguish between a man of wit^ and one 
who makes you laugh. The repetition of an old 
tale, a grimace, a blunder, the act of laughter in 
another, or even a serious look, may cause the 
muscular convulsion ; but wit is not levelled so 
much at the muscles as at the heart, and the latter 
will sometimes smile when there is not a single 
wrinkle upon the cheek. How it could ever enter 
into your head to think Chase Price a wit, puz^ 
2les and perplexes me. He has no more preten- 
sions to it than he has to grace. He is a good*- 
humoured jolly buffoon, that writes a bawdy song, 
and sings it ; says things that nobody but himself 
would choose to say; and does things that no^ 
body besides would choose ta do. Believe me, 
that Chase's fort is politics ; not public, but pri- 
vate politics; the science of which- he undersrtiundi 
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better^ and practises with more success^ than any 
xnan in Great Britain. He is never without a 
point in view, or a game to play ; and he never 
sings a song, or tells a smutty tale, without some 
design. Mere amusement to himself or others 
is not Mr. Price^s plan : his humour has been a 
good fortune to him;, and he will contrive, I 
doubt not, to make it last as long as himself. Do 
you think, when Bolingbroke, Swift , Arbuihnotj 
Pope, &c. &c. were assembled together, that the 
conversation of such a bright constellation of men 
was like the ribaldry of Mr. Price ? Their wit did 
not consist in roaring a bawdy catch, &c. ; it was 
^^ the feast of reason, and the flow of soul." The 
flashes of imagination adorned and gave brilliance 
to the high discourse: wisdom was enlivened, 
and not wounded, by their wit ; and, among them> 
the herd of laughter-loving . fools would not have 
found a single grin to console them. — If I were 
to sing one of Mr. Price's ballads, or to repeat 
one of his stories, you would receive, I fear,, but 
little pleasure from the exhibition, because I 
could not give them the accompaniments of noise 
and grimace which form their principal merit: 
and, perhaps, besides my deficiency in acting my 
^part, I might produce the entertainment an hour 
too soon. But wit may be repeated by any one 
at any time, and, I believe^ iu almost any Ian 
^guage, with satisfaction and success: time may 
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drown it in oblivion, but cannot alter its nature r 
as long as it is remembered it will please ; while 
the facetious exhibitions of a boon companion 
will scarce survive his funeral. — But to proceed in 
your catalogue. 

Lord C e's wit^as well as that of his friend^ 

lies in his heels, and is so powerfully exerted in 
producing entve-chats, as to be languid to every 
other purpose* A few school-boy rhymes confer 
not the laurel of wit ; and it was a great proof of 
an opposite character in this nobleman^ to give his 
compositions to the world. He may understand 
French and Italian, and,^ perhaps, speak both those 
languages tolerably well ; it is probable, also,, that 
he may not have forgot every thing he leai^ned at 
school ; but indeed, indeed, my friend, he is no 
wit. 

Charles Fox is highly gifted ; his talents arc of 
a very superior nature : and, in my opinion, Fitz^ 
pat rick is scarcely behind him; in the article of 
colloquial merit, be is,, at least, his equal : but 
ttiey neither of them possess that attic character, 
which, w hile it corrects, gives strength to imagi- 
nation; and, while it governs, gives dignity to 
wit. The late JBtf r/ of iJe/M, and Mr. Charles 
To^pnshendy were blessed with no inconsiderable 
share of it ; and it is an intemperate vivacity of 
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genius which confounds it in Mr. Edmund Burkt^ 
But the man who is in the most perfect possession 
of it, has figured in so high a line of public life, as 
to prevent the attention of mankind from leaving 
his greater qualities to consider his private and 
domestic character: — I mean liord Chatham^ 
whose familiar conversation is only to be excelled 
by his public eloquence. Perhaps, Lord Mans- 
field was borii, if I may use the expression, with 
every attic disposition ; but the shackles of a law 
education and profession, and some other circum-> 
stances which I need not mention, have forma- 
lized, and, in some degree, repressed the brilli- 
ance of his genius. With respect to this great 
man, I cannot but pathetically apostrophize with 
Pope, 

" How sweet an Ovid was in Mttrray lost!" 

George Selwyn is very superior to Chase Price, 
but very inferior to Charles Townshend, against 
whom, however, he used, as I am told, continually 
to get the laugh: but this proves nothing; for 
good-humoured George Bodens would have 
gained the prize from them both in the article of 
creating laughter. I may be wrong, perhaps, but 
it has ever appeared to me, that Mr. SelwyrCs 
faculty of repartee is mechanical, and arises more 
from habit than from genius. It would be a 
miserable business indeed^ if a man, who had 
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sliould not have atUuned the faculty of command- 
ing them at his pleasure. 

B converses with elegance ; L n is 

an excellent critic ; and many Others of the same 
class may be founds who are well qualified to 
be members of a literary club, but no farther. 
Garrick is himself upon the sti^e, and an 
actor every where else. Foote is a mimic every 
where; exceUentj delightful^ on the theatre and 
in private society; but still a mimic. No one 
can take more psuf^ than Mrs. M — •— ■ — to be 
surrounded with men of wit; she bribes^ she pen- 
sions, she flatters,. gives excellent dinners,, is her- 
self a very sensible woman, and of very pleasing 
manners; not young, indeed ; — ^but that is out of 
the question; and, in spite of all these encou- 
ragements, which, one would think, might make 
wits spring out of the ground; the conversions 
of her house are too often critical and pedantic, 
something between the dulness and the pertness' 
of learning. Tliey are perfectly chaste, and ge- 
nerally instructive ; but a cool and <|uict observer 
would sometimes laugh to see how difficult a 
matter it is for la belle president e to give colonr 
and life to her • literary circles. It surprises me 
that you should leave Windham out of your list, 
who (observe my prophecy) will become one of 
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the ablest men and shining characters that the 
latter part of this age will produce. I hazm-d lit- 
tle in such a presentiment; for his talents^ judg- 
ment^ and attahiments^ will verify it. 

The gibes and jests^ that are wont to iset the 
table in a roar^ promote the cheerful purposes ^of 
convivial -society, but they have nothing to do with 
that attic conversation which is the highest enjoy- 
ment of the human intellect. Wit, believe me, 
is almost extinct; and I will tell you, among 
other reasons, why I think «o : — because no one 
seems to have any idea of what wit is, or who de- 
serves the title of it.: — ^To think little, talk of every 
thing, and doubt of nothing ; to use only the ex- 
ternal parts 6f die soul, and cultivate the surface, 
as it were, of the judgment ; to be happy in ex- 
pression, to have an agreeable fancy, an easy and 
refined conversation, and to be able to please 
without acquiring esteem ; to be born with the 
equivocal talent of a ready apprehension, and on 
that account, to think one's self above reflection ; 
to fly from object to object, without gaining a 
perfect knowledge of any; to gather hastily all the 
flowers, and never allow the fruit time to airive 
at matiu"ity; all these, collected together, form a 
faint picture of what the generality of people, in 
this age, are pleased to honour with the name of 
wit. 
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You must not be angry with me for this long 
letter^ but rather be thankful that it is so short, 
considering the subject you threw, before me, and 
the desire I have to set you a thinking on a sub- 
ject of which you seem to have formed very 
wrong notions. I again repeat, that true wit is 
expiring, and great talents also. My words are 
prophetic, and a few years will determine the 
matter. It would not be a difliculty to prove the 
why and the wherefore : but of all subjects, these 
half metaphysical ones are the qiost unpleasant 
to 

Yours, 8cc. 
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LETTER XIX. 



MY DEAR 



Without any violent exertions of my natu* 
ral vanity^ I can easily imagine that the eye of 
mankind looks towards my political career ; and 
that for want of a better subject^ there may be 
some among them who amuse t^^emselves wid> 
forming conjectures concerning it. The ministry 
have attempted to feel my pulse upon the occa- 
sion^ but without success ; though I will tell you 
in confidence^ that they have nothings at present, 
to fear from me. In the great subject of this day's 
politics, which seems to engulph every other, I 
am witli them. I shall never cease to contend 
for the universality and unity of the British em- 
pire over all its territories and dependencies, in 
every part of the globe. I have not a doubt of the 
legislative supremacy of parliament over every part 
of the British dominions in America, the East 
and West-Indies, in Jfrica, and over Ireland 
itself. 

I cannot separate the ideas of legislation and 
taxation : they seem to be more than twins \ they 
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yfvete not only born but must co-exist and die to* 
gether. The question of right is heard of no 
more ; it is now become a question of power ; 
aiid it appears to me that the sword will deter- 
mine the contest. The colonies pretend to be . 
subject to the king alone ; they deny subordina- 
tion to the state> and, upon this principle, have 
not only declared against the authority of parlia- 
ment, but erected a government of their own, in- 
dependent of British legislation. To support a 
disobedience to rights which they once acknow* 
ledged, they have already formed associations, 
armed and arrayed themselves, and are preparing 
to bring the question to the issue of battle. Tliis 
being the case, it becomes highly necessary for 
u« to arm also ; we must prepare to quench the 
evil in its infancy, and to extinguish a flame which 
the natural enemies ofEnsiland will not fail to 
feed with unremitting fuel, in order to consume 
our commerce, and tarnish our glory. If wi^ 
measures are taken, this business will be soon 
completed, to tlie honour of the mother-country ; 
and the welfare of the colonies, who, in dpite of 
all the assistance given them by the House of 
Bourbon, must, imless our government acts like 
an ideot, be forced to submission. 

For my own part, I have not th^t high optnidn 
of their Roman spirit, as to i^uppose that it will 



70 

influence them contentedly to submit to all the 
horrors of war, to resign every comfort in which 
they have been bred, to relinquish every hope with 
which tliey have been flattered, and retire to the 
howling wilderness for an habitation ; and all for 
a dream of liberty, which, were they to possess 
. to-morrow,' would not give them a privilege su- 
perior to those which they lately enjoyed; and 
might, I fear, deprive them of many which they 
experienced beneath the clement legislation of the 
British govenuneiit. 

I do not mean to enter at large into the sub- 
ject; but, if ministers know what they are about,. 
the matter may be soon decided: and in every 
measure which tends to promote such a desirable 
end, they shall receive all the poor helps I can 
give them; 1 will neither sit silent, nor remaifi 
inactive. But if, by neglect, ignorance, or an 
indecisive spirit, the latter of which I rather sus- 
pect from them, ihey should let the monster grow 
up into size and strength, my support shall be 
changed into opposition, and all my powers ex- 
erted to remove men from a station to which they 
are unequal. — Remember this assertion,- — pre- 
serve this letter, — and let it appear in judgment 
against me, if I q\j from my present declara- 
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I remain yours, 8cc. , 
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LETTER XX. 



It was very natural^ in such a Strephon as you 
are^ to imagine that I had hurried away to coqrt 

the nymphs ; I mean tlie wood-nymphs of H . 

Now, I have so little thought about, or re-r 
gard for these ladies, that I had, at one time, 
determined to despoil their shade, and make a 
profitable use of the oaks which shelter them. 
You will shriek at die idea like any Hamadryad; 
but, in spite of shrieks or entreaties, I had it in 
contemplation to be patriotic, and give the groves 
of H to the service of my country. 

The system of modem gardening, in spite of 
fashion and Mr. Brown, is a very foolish one.- 
The huddling together every species of building 
into a park or garden, is ridiculous. The envi- 
rons of a magnificent house should partake, in 
some degree, of the necessary formality of the 
building they surround. This was Kenfs opi- 
nion; and, where his designs have escaped the 
destruction of modem refinement, there is an easy< 
grandeur, which i? at once striking and delightful, 
fine woods are beautiful objects^ and their beauty 
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approaches nearer to magnificence, as the mass 
of foliage becomes more visible ; but to dot them 
with litde white edifices, infringes upon their 
greatness, and, by such divisions and subdivisions, 
destroys their due effect. The verdure of British 
swells was nut made for Grecian temples: a 
fiock of sheep, and a shepherd's hut, are better 
adapted to it. Our climate is not suited to the 
deities of Italy artd OreecCy and in an hard win- 
ter I feel for tTiie shuddering divinities. At H ' 

there is a Temple of Theseus, commonly called 
by the gardener, the Temple of Persew, which 
stares you in the face wherever you go-; while 
the Temple of God, commonly called by the gar- 
dener, the Parish Church, is so' industriously hid 
by trees from without, that the pious matron can 
barely read her prayer-book wfthia. This was 
an evident preference of strange gods, and« in 
ray opinion, a very blas{ihemous improvement. — 
Where Nature b grand, improve her grandeun;^ 
not by adding extraneous .decorations, but by rer 
moving obstructions. Where m scene is in itself 
lovely, very little is necessary to give it all due 
advantE^e, especially if it be laid into park, whidi 
undergoes no variety of cultivation. 

Stow is; in my ^opinion, ;a fnost' detestable 
place; and lids il) every pait of it die air of a 
Golgotha : . a princely one I imustMacknowledge.; 
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but in BO part of it could I «ver lose that gloomy 
idea. My own park possesses many and very rare 
•beauties; but, from the design of making it clto- 
sieal, it has been charged with many false and un- 
<6uitable ornaments. A classical park, or a clas- 
sical garden, is as ridiculous an expression as a 
classical plumb-padding, or a classical sirloin of 
beef. It is an unworthy action to strip the clas* 
sics of their heroes, gods, and goddesses, to grow 
.green amid the fc^s of our unclassical x;limate« 
But the affectation and nonsense df little minds is 
b^ond description. "How many are there, who^ 
fearful that mankind will not discover their know- 
ledge, are contkiually hanging out the sign of baixl 
^wordsand pedantic expressions, like the late hord 
' Orrery y who, for some classical reason, had given 
his dog a classical name ; it was no less than C{R- 
sar! HoMBver, Casar^ one day, giving his lord- 
ship a most unclassical bite, he seized a cane, and 
pursued hkn round the room with great solem- 
nity, and this truly xilassieal menace, — ^' Casar i 
Casar! if I could catch thee, desar! I zooiM 
give thee as many wonnds as Brvtuf gave thy 
Tiame-sake in the Capitol J' This is the very 
froth of folly and affectation. 

Adieu, &c. 
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LETTER XXL 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I OBEY your commands with some reluctance^ 
in relating the story of which you have heard so 
much^ and to which your curiosity appears to be 
so broad awake. — ^I do it unwillingly^ because 
such histories depend so much upon the manner 
in which they are related : and this^ which I have 
told with such success^ and to the midnight ter-- 
rors of so many simple souls^ will make but a 
sorry figure in a written narration. However^, 
you shall have it» 

It was in the eariy part of b-'s life that 

he attended an hunting club at their sporty when 
a stranger of a genteel appearance^ and well 
mounted^ joined the chase^ and was observed to 
ride with a degree of courage and address that cal- 
led forth the utmost astonishment of every one pre-^ 
sent. The beast he rode was of amazing powers ;- 
nothing stopped them ; the hounds could never 
escape them ; and the huntsman, who was left 
far behmd, dwore that the man and his horse were 
devils from hell. When the sport was over, the 
xompany invited this extraordinary person to din- 
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-ner : he accepted the invitation, and s^tonidiecf 
the company as much by the po\vers of his con- 
versation^ and the elegance of his manners^ as by 
his equestrian prow'ess. He was an orator^ a 
poet^ a painter^ a musician^ a lavt^yer^ a divine; 
in shorty he was every things and the magic of his 
discourse kept the drowsy sportsmen awake long 
after their usual hour. At lengthy however, wea- 
ried Nature could be charmed no more, and the 
company began to steal away by degrees to their 
repose. On his observing the society diminish^ 
he discovered manifest signs of uneasiness; he 
therefore gave new force to his spirits, and new 
charms to his conversation, in order to detain the 
remaining few, some time longer. This had some 
little effect; but the period could not be long de- 
layed when he was to be conducted to his cham- 
ber. The remains of the company retired also^ 
but they had scarce closed their eyes, when the 
house was alarmed by the most terrible shrieks 
that were ever heard : several persons were awak- 
ened by the noise; but, its continuance being 
short, they concluded it to proceed from a dog 
who might be accidentally confined in some part 
of the house : they very soon, therefore, composed 
themselves to sleep, and were very soon awakened 
by shrieks and cries of still greater terror than the 
former. Alarmed at what they heard, several of 
them rung tlieir bells^ and^ when the servants 
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xatne^ tbey declared that the horrid sounds pro* 
•ceeded from the stranger's chamber. Some of 
the gentlemen immediately iarose^ to inquire into 
tlus extraordinary disturbance; and^ i/vhile they 
neere dressing themselves for that purpose^ deeper 
groans of despair^ aind shriller shrieks of ^bny, 
again astonished and terrified them. After knock- 
ing some time at the stranger's chamber-door^ he 
■answered them as one awakened from sleep^ de- 
clared he had heard no noise^ and^ rather in an 
.angry tone^ desired he might not be again dis- 
turbed. Upon this they returned to one of their 
chambers, and had scarce begun to communicate 
their sentiments to each other^ when their con- 
versation was interrupted by a renewal of yells, 
screams, and shrieks, which, from the horror of 
4hem, seemed to issue from the throats of damned 
and tortured spirits* Tliey immediately followed 
ihe sounds^ and traced them to the stranger's 
€hiBfa)hery the door of which they instantly burst 
0fit^ ^nd found him upon his knees in bed, in 
ti^ «ct of scourging himself with the most unre* 
lenting severity, his body streaming with blood. 
On their seizing bis hand to stop the strokes, he 
be^ed ihem, in the most wringing tone of yoice> 
m -an act of mercy, that they would retire, assur- 
ing them that the cause of their dbturbance was 
over, and that in the morning he would acquaint 
them with the reasons of tb6 terrible cries tbey 
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had heard^ and the melancholy sight they saw. 
After a repetition of his entreaties^ they retired; 
and in the morning some of them went to his 
chamber^ but he was not there ; and^ on examin* 
ing the bed^ they found it to be one gore of blood. 
Upon further inquiry^ the groom said> that^ as 
soon as it was lights the gentleman came .to the 
stable booted and spurred^ desired his horse might 
be immediately saddled^ and appeared to be ex- 
tremely impatient till it was doue^ when he vaults 
ed instantly into his saddle^ and rode out of the 
yard on full speed. — Servants were immediately 
dispatched into every piut of die surrounding 
country^ but not a single trace of him could be 
found ; such a person had not been seen by any 
one^ nor has he been since heard of. 

The circumstances of this strange story were 
immediately committed to writings and signed by 
every one who were witnesses to them^ that the 
future credibility of any one, who should think 
proper to relate them, might be duly supported. 
Among the subscribers to the tnith of this history 
are some of the first names of this century. — ^It 
would now, I believe, be impertinent to add any 
thing more^ than that I am 

Yours, 8cc, 
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LETTER XXII. 

I THANK you most sincerely, my very dear 
friend, for your obliging congratulations on my 
late promotion; and I have no better way to an- 
swer the friendly counsels which accompany them, 
but by opening my heart to you upon the occa^ 
^ion, and trusting its sentiments with you. 

You knew my father, and I am sure you will 
applaud me in declaring that his character did real 
honour to his rank and his nature. A grateful 
fame M'ill wait upon his memory, till, by some 
new change in human affairs, the great and good 
men of this country and period shall be lost to 
the knowledge of distant generations. In the re- 
public of letters he rose to a very considerable 
eminence ; his deep political erudition is univer- 
sally acknowledged ; and, as a senator both of die 
lower and higher order, his name is honoured with 
distinguished veneration. In his private, as well 
as public life, he was connected, and in friend- 
ship, with the first men of the times in which he 
lived ; and, as a character of strict virtue and true 
piety, he has been universally held forth as the 
most striking example of this age. The idea of 
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uncommon merit accompanies all opinion of liim; 
and to mention his name is to awaken the most 
pleasing and amiable sentiments. As you read 
this short and imperfect outline of his character^ 
fill it up and do it justice. Now it wiU^ perhaps, 
surprise >you^ when you are informed^ that* the 
post in government which this great and good 
man most desired^ aiid could never obtain, was 
the Chief Justiceship in Eyre, &c. 8cc. The 
reverse of .the picture is -as follows : that your 
humble servant, and his gracious son, whose cha- 
racter you perfectly know, has been appointed to 
this very post, in the infancy of his peerage, with* 
out any previous service performed, hint given, or 
requisition made on his part, and without the pro- 
position of, and conditions on, the part of the 
minister. When I was surprised by the offer, I 
was surprised also by a sudden and unusual suifu* 
sion on my cheeks^ at the contrast of mhie and 
my father's character, — of mine and my father's 
lot. Indeed, so big was my heart on the occasion, 
that when the ministerial ambassador had left me, 
the sentiments of it burst forth upon the first 
person I saw, who happened not to be a very pro- 
per receptacle for the reflections of virtue. 

There is a very great encouragement in this 
world to be wicked, and the devil certainly goes 
about in more pleasing shapes than tliat of a 
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roaring lion. In the name of fortune^ my dear 
friend^ how and why are these things? Is it the 
increasing corruption of the times, or the weak- 
ness of government, that gives to dissolute meit 
the meed of virtue; or do ministers thh>k it ex- 
pedient to give a sop to Ae mastiff whose growl 
might make them tremble ? You, who have made 
men and manners your study, who have looked 
so deeply into the volume of the heart, and have 
acquired such an happy art of reconciling the 
apparent inconsistencies of human affairs, must 
instruct me. I wish you could improve and con- 
vert me! I am not insensible to what is good; 
nay, there are moments, when the full lustre of 
virtue beams upon me. I try to seize it ; but the 
gleam escapes me, and I am re-involved in dark- 
ness. The conflict of reason and passion is but 
the conflict of a moment ; and the latter never 
fails to bear me off in triumph. 

Video meliora proboque. 



Beteriora sequor. , 

I am yours most truly, 8cc. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

I WISH the Moniing Postp and every other 
post that scatters such malignant^ false^ and de- 
testable histories, in the bottomless pit, with its 
Avriters, printers y editors, publishers, collectors, 
and purchasers. To be the subject of an occa- 
sional paragraph is not worth a frown. It is a 
tax w hich every one in high station must pay, be 
he good, or be he bad, to that demon of calumny, 
who now has a temple prepared for his service at 
every breakfast-table in the metropolis. But to 
be the sole theme of a scandalous chronicle, and 
to see it not onlv saved from oblivion, but raised 
into universal notice and reception, from its abu- 
sive histories of me, i§ a. circumstance big witli 
every pain and penalty of mortification. To ad.d 
to my distress, no means of satisfaction or revenge 
are in my power; and, if resentment werq to 
weave a scourge, and I could use it ta my wishes, 
I should only give new materials to prolong the 
tale. The business of silent contempt is abovj^ 
pie ; and the mode of conduct you recommend is, 
like St. Austins reason for belief, quia impossi'- 
bile est. I cannot enter an house where the paga 
of my dishonour does not lie upon tji^ t^ble. 

o 
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Every man who meets me In the street, tells me 
by his very looks that he has read it. I have 
overheard my oWki servants observing upon it, and 
the very chairman can repeat its tales. 1 expect 
every day that my horse, like Balaam's ass, vvill 
iieigh scandal at me ; not indeed from celestial, 
but hellish intervention. 

Some steps, however, must be taken, and some 
method adopted to silence the cry. To bribe 
the hounds would produce a mortification almost 
equal to what I now suffer ; but there is no divin- 
ing how long the story may last, and the tota can- 
iabitur urbe is terrible. — Bear it I cannot, and 
revenge is not in my power. ITie rascal keeps 
within the circle of privilege ; and, if he should 
slip out of it, I am afraid that it would not an- 
swer my purpose to avail myself of his incaution. 
In short, I don't know what to do. You will 
oblige me more than ever, in forming some wise 
resolutions for me, and in persuading me to exe- 
cute them. — Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR sensibility towards me during my late 
persecution, is a flattering mark of that affec- 
tionate esteem which you have ever borne me. I 
most "sincerely thank you for it ; and hive only to 
wish that the world knew I still retain so warm a 
place in your heart. Such a circumstance would 
serve as an antidote against the poison which has 
been instilled into the minds of mankind on my 
subject. The batteries of scandal are at length 
turned from me ; and some new object of their 
rage will, i hope, make their thundering attack 
upon me to be quickly forgotten. 

I love my country, its constitution, and its pri- 
vileges, too well to say, write, or even think, any 
thing against that palladium of British freedom, 
the liberty of the press, though £ have been such 
a sufferer by it. While it remains, (and may it 
ever remain ! ) the people of England will have a 
security for those ^privileges w'hich give them a 
superiority over every other nation^ Perhaps the 
enormities of private scandal should be checked, 
at the same titiie th^t, I think, it v^v^MVi V^^ ^^ssv- 
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gerous to suffer even an excrescence of any staple 
privilege to be cut off. The track of innovation 
widens every moment ; and on tliis example^ if it 
was once opened, there is no saying where it 
would end. 

A priest, I think, is said to have invented gun- 
powder ; and a soldier has the credit of first sug- 
gesting the art of printing: and I have heard 
wonderfully curious aid profound obsenations 
made upon the strange combination of the inven- 
tors and their inventions. But surely it- does 
not require a moment's reflection to discover, 
that this improvement in the business of war, as 
well as in the republic of letters, could not have 
proceeded so naturally from any other characters. 
It is, I believe, universally allowed, that, since 
the introduction of artillerv and fire-arms, the 
trade of war" is become comparatively innocent : 
Slaughter no longer wades knee-deep in blood ; 
and her svvord is now no sooner drawn than it is 
.satisfied. A discover}, therefore, \\ hich has les- 
sened the carnage and horrors of battle, was most 
naturally produced by a minister of the gospel of 
peace. On the contrary, we have only to exa- 
mine the historv of letters since the invention of 
printing, and lo ! what an host of polemical writ- 
ers appear, armed with the most bitter spirit of 
malice and resentment! What fcuds^ botli na- 
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tional and domestic, have arisen from it! What 
rage has been hiflamedi How many wars have 
been engendered! What disgiaceful, inflamma- 
tory, and unchristian controversies maintained ! 
How many scandals of every kind have been pro- 
pagated, and what passions have been incited 
by it! &c. so that the most tree governments 
have been obliged to enact laws to restrain and 
controul it. Such an invention, therefore, may 
be said to proceed, in its n-^tural course, from one 
whose profession is founded in the animosities, 
injustice, and malevolence, of mankind. I doubt 
not but you will now agree with me, that the 
world is, as it ought to be, more indebted to the 
priest than the soldier. You will tell me, per- 
haps, that this argument arises from the smarting 
of my wounds, which are not yet skinned over: I 
feel myself of a contrary opinion ; but I will quit 
the subject till not a scar remains, when I shall 
take the opportunity of some tranquil hour to 
bring the matter, by your leave, into debate with 
you. 



I remain, v it'i great regard, &c. 
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LETTER XXV. 



MY DEAR 



I MUST acknowledge, notwithstandiHg I am 
treated with some degree of civility in it, that the 
dedication you mention is a wretched business, 
and disgraces the volume to which it is prefixed. 
You wonder I did not write a better for him my- 
self: and I would, most assuredly, have done it; 
but among many excellent qualities which this de- 
dicator possesses, he is a blab of the first delivery, 
aud I dared not venture to trust him. 

The testamentary arrangement which appointed 
him to the honourable labours of an editor, took 
its rise from three motives : — ^first, to mark a de- 
gree of parental resentment against an ungracious 
son ;— -secondly, from an opinion that a gracious, 
nephew's well-timed flatteries had created of his 
own understanding ; — and, thirdly, from a design 
of bestowing upon this self-same gracious nephew 
a legacy of honour from the publication, and of 
profit from the sale, of the volume. He is as 
proud of the business as a new-made knight of 
his title, is never easy but when he is receiving 



incense from Jiooksellers and their journeym^ny 
and loves to Ipe pointed at as a child of science. 
I wish he uiav be contented with his present ce- 
lebrity; though, if' I know him aright^this e(jito« 
rial business will awaken ideas of his having talents 
for a superior character, and that he is qualified 
to publish his own works with as much eclat as 
he has done those of another. If he attempts to 
chmb the ladder of ambition in any, but particu- 
larly in a literary way, he must fall. I have couu- 
selled him to be content ; and the booby gives it 
out that I am envious of his reputation. Poor 
silly fool ! I only wish the daw may keep the one. 
poor feather he has got; for, if he' attempts any 
addition to his plumage, the vanity will draw him 
into a scrape, in which he will be stripped as baie 
as Nature made him. 

But, to change ray subject to a coxcomb of 

another sex : Mrs. has done what she 

has no right to do, and has said what she is not 
•authorized to say. It is not in the power, ev^n of 
so able and so respectable an advocate as yourself, 
to work up any thing that has the semblance of a 
satisfactory justification. Your ai^umeuts, which 
are so powerful in the cause of truth, are the 
slightest of all cobwebs in support, or, I shoiild 
rather say, in palliation of falsehood. This, 
among other things, is much to yo\ir honour^ and 
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I congratulate your disqualification to plead a bad 
cause. If you have been a volunteer on the oc- 
casion^ I compliment your gallantry; if you have 
been influenced by the lady's request, I admire 
your ready friendship. You have every merit 
with me ; add, to give you the satisfaction you so 
well deserve, I cannot but authorize you to set 
the dame at rest, and to hush her every fear. 
This is no small' sacrifice ; for I have the most 
ample means of vengeance in my hands ; and, if 
it will advance your interests at her court, you 
have fuFl permission to declare that my wrath has 
been averted b^ your interposition. 



Null am memorabile nomen 



Foemiac^ m pocuik est, nee habet Victoria lauden;, 

I remain very truly, &c. 
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LEITER XXVI. 



^ OU have won both your wagers. — In speaking 
of the inhabitants of China ^ I do make use of the 
word Chinescs; and I borrow the term from 
Milton, As to your first bet, that I used such an 
expression, your ears, I trust, will be grateful for 
the confidence you had in them. But your second 
wager, that, if I did use it, I had a good autho- 
rity, is very flattering to myself ; and 1 thank you 
for the opinion you entertain of the accuracy of 
my language. My memory will not, at this mo- 
ment, direct you to the page ; but you will readily 
find the word in the index of Newton s edition of 
Milton. 

Of all the poets that have graced ancient times, 
or delighted the latter ages, Milton is my favour- 
ite ; I think him superior to every other, and the 
writer of all others the best calculated to elevate 
the mind, to form a nobleness of taste, and to 
teach a bold, commanding, energetic language. I 
read him with delight as soon as I could read him 
at all ; and, I remember, in my father's words, I 
gave the first token of premature abilities in the 
perusal of the Paradise Lost. I was quite a boy. 



^hen^ in reading that poem^ I was so forcibly 
struck with a passage^ that I laid down the book 
with some violence on the table^ and took an 
hasty turn to the other end of the room. Upon 
explaining the cause of this emotion to my father^ 
he clasped me in his arms^ sipothered ip^ witb. 
embraces, and immediately wrote letters to all hi« 
family and friends, to inform them of the \yonder- 
fiil foreboding I had given of future genius. Your 
curiosity may naturally expect to be gratified with 
the passage in question ; I quote it, therefore, for 
your reflection and amusement : — 

He spake : and, to confirm his words, out flew 
Millions of darning swords, drawn from the t^iighs 
Of mighty Cherubim : the sudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd Hell ! 

The two principal orators of the present age 
(and one of them, perhaps, a greater than has 
been produced in any age) are the Earls of Mam- 
field and Chatham. The former is a great man ; 
Ciceronian, but, I should think, inferior to Ci- 
cero. The latter is a grea;ter man ; Demosthemariy 
but superior to Demosthenes. The first fonned 
himsetf on tjie model of the great Roman orator ; 
he studied, translated, rehearsed, and acted his 
orations : the second disdained imitation, and was 
himself a model of eloquence, of which no idea 
can be formed but by tliose v\ ho have seen and 
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heard him. His words have sometimes frozen my 
young hlood into stagnation^ and sometimes made 
it pace in such a hurry through my veins^ that Ij 
could scarce support it. He, However^ embel- 
lished his ideas by classical amu^ements^t ^nd occa- 
sionally read the sermons of Barrow, which he ^ 
considered as a mine of nervous expressions ; butj^ 
not content to correct and instruct his imagination 
by the works of mortal men, he borrowed his 
noblest images from the language of inspiration. 
Mr. Edmund Burke also gives ap happy dignity 
to parts of his speeches, a want of which is, in 
general, their only defect, by the application of 
scriptural expressions. 

Though I have such bright and venerable ex*' 
amples before my eyes, I pursue a somewhat dif- 
ferent, but not an opposite track ; for Milton y from 
the excellence and form of his works, has every 
claim to tlie title of a classic : from the nature aUo 
of his principal subjects, which are drawn fronj 
scripture, we may be said, in some degree, to read 
the sacred writings when his great poetical com- 
mentary of them (for so I shall eall his Paradise 
Jjost and Regained) is the object of our studies. 
The orations of CicerOy notwilhsitanding t^eir 
character in the world, please, but do not inflame 
me. We are at too great a distance from th^ 
period, and have not a sufficient idea of the man-j 
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ner of their delivery, to Be affected by lliera. 
They are very fine compositions; and it is the 
evidence of iheir being compositions that is their 
chief fault : and if Lord Mamjield were to pro- 
nounce the best of them, in his bfist manner, I 
doubt much of their supposed effect. Tliey chill 
the warmth of my feelings; and 1 have often es- 
sayed, but in vain, to work up in me an elevation 
of mind and spirits from a repetition of the Ro- 
man orations. I must acknowledge that hord 
BoUngbrokey a great and splendid authority, is 
against me, who, in language more animating than- 
I could ever find in Tutli/s eloquence, declaies, 
that no man who has a soul caii read his orations^ 
after the revolutions of so many ages, after the 
extinction of the governments, and of the people 
for whom they were composed, without feeling at 
this hour the passions they were designed to move^ 
and the spirit they were designed to raise. If this 
be true, in his lordship's sense of the expression, 
I have no soul: but 1 suspect the truth of this 
assertion, as I well know that he would, at any 
time, sacrifice a just criticism to a brilliant passage. 
His character and genius were botli intemperate ; 
and, when his tongue or his pen were pleased with 
tlieir subjects, he was borne rapidly on by the 
stream of eloquence, not considering or caring 
whither he went. When his imagination was once 
kindled, it was an equal chance whether he ob- 
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-fecu^^d virtue, or dignified vice. Tlie source ,oiF 
his delusive writings was an headstrong vivid 
fancy ^ which practised as great deceits upon him- 
self, as he had ever done upon mankind. — But to 
return to my subject* 

For the hfe of me, I cannot read sermons even 
with Lord Chatham ; and my hands are too un- 
hallowed to unfold the sacred volume : but I find 
in MiltQiCs poems every thing that is sublime in 
thought, beautiful in imageiy, and energetic in 
language and expression. To attain a reputation 
for eloquence is my aim and my ambition ; and, if 
I should acquire the art of cloathing my thoughts 
in happy language, adorning them with striking 
images, or enforcing ihem by commanding words, 
I shall be indebted for such advantages to the 
study of our great British classic. 

* 

I know you would not recommend my friends, 
the poets, to take a leading part in the study of 
eloquence. You may, probaby, apprehend that 
poetical pursuits would be apt to give too poeti- 
cal a turn to discourse as well as writing ; and to 
beget a greater attention to sound than to «ense. 
Such an idea is certainly founded in truth : and 
your objections are perfectly s;ensible, when an 
application to the poets is not conducted with 
judgment, and moderated by prosaic readin<^ aad 
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exercises. — ^A little circumstance in pointy whidi 
just occurs to me, will make you smile. Wheh 
• my father had completed the first copy of his 
histoiy> the friends, to whom he sent it for their 
criticism and correction, universally agreed in its 
being written in a kind of irregular blank verse, 
from the beginning to the end. He was much 
surprised at the information ; but, on ex^niliing 
his work, he fo'und it to be true, and gave to the 
whole the excellent dress it now wears. Sir Ro- 
bert R ■ was so unfair as to impress some of 
the passages upon his memory, and has since bee^ 
so ill-natured as to repeat them. — But to put a 
period to this long letter, I declare myself to be 
very angry, when you are but twenty miles from 
me, that you should not pat your horses to your 
chaide, and be here in a shorter space of time 
than is necessary to fill up half a sheet of paper. 
You will do well to come and amuse yourself 
here, leaving gouty uncles and croaking aunts to 
themselves. There is more vivacity concentrated 
in my little dell, than is to be found in all the 
ample sweets of your vale. As you are musical, 
I will prepare a syren to sing to you, and you 
shall accompany her in any mstnner you please. 
Adieu ! 

Yours most truly, &c. 
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LETtER XXVII. 



I CANNbT yet fancy the atispected i)reiimina- 
ries of alli^bce between France tcddi America; 
and I will tell you >Vhy : because I think it ^ill 
not be the mutual interest of either of them to 
eingage in' such a treaty. The French finances 
are not in a state to justify the risking a war with 
England, which an open alliance with America 
must immediately produce. Monsieur de Mau- 
pouZy and Monsieur de Necker, if I am rightly 
informed, are of the same opinion, and, I believe, 
from nobler motives and better reasons, are iti 
opposition to those proposals which the Ame- 
ricans are said to have offered, to induce France 
to give an avowed support to their cause^ My 
information goes somewhat farther, and assures 
me, that the opinions of the two statesmen alrea- 
dy mentioned are supported by all the graver men 
and old officers in the kingdom. America ^ at 
present, makes a very powerful and extraordinary 
resistance, and there seems to be a spirit awaken* 
ed in her people, which will wofully prolong the 
period of her reduction. The contest is, at pre- 
sent, between a child forced into resistance by 
what it trails ^anny, and a parent civ\^^^^^K«k^. 



ingratitude^ M'ho b resolved to reclaim his off- 
spring by force and chastisement. In such a state^ 
though a mad spirit of rebelliot^ may instigate 
revolted children to act against the parent^ and 
the brethren of the house of their parent, the lat- 
ter will go very reluctantly to the business <ff 
bloodshed ; and many a brave man will consider 
the duty of the soldier and the citizen as incompa- 
tible, and let the former sink into the latter. But 
the moment that ylmerica flies for protection to 
the arms of France, the ca^e vViU be changed;: 
every tie of consanguinity will be then broken ; it 
will be impossible to distinguish between them 
and their allies; they will be all the object of one 
common resentment; and the Americans must 
expect, as they will surely find, an equal exertion 
against them as will be employed against their 
insidious supporters. 

But this is not the only reason why I think 
America will maintain the contest better without 
the open support oV France; 1 have another, in 
the natural aversion thev bear to each other. No 
two civilized' nations, in the same quarter of the 
globe, can bear a more different and clashing cha- 
racter than France and the revolted colonies. 
Fire and water would as soon blend their oppo- 
site elements, as the solemn, gloomy, unpolished 
. American, with the gay, sprightly, animated 
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Frenchman. Besides^ how will it be possijble 
for the simple sullen leaven of Calvinhm to .he 
kneaded in the same lump with the motley genius 
and complicated ceremony of Popery ? While 
tlie hope for independence keeps alive the spirit 
of contention, such considerations, if suggested at 
all, will, for a time, give way to their ambition; 
but, should the object of. it be attained, tliey 
would arise, on the first interval of repose, in all 
the bitterness of disunion, and bring on a scene 
of internal confusion big with greater horrors than 
tliey now experience. What will these deluded 
people think, and how will they act, who after 
manifesting such a solerqn and bold aversion to 
the power of a Protestant bishop, after having 
held forth the act of parliament which gave to the 
conquered inhabitants of Canada, a toleration of 
their religion, as one of their justifications to re- 
bellion ; I repeat again, what will be the conduct 
of these people, when they see the cross adored 
in their streets, and hear the Ijenedictions and ana- 
themas of Rome pronounced in their cities ! 

For my own part,' I cannot conceive such au 
event a^ American independence ; and, in my poor 
opinion, if it were to be given them tp-morrovv, 
it would, in the ^d, prove a worse present than 
tlie Stamp -^c^.its^, with all its aggravated hor- 
rors. — The guards are ordered to cross the At Ian-, 

H 
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tk, »k} '•^*-^-^ ali^ng ynAt Ouam. F am gM y<m 
like faim ; I thought tay proplie€j m that parti- 
eular would be ftilfilledi You knew Madame, i, 
IJiink^ at Geneva, Th^j- botb possess the same 
disposition to give a^ peasant turfi to. ever]^ thing. 
They put their %on XohaiaxichezmiBourgwmde. 
iyijo7$y and haive nevev since troubled themselves 
about the boy^ or the pension stipulateel for his. 
sujpport. Luckily for the ohild, the man to whose 
^are he was entrusted has taken a fancy to him^ 
and deelareSj if he should be deserted by his 
parents^ that h^ wilt do his best to provide foe 
him; and ouv friends think it the best joke m 
Ale wofMi 

I have been to see the Jmtitia hulk^ where, 
among many other miserables, I saw poor Dig"* 
neim wear the habit of a slave. He seemed 
Asposed to speak to me; but I had previously 
desired the supermtendent to request him^ smce 
ttwaS' not in my power to do him service^ to 
wave sdi appearaneo of his having known me* 
Xhis mode of punishment offers a very shocking 
spectacle ; and^ I think> must undei^go some alle- 
viation^ if it be not entirely aboli^ed. If it were 
to come agati^ before parliament^ I should give 
the subject a very serious consideration^ and the 
measure a very serious opposition. Is it not ex- 
traordinary^ that the first public exhibitioa of sla^^ 
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very in this kingdom^ — for so it is, however the 
sitaation may be qualified by law, — should be 
suggested by a >Scotchman^ and that the first regu- 
lator of this miserable business should be from 
the same country ? I do not mean to throw out 
any unpleasant ideas conceming^ atay One whose 
lot it was to be born on the other side of the 
Ttdeedy but merefjr to statd a feet fot- your obser- 
VlEitJon. I have knowh mtihy of my northern fel- 
fow-subjects, and esteemed them. David Hume 
{Possesses my sincere admitatioiV; but though the 
Objl^ct of \ai Vi^ritihgs was to remove prejudices, 
he kimseH* plosi^essed Ae s(tr6ngest in favour of 
his coikntry, and was, as is the great weakness of 
Scotchmen, so jealous of its honour, that I gave 
him great ofience at Lord Hertford's at Ragley, 
by asking him at what time of the year the har- 
vest was housed in Scotland. My question arose 
from an innocent desire of being satisfied iii that 
particular ; but he conceived it to convey a sus- 
picion, that there was^ no harvest, or at least no 
bams, in his country ; and his answer was sliglit 
and churlish.—- Fare you well! If you hear any 
thing on the continent that at all concerns the pre- 
sent state of public afFairs, I beg you will not 
fail to favour me with die most early communis 
cation. 

I am> with great sincerity, 8cc. 
H 2 
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LETTER XXVni. 



MY DEAR 



I CANNOT assert it as a matter within inj 
own knowledge ; but I have some reason to be- 
lieve, that the late Earl of Bath, at the close of 
life, manifested a kind of preference of the French 
to the English govenmient. Upon what princi-. 
pies such an opmion w as grounded, I caimot pre- 
tend to say : it is impossible he could form it in 
the abstract; it must arise, therefore, from pride 
of heai t, degrading sentiments of mankind, a na- 
tural love of power, or from some of those selfish 
motives which grow more strong and prevalent a» 
men approach ihe end of their days. In shorty 
the French government might be more suitable 
to his character and dispositions; and^ though 
)his conjecture is not in his favour, I believe it to 
Lave a foundation in truth. It is a common case 
among mankind, where reason and judgment are 
perverted by the strength of habitual inclination. 
1 will give you an example that shall please you. 

No one of common understanding, and who has 
ihv least idea of human afi'airs, or knowledge of 
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luiman nature, after a comparative examination 
of the Gospel and the jllcoran, will not give to 
the former a most instant, decided, and universal 
preference. He will admire the rational and 
amiable doctrines of the one, and as readily ac- 
knowledge the absurdities of the other. Never- 
theless, there are men of sense, — I know some of 
them, and so do you, my friend, — who would so 
far yield to the waim desire of habitual gratifi- 
cation, as to give their immediate consent to ex- 
change Christianity for the religion of Mahomet. 
Lord Bath must have been indebted for the opi- 
nions given to him, to the triumph of an irrational 
self-love over a rational love of mankind : per- 
haps to the imbecility of his social aifections may 
be added, the strange caprices of disappointed 
dotage. 

I have either read or heard an assertion, that it 
is impossible to find upon earth a society of men 
who govern themselves upon principles of hunia-» 
nity ; and I am forced to acknowledge, that the 
opinion will find a very powerful support in the 
customs of almost every country in the world. 
Whoever will consider with attention the histories 
of mankind, and examine, with an impartial eye, 
the conduct of dilferent nations, will be sooii con- 
vinced, that, except those duties. which are abso- 
lutely necessary to the preservation o£ the hum^a 



ICW2 

spedes^ fae cannot name any principle of morriv^ 
nor imagine my rule of virtue^ wliich^ in some 
part or other of the worlds is not Meetly contra* 
dieted by the general practice of entire societies. 
The most polished nations have supposed^ that 
they had an equal right to expose their children^ 
OS to bring them into the world. There are conn- 
tries now existing, where the child feds it as an 
high act of filial duty to desert or murder his 
parents, when they can no longer contribute to 
their own support. Garcilasso de /i/ Vega re- 
lates, that certain people of Peru make concu- 
bines of their female prisoners of war, nourish 
and carefully feed the children th(^' have by them^ 
^n x\4iich they afterwards feast. But this is not 
all ; when the wretched mother can no longer fur- 
nish the delicacies of their horrid banquets from 
her womb, she shares the fate of her offspring, 
afld becomes the meal of the barbarians, whose 
diroats had been moistened with the blood of iicr 
efaaldFen. 

It wotdd be a matter of very little difficulty to 
&\ a volume with the various inhumanities which 
mingle with the governments of the Jsian, JjVi* 
offH^ snd savage American nations of ^is 4aj. 
The iiistorians, also, of antient times, woulil 
gi^eatfy increase the sad history ^f 'human ^ala- 
ifiitjr; 4ior is A% quarter •f the world which we 



inhabit exempted from furnishing its quota to the 
miserable account. The various customs, reli- 
gions^ and goverjunents^ which divide more en* 
lightened Europe^ might furnish a multitude of 
actions less barbarous, indeed, in their appear- 
fittce, but as reprehensible in reality, and as dan- 
gerous in their consequences, as those already 
recited. 

England, however, has this advantage o\ er the 
rest of her neighbour-kingdoms, that the exam- 
ples of iiihuBxauity which she has produced have 
arisen from an audacious abuse of her laws; while 
those, of other nations seem to arise from the na- 
ture of tlieir constitutions. A code of such wise, 
rational, and humane legislation never was known 
in the world, as that which prescribes the rule o( 
conduct, as well to the governors as to the go- 
verned, in our kingdom. The priijciples of it are 
founded in the perfection of human reason, and, 
in a certain degree, on that happy union of justice 
and mercy which divines have given to the decrees 
of Oranipoteoce.— But my paper admonishes me 
to quit this interesting subject, or it will not leave 
me a space sufficient to assure you, with what real 
yegard^ I am 

Your^, 8wCk 



^ 
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LETTER XXIX. 



The first article of your letter, which tells me 

©f 's ^cath, ha^ very much affected me : 

and, if it had arrived three hours sooner, I would 
have set off for London, to have dissipated the 
grave thoughts it occasions. I can hardly give 
credit to your account of her last moments : she 
had much to regret ; rank, fortune, friends, and 
beauty, which, St, Evreniond says, a woman parts 
with more reluctantly than even life itself. I3y 
this time, I trust, shp has reached the Eiysiaii 
fields, and, with the blest inhabitants of that de- 
lightl'ul abode. 

On ftowers repos'd, and with tresh garlands crown'd. 
Quaffs immortality and jo}'. 

However that may be, the event of her death 
is very sensibly felt by me. 1 shall miss her very, 
much ; not indeed as an acquaintance^ — for she 
would admit me only to her public assemblies, — 
but as an object of respect : and truly sorry am 
I that she is gone, for the sake of her sex, as 
she has not left one behind who can supply 
her place iu my good opinion. I had a sort of 
occasional respect for every woman on her ac* 
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€Ount^ which^ I fear^ will be buried in her grave.^ 
— She had nothing of female inconsistency about 
her, and every thing of female delicacy. , She 
conversed with the understanding of a man, but 
with the grace and elegance of her own sex. Heic 
sentiments, language, and manners, were, like her 
own frame, in the image of man, but possessing 
every attraction of female nature. — I will tell you 
a secret ; she was the only woman who ever made 
me blush, and she once dyed my cheeks with such 
a crimson shame, that I feel th6m glow at this 
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To maintain the qualities of goodness, tender^* 
ness, aflection, and sincerity, in the several offices 
of life ; to disdain ambition, avaiice, luxury, and 
wantonness ; and to avoid affectation, folly, child- 
ishness, and levity, is the consummation of a fe- 
male character, and was fully accomplished by 
the lovely womaa who is no more. She little 



106 

tlion^t^ I f»elieve^ diat it wouM i)e an eiBpiojr^ 
fnent of mine to pen her eulogium; Mid yon 
smHe^ I fiHppose^ at my pretensions to describe 
female perfection. To teii you tbe truths I strain-' 
ed very hard to produce t4ie foregoing period. 
My brain had a severe labour of it^ and €uffered 
JK> small pains in the deliveiy. However, I now 
recommend the pious banthng to your care ; and, 
I think, the midwife and the nurse wilt not contest 
the business of superior ijualifications. 

I put an end to the pleasure of my acquaint- 
ance with at the Duke of Bo/ tori s mas- 
querade at Hackwood, some years ago, by what 

I tliought a little simple love-making, but which 
she thought impudence ; and she has never suf- 
fered me to approach her since that time, but 
upon the most distant footing. You may know, 
perhaps, that I have got a terrible character for 
diis self-same vice of effrontery, and, I am afraid, 
not without some little reason. It is, upon the 
whole, an imprudent mode of proceeding ; and, 
dioiYgh attended with more success than modest 
people may ima^ne, as you well know, never has 
a prosperous conclusion. One failure tacks a 
miserable epithet to oihj's name for ever. In mi- 
litary operations, the attack by 3torm sometimes 
effects great niaitters ; but, on «uch a design, a 
repiilse is sometimes fatal, and always atte^ided 
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with much loss and bloodshed. This has been 
the case with me in fields less glorious^ but far 
more delightful, ihaa those of Jkfcr*. 

The arrival of newspapers has cdused a short 
ihterruptton to mj writing ; and they acquaint me 
.with a drcumstafice which you have omitted, that 
^ke died in child-bed. It was a custom, as I have 
lead, among some of the ancient nations, to bury 
tlie infant alive with idie mother whose deadi it 
had occasioned. I shudder at the idea ; nevertlie- 
less, in this particular instance, I am diposed to 
vote aQ my malice to the brat which has deprived 
the world of so bright an ornament.— Adieu l^^* 
Sliall I pay a compliment to your penetxs^on, in 
supposing that 3'ou will perceive how tardily my 
pen has proceeded to the bottom of tite pagef 
But this is literally the fact, llie French pro* 
verb says. On nejmrh jamais de bonne Joi, quand 
on parle mal des femmes. I apprehended you 
would be unlucky enough to reverse the eentimont, 
and apply it to 

/ your«> &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 



We all of us grew suddenly tired of our Wilt'- 
shire rustication ; and, without a dissentient voice, 
voted a party to Bristol, where I ate such excel- 
lent turtle, and drank such execrable wine, that, 
with the heat of the weather into the bargain, I 
was suddenly taken ill at the play-house, almost 
to fainting, and was obliged to hurry into the air 
for respiration. Relieve me, I did not like the 
business. Cold sweats and shiverings, accompa* 
nied with internal sinkings, gave me a better no- 
tion of dying than I had before, and made me 
think so seriously of this mortal life, that, on my 
return home, I shall take the opportunity of the 
first gloomy day to make my will, appoint execu- 
tors, and harangue my lawyer into low spirits on 
the doctrine of death and judgment. 

I exhibited myself — for none of the party would 
accompany me — at a public breakfast at the Not 
Wells, and sat do^vn at a long table with a num- 
ber of animated cadavers, who devoured their 
meal as if they had not an hour to live ; and, in- 
deed, many of them seemed to be in that doleful 
predicament. But this was not all. I saw three or 
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fouf groups of hectic spectres engage in cotiHions: 
it brought instantly to my mind Holbein's Dance 
of Death ; and methought 1 saw the raw-boned 
scare-crow j^iping and tabouring to his victims. — ^' 
So I proceeded to the fountain ; but^ instead of 
rosy, blooming health, diseases of every colour 
and complexion guarded the springs. As I ap- 
proached to taste them, I was famied by the foetid 
breath of gasping consumptions, stunned with ex- 
piring coughs, and suffocated with the effluvia of 
ulcerated lungs. — Such a living Golgotha never 
entered into my conceptions ; and I could not but 
look upon the stupendous rocks, that rise in rude 
magnificence around the place, as the wide- 
spreading jaws of an universal sepulchre. 

Lord Walpole told me he was there in attend- 
ance upon a daughter. — I was glad to turn my 
bapk upon the scene : — but I had not yet come 
to the conclusion of it; for as I was waiting for 
my chaise, two different persons put cards into 
my hand, which informed me where funerals were 
to be furnished with the greatest expedition, and 
that hearses and mourning coaches were to let to 
any part of England. I immediately leaped into 
my carriage, and ordered the postillion to drive 
with all possible haste from a place where I was 
in danger of being buried alive. 
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After ally Ahs t6««Bej of life i» b%t k bad one; 
with its titaste atid kigresa of tx)rlurH]{g diseases ; 
iKhich> not oo^teol with deatrbyi»g thjd hmlim^ 
malicioufliy torture the p^s^^mor witl|f sueb pms 
and peaaltieSj as to make liim ofteikme^ ctcse 
tb^ possesmn* 

J|!tan's (ethle face what ills await ! 
ILabotir attd' j^w^ory,— nHe rricks of paiii : 

J»d cieathi atd refuse £nAm thr vtorias of iaXci. 

If I continue tSiS iind df fetter amy farther^ you 
will tell me that I shall repent, found hospitals, 
and die a Methodist: ^tiithat ^dcfiasfet's funeral 
serttion and mine will be bound up in the same 
volume, to the edification and comfort of air sin- 
ners of every enormity. Adieu, therefore, and 
Bfelieve me ver>' truly 

Yours, &e. 
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IvETTER XXXL 

I NEITHER bunt nor shoot; the former is a 
diversion which reqiures certaiti sacrifices that ( 
cannot grants and shall itot enumerate; the laltec 
suits me better, but is as little pursued as the 
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oAtt. The bnsineffi anii^ form^ hot to bbl^ tyrm^ 
ty, of preserving game^ wliieh is necessary to^ 
establish a certaiaty of sporty is not to' nay warf o£ 
Ainking. The laws coneermag game form^ a very 
wacaoBAtutioml monopoly : but tiiat is not alhf 
Ae peace and society of proTineid vicinities are 
more or less disturbed^ by jealousies and disputes 
arising from the game^ in every part of the king- 
dom. My country employments are better than 
you imagine. I am reading, with great care and 
observation^ the works of die Chancellor J)'-^g2ie- M 
seau of France. Many years ago, my father gave 
a volume of them to me, desiring me to study it 
with attention, and consider di€i contents as his 
own paternal counsels. At that time I did nei- 
ther one nor the other ; howev^er, I aax^ now 
making ample amends for former neglect. The 
magistrate, the statesman, the lawyer, the man of 
the world, the orator, and the philosopher, will 
find delist and instruction in these volumes. L 
can say no morre; and what I have now said will 
add them to your library^ if it does not already 
possess them. 

Yoa must know that I am angry with you for 
writing to me, or rather, for not coming instead 
of writing. Delay not to visit a place you sa 
tpuch admire, and to see a /riend who loves and,- 
values you. We will study together in the mor^r 
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kig, and court the Muses in the evenings and^ou 
shall visit Pope 5 urn by moon-light^ and I. will 
promise not to laugh at you. 1 propose to re- 
main here a fortnight longer ; but, if you will 
come to me, the time of niy departure bhall be 
prolonged to your pleasure. I am, with real re- 
gard, 

\"our most faithful, &C. 



LETTER XXXII. 



MY LORD, 



In obedience to your lordship's commands, I 
have left no place unsearched, and have ordered 
every possible inquiry to be made after the manu- 
script which my father read to you a short time 
before his death ; but in vain. As he had deter- 
mined upon a republication of his Miscellaneous 
Works, with the addition of some pieces which 
had never been printed ; I ims^ne he was cau- 
tious about preserving any papers or compositions 
that were not in his opinion sufficiently prepared 
for the press, lest the partiality of his surviving 
friends might give them to the world. 
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•^ i am apprehensive, my lord, that the manur 
^1 II Rf>t in question shared the fate of many othei jt 
^^BJttijich he had not an inclination to finish, and did 
^^■M£*c choose to leave in an unfinished state. How- 
■Bcoftirer, in jany search, I found three or four large 
fcijowets of paper in a folio volume, which appear 
Ci ' contain extracts from the memoirs of the great 
i len of the last and present centuries, and were, 
robably, some of the rude materials that formed 
lie biographical sketches which your lordship so 
•-^much admired, and whose loss, on that account, 
.;ives me so much concern. These papers con- 
tain little more than scraps of characters. The 
principal object of them seems to b^'^the Duke 
dc Vitri, Ambassador Plenipotentiary from the 
French King, for the peace of Nimeglien ; but it 
is impossible to form out of them any satistJactory 
account of that able negociator. Thafmy letter^ 
however, may not be entirely without anuisemcnt; 
I shall add a couple of quotations, wWch I hav^ 
found among the rest, from the characters of verj' 
figuring personages on the theatre of Europe, I 
call them quotations, as tliey are written in Ita- 
lian, though I cannot name the author from 
whence they are taken, and are immediatah fol- 
''^wed by the character of Petroniur 
mals of Tccitwf. — ^The first of the 
ardinal Mazarin, and the 8econ< 
''omzcelL — I shall make no apolc 

1 
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Lordship for their langiaage, as I hafve been in- 
formed that you understand it equally well "with 

^Qur pwn. 

I am, my loid. 

With great respect 
And oUigation^ &c. 
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Cahdinal Mazarin. 

MOLTO la natura, non poco Varte, tiitto gli 
^ontribui lafortuna, che suppli con la dignitd a 
cid che mancd we* riatalL Egli haveva bella e 
grata presenzay faccia licta ^ amabile, occhi 
vavacif gratia e decoro ugualmente se parlava, 
o iaceva. — P«i che Jiiicy e capdce in simular 
rintentionif e dissimulare gli affettL Lafortuna 
h 9ostenni ad ogrii passoy e se pur alcuna volta 
les pose al timor ^' al paicoloy non fil che per 
4iMmifirloy £ per tramelo con maggiore iriortfo. 

Cromwell. 

HVOMO grande ne i vitii, i neUe virtiiy che 
nef arbitrio di lioeutimaJMtuna vis$e con mira^ 
idk contimuxa mbrioy cas^p vwdestOy ipigUante, 
wdefessOi ma da ^rema umbitione agitato, ep* 
ftna poti satiam col sanpie Mel Mi, i^hqIT op^ 
prtmme 4$l nr^gn^. 
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LETTER XXXin. 



Have you ever by chance looked into a booic 
on the science of* cookery? If so, have you not 
observed, that the cuhnary disciple ' is instructed^ 
when certain quantities of gravy^ or essence, or 
conserves, are prepared, to put them by for use f 
Now, if we could manage bur ideas in the 
same manner ; if we could lock up our acquired 
thoughts and knowledge in a kiiid ' of intellectual 
store-room, from whence 'they might be drawn 
forth for application, we should nolouger be th^ 
slaves of a capricious recollection, wnich at this 
hour offers its treasures with intuitive readiness,, 
yields them on the morrow with sullen reluctance^ 
and on the succeeding day may refuse them to our 
inost arduous researches. The active events of 
life, h6wever, seldom die oil tlie remenibrance ; 
and you must certainly be mistaken in 'assobiating 
with me the circumstance you mehfion iia' your 
letter, which is at this instant before- meii' It if 
morally impossible that I should have ; forgotten 
it. My memory, perhaps, is the only faisulty I 
* possess, which has not at one time or othier d<e- 
ceived me; nay, so firm is its texture, that tb^ 
^Wivious Jtpurs pf courtship do 0(4 aff^t its 
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wonted capacities — though to say the truth, mine 
is a very drowsy progress. Assiduity without 
love, tenderness iP^ithout sincerity, and dalliance 
without desire, afford the miserable, the hopeless, 
but the faithful picture of my sluggish journey to 
the temple of Hymen. However, to give some- 
thing of colour to the intervening hours between 
consent and fruition, his lordship performs won- 
ders, and sighs and flatters for his heedless son : 
nay, he tunes his neglected lyre, and sings the 
power of those charms, which, by an Anti-Cir- 
cean fascination, are destined, by his fancy, to 
recal my vagrant footsteps to the paths of virtue. 
But, alas! I know not the resohition of the 
Greek; I cannot resist the song of the Syrens; 
and, partial as I may be to paternal music, it will 
prove, in its influence upon me^ far hiferior to 
theirs. 

But all is not torpor and inanimation, and 
what love could not produce, vanity has inspired. 
Two of the brethren of the house of mv Dulcinea 
made her a visit last week, with a design of turn- 
ing her from the expectation of a coronet, and 
from me. I need not tell you that they are 
honest, simple bourgeois, or they would not have 
meditated such a fruitless errand to their ambi- 
tious sister. I was well assured that they would 
not convert her, and the fancy came across me to 
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aim at converting them. In thb business I s^ 
exerted myself in every form of attention^ flattery, 
and amusement^ that I verily believe they returned 
to their home at Chipping-Nortofi, without en- 
forcing that remonstrance which was the motive of 
their journey. — ^^I'hat Ckipping-Norton in whose 
neighbourhood I passed with my grandmother 
many of my youthful days, and to which I had 
never associated any idea but that of pigs playing 
upon organs — that chilly Chipping- Norto?i should 
y^ield one of its former toasts to be the cara sposa 
of your friend ! — What can your fertile fancy de- 
duce from the union of Haglejfs genius and the 
M'idowed protectress of the more than widowed 
Leasoices? If offspring there should be, what a 
strange demi-theocrite will owe its being to such a 
hymen ! Alas ! my friend, this is but a dream for 
your amusement; the reality will offer to your 
compassionate experience the marriage of infatua- 
tion and necessity, w:hose legitimate and certain 
issue will be a separate maintenance, and perhaps 
u titled dowry. 

I have many and various communications to 
make to you, but they must be reserved for per- 
sonal intercourse. In the mean time, when you 
shall see me announced as being added to the 
Benedicks of the year, save me, I beseech you, 
^^ave me your congratulations. Nothing is so ab- 
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HBOri t% ike tide of felkitatiohs which flo\r iii 
upon a poor newly-^marrkd man, before he him-fc 
•elf can determine, and much less the compli* 
menting world, upon the propriety of them« 
Marriage is the grand lottery of life ; and it is as 
great a foll^ to exult upon entering into it, as oii 
the purchase of a ticket in the state wheel of for-^ 
tune. It is when the ticket is drawn a prize tliat 
we can answer to coi^atulation. — Adieul 
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LFTTER XXXIV. 



MY DEAB 



IF I am not veiy much mistaken, jour lil>nny.- 
table is always furnished with an interleaved Bfz/- 
yertj on whose blank pages you afmuse yourself 
%wth extending the ideas of that celebrated writer^ 
or directing them to modem applications. I am-, 
therefor<e,.to ofifer my name as an addition to your 
collections, and to desire ihat in your scholia oa 
that excellent work, Z may furnisii a iraii to hift- 
admiraUe character of the absent kifia. 

On the day of my marriag?, a day hdi 

no more of "^tl — ^After ffae onptial bencActioA 
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'was over^ and we were returning to our equipagej^ 
instead of being the gallant Benedick, and con- 
-ducting the new-made Mrs* L— — to her coach, 
I slouched on before, and was actually getting 
into the carriage, as if I had been qjaite alone ;, 
but, recollecting myself as my foot was upon the 
step, I turned round to make my apology, which' 
completed the business, for I addressed the bride 
in her widowed name, with '^ My dear Mrs. 

P , I beg ten thousand pardons,'' and so on. 

This fit of absence was as strange as it proved 
ritliculous — an omen, perhaps, of all the ungra- 
cious business which is to foHow. You may first 
laugh at this little foolish history, and then, if you 
please, apply it to a more serious purpose.^ But 
this species of absence is an hereditary virtue. — • 
A virtue ! say you ?— Yes, Sir, a virtue ; for it isl 
a mark of genius, and ray Right Honourable Fa- 
ther possesses it in a most flattering degree. 1 
will present you with a most remarkable example, 
which you may also add to the composition of 
your modern Theophrastus. His lordship wa§ 
about to pay a morning sacrifice at the ^rine' ot 

M , and a large bunch of earfy piUks hj 

upon his toilette, which were to compose the 
offering of the day. With those antique or pro* 
fessional beaux, who wear the tye, 6f farge* flow^ 
ing wig, it appears to be convenient. In thief cere^ 
mony of their dress, fhal lh4 head s&ouM'brmg nj^ 

* '-"/-i-"^ i •■„ ff '" :^!.,.- Iv^ u ^.^:\ '■ •« V. O^- • ■<^. ;.v.v.v - .-i .^ 
- .'^ / / " .' i / -^ . . 
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the rear^ and be covered the last. The fulT-trim- 
lued suit was put on, the sword was girded to his 
side, the chapeau de bras was compressed by his 
left arm, the bunch of pinks graced his right hand, 
and his night-cap remained upon his pate. The 
servant having left the room, the venerable peer^ 
forgetful of his perukean honours, would actnally 
iiave sallied forth into the street in full array and 
m botmet (le unit, if his Valet de chambre liad not 
arrived^ at the critical moment, to prevent his sin- 
gular exit. ' I was present ; but my astonishment 
at his figure so totally suspended my faculties, that 
iie would have made the length of Curzon-street 
before I should have recovered any power of re- 
flection. I was accused, as you may suspect, of 
a purposed inattention, in order to render \n» 
lordship ridiculous; and I was told upon the 
occasion, that, although this kind of occasional 
absence of mind might furnish folly with laughter, 
it generally arose from that habitual exertion of 
thought which produces wisdom. You may con- 
gratulate me, therefore, on the prospect of vny 
advancement to the title of sage. 

I am already married, and what is to follow 
God alone knows. Strange tilings daily happen 
dans ce ba$ monde, and thiiijgs more strange may 
be behind* i have such a budget to open for 
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you ! — ^biit that discovery must be reserved till w^ 
lueet. Suffice it to say at present, 

(^a'cudani parva quidcm, sed non tolcranda maritis. 



LETTER XXXV. 



I CONGBfATULATE you, with no common 
{sincerity, on having got most completely into a 
scrape from whence all your finesse and prudent 
(Icmeanour will not be able to extricate vou. I 
have seen you, more than once, venture upon a 
Hight >\hich left my effrontery far behind, while I 
could not but envy you the advantages which pub- 
lic prepossession in your favour gave you over 
me. Frequently have I blasphemed my stars, for 
not having given me the art of saving appearances, 
Mhich you so eminently possess, but 1 have now 
good reason to hope, that you have, at length, 
fallen from your height, and will be obliged in 
future to roll in the mire with myself, and a few 
others of our common nature. The devil," in the 
language of the proverb, having long owed you a 
grudge, has taken a very fair opportunity to pay it. 
You may now exclaim, on your entrance into our 
Pandemonium, 

Hail.horpors, hail ! and thou, pTofouQdest hell, 
Jleceive thy new possessor. 
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For your cmrsolation^ hawever ^ I sliall inform 
you, that, before the period of my present incor- 
rigible humour, I was once in a state of disadvan- 
tage, very similar, in its circumstances and effects, 
to that which Has now overtaken you. You must 
know, then, that some years ago I had formed an 
unlucky plan to mortify my Right Reverend 
Uncle, who had taken some authoritative liberties 
with me, without giving him a fair opportuulty te 
express his resentment. This was no less than an 
Attack upon the temporal privilege of episcopacy, 
in possessing a seat in the House of Lords. I 
had some thoughts of my own upon the subject, 
but I had fortunately added to their number and 
importance from the accidental perusal of a re- 
published tract on the conduct of our bishops 
through upwards of twenty reigns, M'hich. unan- 
swerably proved, that, during so long a period, 
they had almost uniformly manifested themselves 
to be foes to rational liberty. I took up the 
argument in a very general view, urged it with 
modesty, and, what was better, with security, aa^ 
in case it had been returned with anger, I was 
armed with the opinion of my father, who was 
present, and, in his Persian Letters, has written 
to the same purpose. In short, I enjoyed all tbe 
triumph that my malicious expectation <^ould have 
framed. The prelate grinned with vexation, biit 
was forced to acquiesce in silence^ and I l^d my 
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revesige. Bat, not man^r days dfter^ iidieii ny re» 
sentment towards this reverend rela^on had bees 
lost in its fruition^ a trifling circumstance happen* 
«d^ which liis vigilant.anger gladly seized^ in order 
•to heap upon xne every indignity which his truly 
christian spirit was capable of producing. As a 
family parQr of us were crossing the roa4 on the 
«ide of Hagley Park^ a cbaisQ passed along, fol- 
lowed by a couple of attendants with French 
horns. Who can that be^ said my fatberf Some 
itinerant mountebank^ replied Ig if one may judge 
from hismusical followers. I really spoke with 
aU the indifference of an innocent mi^d : nor did 
it occur to me^ that the Right Reverend Father 
in God, my uncle^ had sometimes been pleased to 
travel with servants accoutred with similar iastru- 
oients. 

But evil on itself 'wiU soon recoil, 

«nd my recollectioD was soon restored to me by 
a torrent of abuse, which was, in length, violence, 
and, I had almost sud, in expression, equal to 
«ny sacred anathema of popish resentment In 
short, I WHS cursed, damned, »ad ^ent to the 
devil, in all the chaste periphrasis of a priest's 
implacabilify. The whole of the business was of 
a very singular nature : he availed himself of aa 
inoffeitisive occurrence to let loose his resentment 
at a past offence^ while I^ in a state of actual 



innocence^ sunk beneath the consciousness of my 
past guilt, lliis last part of the story is^ I pre* 
suine^ in perfect unison with your present feelings. 
■' — But, to conclude with a serious observatiofi,' 
be assured, my friend, that, however rich, great, 
or powerful a man may be, it is the height of folly 
to make personal enemies of any, but particu- 
larly from personal motiveid: for one unguarded 
moment — and who could support the horrors of 
a never-ceasing, suspicious vigilance ! — may yield 
you to the revenge of the most despicable of man- 
kind. From a very unpleasant experience of 
my own, I should, most sincerely, counsel every 
youftg man, who is entering on the theatre of the 
'world, to merit the good opinion of mankind, by 
an easy, unaffected, and amiable deportment to 
all, which will do more to make his walk through 
life respectable and happy, than those more strik- 
ing and splendid qualities, which are for ever in 
the extremes of honour or disgrace. — ^Adieu. — 
I shall be curious to hear of the progress you 
<make in the thorny paths of contrition, and whe- 
ther the fruits of it will be adequate to the hunu- 
liating penalties you must have undergone. 

I aui^ with great regard, , 

YourSy Stc, 
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-^ LETTER XXXVt 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I SINCERELY lament with you the death of 
Dr. Goldsmith, as a very considerable loss to the 
learned, the laughing, and the sentimental world* 
His versatile genius was capable of producing sa- 
tisfaction to persons of all these varying denomi- 
nations. But I shall, without hesitation, combat 
the opinion which you derive from the insolvent 
state in which he died, that geniw) and talents 
meet with an ungrateful return from mankind y 
and are generally seen to struggle with continual 
and insuperable difficulties. Plautus is related to 
have turned a mill; Boethius died in a gaol; 
Tasso was in constant distress; Cervantes died of 
hunger ; and our Otway from too eager an indul- 
gence of that appetite ; Camoens ended his days 
in an hospital ; and Vaugelas left his body to the 
surgeons to pay his debts as far as it would go. I 
could fill my paper with a melancholy detail of 
genius in misfortune; but it would require a 
volume of no common size to examine into the 
causes of such an affecting branch of human dis- 
tress : and if a work of that nature were to be 
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composed^ it would prove no more than what we 
already know^ that genius is not exempt from 
human failings^ and frequently possesses them in 
a degree superior to ordiuai7 tideoti and common 
dulness. An improvident spirit, and disdain of 
reflection, are no uncommon attributes of that 
character; and I need not inform a child of ten 
JFears M, Uiat the dnlkst Aosinaiite^ whb keeps 
on his ws^, will sooner arrive at his destiaed eiic^ 
thaa the fleetest courser of Newn^ailet/ who has 
taken m diiferexit directtooi. 

An uneolighteDed and barbarous age m^ay deny 
bread to men of underbuilding; but we have tb^ 
happiness to live in the fuil blaze of r eajuon ajjd 
]£nowledge» At tbiij period, tiie man of geoum^ 
as weU AS die ims ksarBedchsiracter, is equally tbi$ 
feunerof his^owo fprtune ; a«Mi it im^ arimffom 
»ome inhcsrent deficieiocy in botbi, whfo the.maan•^ 
of oomfartable esi^teoe^ ^ »^y »o more, are re* 
«n(He fri^m tbeia. This ^($is tbe. most favoura-** 
ble that has ever b^n 'known ux . the annals of 
lime, for men of gemus, talf lUts,. and skill>in aoy 
and •every braiidi of 3<:aenc^ and art. . To com^ 
liome, however^ to^yoair s^bject;. tell me, I beg 
of you, in what respect Dr. Goldsmith was neg^ 
ksctod. As -sooB as his tal^»(s wej^e known, tb^ 
public disccrvered ft rendy diitpositioa tQ reward 
Ihem; iior^lid Im ^vw produp^ tbci fruits of tbem 
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in vain. His mode of life if gmerafly kaofwn; 
tke profito of his labours we no secret^ aod the pa« 
Ironage beneath which he^ some time^ flourished, 
is a matter of public notoriety : nor sbdi I swerve 
Irem truth in the declaraticm^ that he was eacou** 
raged e^al to. his merits, wfaalevier tliey may have 
been ; and that the pubhc were ready to increase 
their favour in propordou to his exertions — Aak 
your bookseller what Dr. Goldsmith did acquire^ 
and what he might have aci|uired, by bis wrilitigs ; 
continue tl>e question, with respect to the narnier 
HI whidi many of tl)em were produced^ aod what 
was the spring which generally set his talents in 
«i!Otion. The respective replies will be sufiicient 
to convince yon^ that, if your favourite aulhor died 
in poverty, it was because he bad Bot £scretioii> 
enough to be rich. A rigid obedience to- the 
scripture commwid of Take no thought for to* 
moirew, with an ostentatious impatience of ooin^ 
vtnd au unreflecting spirit of benevolence, occa-* 
^ionedthe difficulties of Iris life, and the inaol*^ 
Vency of its end. He might have blessed himaelf 
with a happy independence ; enjoyed, without inr 
terruption, every wish of a wise man ; secured an 
iimple provision for his advanced age, if he had 
attained it, and have made a respectable last will 
and testament; and all this widiout rising up 
early, or fitting up late, if common sense had 
been added to his other attaiamfints. Su<ch a man 
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is awakened inta the exertion of his faculties but 
bv the impulse of some sense which demands en- 
joyment^ or some passion which cries aloud for 
gratification; by the repeated menace of a credi- 
tor, or the frequent dun at his gate : nay, should 
the necessity of to-day be relieved, the procrasti- 
nated labour will wait for the necessity of to- 
morrow ; and if death should overtake him in 
the interval, it must find him a beggar, and the 
age is to be accused of obduracy in suffering ge- 
nius to die for want ! If Pope had been a debau- 
chee, he would have lived in ft^ garret, nor enjoyeil 
the attic elegance of his villa on the banks of the 
Thames. If Sir Joshua Reynolds had been idle 
and drunken,, he might, at this hour, have been 
acquiring a scanty and precarious maintenance 
by painting coach-pannels and Birmingham tea- 
boards. Had not David Hume possessed the 
invariable temper of his country, he might have 
been the actual master of a school in the He- 
brides: and the inimitable Garrick, if he had 
possessed Shuter's character, would have acquired 
little more than ShMter's fame, and suffered Shu- 
ter's end. — Name me a man of genius in our days^ 
who, if he has been destitute of independence, 
had a right to Qomplain of any one bat himself. 
You may tell me that Lloyd died m a gaol ; and 
I believe, from every thmg I have beard of that 
very ingenious gentleinan, that his fate would 



I\av€ be^n tlie ssime, if he had f)ee0 tkirrr tQiSlief> 
inberituoce of nn simple fcH't^ne. You will addy 
P^rhaps^ the oame of your very lemrnad frieoA 
Morell. He certainly deserves well of, and isk 
esteemed by, the learned world; but the acute 
critic and profound grammarisui seems to be 
impelleil rather by the love of science, than the 
dasire of gain, — iis generally in the habit of frugal 
Qontent^ietH, and hides himself in that shade of 
r«tire[]ient, where the leai tied few alone can And 
him. I am* however, entirely of 3rOur opinion, 
that he merits a les^r^strained situation tlnui he 
possesses ; and I agree with you in not foi^iving 
Or. B> — — for a breach ol' jttstice in opposing his 
election to a feilowKhip at Eton. Such a pro»-* 
motion would have Ijeen a suitable reward for his 
labours, ^ud have aiforded him that ample inde- 
pendence, and learned retreat, which would have 

left liis closing life without a wish. B was 

the most able schoolmaster that ever grasped the 
birch ; and I am sorry be sliould disgrace his sue* 
ceeding and higher office, by opposing, as you tell 
me, more than once, the entrance of a man into 
his college, the circumstances of whose life and 
character gave him so fair a claim tp the prefer- 
ment which he solicited. But tliis ill treatment 
of your friend — fpr I think it sucb-^is not appli- 
cable to the age, but to the folly of a vain^ man^ 
who, find? a coi^M^atioafor Jhis disappointed amp- 
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bition in the despotic sway of a college, wherein 
he will not suffer a man to enter, whose cha- 
racter announces the least gleam of an independ- 
ent spirit. 

Learning and iine talents must be respected and 
valued in all enlightened ages and nations ; nay^ 
they have been known to awaken a most honour- 
able veneration in the breasts of men accustomed 
to spoil, and wading through blood to glory. An 
Italian robber not only refused the rich booty of 
a caravan, but conducted it under his safeguard^ 
when he was informed that Tasso accompanied it. 
The great Duke of Marlborough, at the siege of 
•Cambray, gave particular orders, that the lands, &c« 
of the admired Fenelon ysnchhishop of the diocese^ 
should not he profaned by the violence of war. 
Caesar, the ambitious Caesar, acknowledged Tit/- 
h/s superior character ; for that the Roman ora- 
tor had enlarged the limits of buman knowledge^ 
while he liad only extended those of his country. 
But to proceed one step higher. 

The great Emathian conqueror bid spare 

The house of Pinderus, when temple and tower 

"Went to fhe ground. 

Rest then assured, my friend, when a man of 
leavurag and tiilents does not, in tliis very rema- 
in lative age^ tiod encouragement, protection,'«n^ 
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independence, that such an unnatural circumstance 
must arise from some concomitant failings which 
render his labours obnoxious, or, at least, of no 
real utility. — Adieu, my dear Sir. — ^A long letter 
may admit of excuse on a subject which would fill 
a large volume, 

I am, with truth, 

Your faithful humble seivant. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



INDEED, my dear friend, you mistake the mat- 
ter : irony is not my talent, and B says I 

have too much impudence to make use of it. It 
is a fine rlietorical figure : and, if there were a 
chance of attaining the manner in which Junius 
has employed it, its cultivation would be worth 
my attention. But you add an harsh injustice to 
i*eal error, when you suppose that I have, em- 
pi 0}-ed any powers of raillery I may possess, on 
the subject of her most excellent Majesty. I 
recollect the conversation which produced this 
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report to my disn^antage^ and^ if it were trueytd^ 
my dishonour. I can easily despise the malice of 
those who midcrstand and misrepresent me'; but 
(hat ignorance which both misundcrstMids and 
misrepresents^ \» i»ortifying in tlie extreme. I 
should reiiily think it little less than blasphemy to 
speak ill of a princess who deserves so w^ell. The 
fjueen does honour to the British throne ; she has 
a right to the place she possesses in the breast of 
every reflecting Englishman ; and it has ever been 
my opinion, that her character unites the royal 
virtues of her station, with the most amiable qua- 
lifications of her sex. Nor have I ever been dis- 
posed to speak unfavourably of the ladies who> 
attend her person, or compose her suit. There^ 
are, I nmst own,, half a dozen figures of her 
household who aje objects of my pity ; and the 
strain of coimniseration which broke from me 
tm their sulijects, has been repi-esented,. I find, as- 
a contemptuous raillery of their royal mistress- 
My memory will serve me,. I believe^ to recollect 
the general tenour of my discourse on the occa* 
sion, which I shdil offer to your candid interpre* 
tatioft. 

The Dgmrger Ladjf Townsend, as you welt 
toow, divides the tmmau species into men,women, 

lind h ; and where is the crime, if I parody 

1MI her kdyshijp''43 logic^ aiiid apply it to the divU 
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mon of Tier Majesty's hoasehoM iuto men, women, 
«nd maid^ of honour ? Nor will it. be difficult to 
Justify this new line of distiiKtion, if we consider 
•the peculiar offices whidh compose the duty/ and 
the singular privileges which reward the service, 
of these courtly virgins. 

To make up, at least, two court suits in a year; 
'to dance as many court minuets in the same space ; 
to sidle, on days of duty, through the presence* 
chambers, at the tail of a royal procession; to take 
4ier place in an established corner of the drawmg- 
room ; to say yes. Sir, or no. Sir, and curtsey, 
>vhen she is noticed by the king; to say yes. 
Madam, aud no. Madam, and curtsey, when the 
^ueen does her the same honour ; to make an qC- 
4:asional one of six large hoops in a royal coach^ 
^and to aid the languor of 4in easy party in k 
side-box at a royal play; codapose the principal 
labours of a maid of honour's life,— But tbey ur§ 
*not without their rewards. — ^A moderate salary, 
-and a thousand pounds when Miss gets a bus- 
hmid ; an apartment in a palace, aod^ I beUeve> 
a dinner front a royal kitchen ; in tbe rotation of 
«ix weeks, a seven days' possession of a royal 
«coach, a royal <x)achman, and a shalAy pair of 
royal horses, for the purpose of shopping in the 
city, paying distant visits, airing in the king s road, 
and tlie being set down at the very gat« of Kea- 
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singtoti gardens^ while women of the first fashioit 
are obliged to trip it over a hundred yards of 
ga*eensward between their coaches and the place 
of admittance ; to take place of baronets' daugh- 
ters; to go to plays, operas, and oratorios, gratis ; 
to have physicians without fees, and medicines 
without an apothecary's bill ; to chat with lords 
and grooms of the bed-chamber around the fire 
of an anti-chamber ; to stroke the beardless face 
of a new-made page ; and, perhaps, to receive an 
heir-apparent's first effort at flirtation ;. (Constitute 
the various privileges of a maid of honour.. 

This brief history,, my dear friend,, you welC 
know to be founded in fact, and will, therefore^ 
be ready to applaud the tender pity I feel for 
these virgin automatons. I have never seen them* 
bringing up the rear of a royal train, but each of 
them has appeared to bear, in legible characters^, 
on her forehead> Who will marry me ? Never- 
theless,, upon the most fi^vourable average, not- 
one in three years, during the present reign, has 
been rewarded by Hymen ; which, in their parti- 
cular situation,, it is as pitiable a circumstance as 
can be found in the long catalogue of female 
mortifications. A lady of the bed-chamber is 
obliged only to a partial duty ; and, during tlie 
short period of her attendance, is, in some degree, 
the companion of her royal mistress y while the 
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virgins of honour are not admitted^ as I have been 
informed^ to stick a pin in a royal handkerchief. 
Even the women of the same department figure 
oidy in her Majesty's cast-ofF gowns on ro}al 
birth-days ; but these poor persecuted damsels are 
the common hackneys of drawing-room parade : 
whether ill or well, in humour or out of humour, 
by day-light, or by candle-light, they are obliged j^. 
through' three parts of the year, to be on the 
continual stretch of state-official exhibition. 

1 remember, when I was little more than a* 
boy, to have seen a young lady in training for this 
important office; and the whole of that serious 
business consisted in nothing more than a prac- 
tical lecture upon entrances and exits, the language 
of courtesies, and the art of conducting a large 
hoop in all modes and forms of possible pliancy. 
I laughed then a» boys laugh, and had some un- 
lucky thoughts in my head, which were not arrivedi 
at maturity: at this period, I would willingly give 
an opera-subscription to be present at a similar 
exercise. 

After this manner did I treat the honourable 
subject of her Majesty's honourable \irgins; and 
litde did I think that it would beget a long admo- 
nitory epistle from you^ to warn me against speak*- 
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iiig evil of dignities. My v^it, such as it is, had 
never dircfoted a single glance at th^ throne ; and 
I have received tlie welcome le^imony of your 
applause, more than once, for exerting tlie fiiU 
foixe of ttiy understanding to support the wished 
of it. You have my ready leave, my dear frtend> 
to laugh with me, and at me,-^to reprove and to 
^nionish me; but I must entreat you to relax 
your proneness to believe everjr idle tale which is 
fobricatt d to ttiy dishonour, 

t am, 8c<\ 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 

Your usiml accuracy has failed you in your sag* 
^estions concerning the rise and rapid progress 
of Mr. D— — t*s fortune. The history of that 
'gentleman's advancement to his present afHuence, 
if my immediatie recollection <ioe8 not £ul m^, i^ 
^as follows : 

I 

' That he ^VBS appointed to his first emplaymenft 

in the service of government by my £iU.her's in^r^ 

Ncst is true; and it may ^ .perhaps^ have been pro«* 

^cured for him from the motives which* current 

-opinion has assigned-; but of this I do not pr^ 

tend to be better informed than the rest of the 

'World. Thus placed in a situation of little or no 

leisure, he wa» left, I believe, hy our family pBh 

tronage, to look for any future promotion Arom 

liis own industry, the-chance of succession, or the 

^casual boon of fortune. The latter was disposed 

to smile oipon him, or it may be said with moxe 

propriety, to re^i'ard the prudent modesty widi 

"which he retreated from her first advances, to 

secure her greater favours. In the -usual course 

of promotion, he had an ticknowledged claim t9 

succeed to a vacant place of no kicoBBiderable 



profit On this occasion. Lord Holland^ for 
some particular reason which I have forgotten, op 
perhaps never heard,, wished to mal^e an irregular 
appointment in favour of some other person;, 
and, to comply with his lordship's wishes, Mr. 

D wisely waved his right of succession. That 

' nobleman, who never suffered a good office to be 
long unreturn^d, soon after procured Ilia! to be 
named commissary-general to the expedition then 
preparing to attack the French West-India islands. 
The success which attended it, together with the 
regular profits of his appointment, placed him in 
a situation,, with r^espect to fortune,, with which, 
it may be imagined, he was more than satisfied ;, 
and I have been told that he then looked no far- 
ther. But Lord Holland never thought he did 
enough for any one tliat had obliged him ; and I 
am greatly mistaken, if bis influence did not name 
Mr. D to the same employment in the for- 
midable armament, which was sent against the 
Havannali and succeeded. The fortunes acquired 
by that capture are well known,, and Mr. D— 's • 
was among the largest of them. On his return 
to England, he soon began to display a love of 
ostentation, which he indulged, however,.as I un- 
derstand, without injuring his fortune ; for though 
George has no small shaie of vanity, it has sel- 
dom operated so far as to make him inattentive 
to ibs sumnium bonum of life. He built a fine 
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house in Porttnan-square^ and purchased the very 
capital estate of Tong- Castle^ in Shropshire^ oF 
the Duke of Kingston. He inunediately renewed>, 
or rather improved^ the ancient form o£ the de- 
cayed edifice^ adorned with the venerable decora-- 
tions of Gothic aixhitecture, beautified its sur- 
rounding lawns,, and conducted through them a 
long extent of fine water^ which flows on three 
sides of the stately edifice.. The castle is a very 
large building,, contains many very capacious 
apartments,^ and is* furnished with as profusion of 
pictures and splendid upholstery- Though it is 
not situated in- a fine part of the country^ yet^, 
taken in all its circumstances^, it may lay no stnall 
elaim to the character of ms^ificence. The. 
owner of it might have built, a. new and more 
commodious house, for much, less money than has 
been expended in the reparations of the old one; 
but the word: castle is a sounding word; it was iii< 

unison, with Mr. D ^s notions o£ grandeur;^ 

and, apprehensive that this favourite title might, 
by degrees,, be forgotten with the lofty turrets 
and stately^ hatUements, he resolved, to clothe 
them in more than pristine grandeur,, and thus 
secure their aucient, honourable name, till, 
time or chance should destroy them for evec. 
Some of my old neighbours positively assert, that 
they remember to have heard George D de- 
clare,, when he was a youth, that he boped^one 
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<^y or other^ to be possessed of a larger house 
than Hagley; and they insist upon it that he 
gives such great extent to the limits of Tong^Cas^ 
Jf/e> merely to fulfil his own prediction* — But this 
"by the way. — ^The world in general, who were not 
•acquainted witl\ 4he ambition of his early days, 
have thought^ that^ by this creation of splendour, 
he hoped to allure some lady of ndble birth and 
great connexions 4o become the mistress of it. 
The bait offered by so handsome a man as he 
certainly is, would, in all probability, have beea 
soon taken, but, in this particular, expectation has 
'been very much disappointed ; for he has actually 
•made a kind o^ half-runaway match M'ith a little 
•quaker of eighteen years of age, and educated in 
•all the ligour of her sect. She has iK) preten^ 
>6ions to -beauty, — I write mei'ely from informa^ 
Jition, — ^but possesses a very agreeable person, with 
a most aqiiable simplicity, and loves her husband 
4o idolatry. I have heard your friend Counsellor 
Day speak in high terms of her fetlier, as a man 
of excellent understanding, polite manners, and 
generous dispositions. Since this marriage, tlie 
superb service of plate very sddom makes its ap- 
pearance; and die master of the noble castle, as 
J am told, noxv lives in a comer of it, with a 
small party of liis relations, and seems to be 
growing into a disregasd of the intrigues and 
fashions of public life. His brother is the paih 



soiii of my parish^ and is called Doctor Joifp;- 
but the divine and the squire do not hold a very 
friendly intercourse. 

I rather think that this little piece of biography 
is pretty well founded: if, however^ it should 
possess any errors^ which m^y be the case, I beg 
leave to assure you tliat they are not of my inven- 
tion. As to Mr. D-^ 's unpopularity with the- 

Lytieliott family, it does not arise, perhaps, from^ 
what you and the world may,, with some reason,, 
suppose; but from a subsequent circumstance, 
of which you, and the world, are, in general, igno- 
rant. When my was governor of J ^ 

he received positive orders to raise and discipline 
a regiment of negroes for the service of the Ha- 
vannah expedition. As this supply did not joia 
the grand arnuunent-at the time appointed, Mr. 
D was dispatched to Jamaica, by the com- 
mander in chief, to chide the tardy levies ; and,, 
9S report says, be fobnd a very surprising laf^nor 
in obeying these very important orders of govem- 
ment< On such an occasion, he was, perhaps,, 
instructed to threaten an accusation of delinquen- 
cy against the governor, to the powers at home;, 
and it is equally probable, that he dtd not forget 
his ii^ructions. Whether this neglect was re- 
paired by subsequent exertions, or whether it wa^ 
forgotten in the )»iccesses which followed, I do 
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irtot know; tut I very well remember, that at tlie 
^me, my father was very uneasy about it, and 
'Complained in angry terms to the clergyman oiF 
^Hagley, of his brother's forwardness to disgrace 
a branch of that family, by wliich his own had 
t)een so warmly protected. Here the matter 

rested; but tjiat George D should have been 

elevated to a situation, wherein he could repeat 
what was called an insolent menace to one of the 
Li/ttelton family, will never be remembered with- 
T)Ut much mortification, and, therefore, can never 
^e forgiven.— Adieu. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

• 

MUCH of the disputes, and, consequently, many 
of the inconveniences, of this world, arise from the 
-strange difficulty (for a strange one it is) that men 
find in understanding each other's meaning.— 
Hence tlie never-ending game of cross purposes^ 
in which all of us, at times, are so much engaged^ 
A leadir^ cause of this disunion is a negligence 
in using terms appropriate to their object. The 
philosopher^ it is true^ must generalize his ideas. 
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Tto compass the views ©f his inquiring mind. It 
is by such an application of his intellectual facul- 
^tSes, that he surmounts such a variety of obstacles ; 
that he passes from individual man to a whole 
people ; from a people, to the human race; from 
the time in which he lives, to the ages lliat are to 
come ; from \\^at he sees, to that whicTi is invi- 
•sible. But in conveying flie fruits of Tiis study and 
reflection to others, he must condescend to weigh 
words, compare terms, and preclude all possibi- 
^lity of error in those he instructs,, by using a sim- 
plicity of definition, a perspicuity of expression, 
and, where the barrenness of language denies the 
immediate term, a neatness of periphrase which 
not only invites but creates -conception. 

You are pleased, in your last letter, to charge 
>the present age willi the crime of scepticism ; and 
you have abandoned yourself to a more than com- 
mon energy on the sulyect. To tell you the truth, 
i do not very clearly perceive the tendency of your 
accusation. If it alludes to religion, you would, 
I think, find some difficulty to maintain jour po- 
sition: if it should glance at politics, our national 
submission is certainly against you : or, leaving 
th6 higher concerns of the world, if you should 
apply your assertion to the ordinary intercourse 
and common transactions between man and man, 
you are truly unfortunate, as an extreme cullibi- 
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5ly soems to be one of the leading features pf tlie 
present times. The age in which we live does 
^ot possess so great a share, as former centuries^ 
of that faith which is able to remove mountains :: 
blind credulity, by the insults it so long offered tO' 
reason, has, in a gieat measure, destroyed itself,- 
or is rather become modified into that sobriety of 
belief^ which is consistent with a rational being. 
iThe gawdy, awful, and presuming phantom* of 
papal authority, has long begun to disappear ; 
that blazing meteor, which for &o many ages daz- 
zled the superstitious world, verges towards tlie 
horizon,^ and grows pale before the steady embo- 
died light of liberal unimpeded science. But I 
cannot believe, although luxury and dissipation^ 
with their concomitant depravities^ have made 
such enormous strides among the higher orders,, 
that infidelity in religious matters is a leading 
characteristic of our times. If we turn from the 
church to the state, the firm confidence of a vei*y 
great majority of the people in a government,, 
which, I am forced to confess, does not possess 
all the wisdom that such a government ought to 
possess, is a circumstance, which, were I. to en- 
large upon it, you would be perplexed to answer. 
In the ordinary transactions of life, the wanton- 
ness of commercial credit is well prepared to give 
the lie direct to any charge of incredulity. Ask 
Foley, Charles Fox^ and a thousand others^ what 
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they think of modern infidelity ; and they Vvill tell 
you> that the Jews themselves, that unbelieving 
race^ have deserted from the standard of scepti- 
cism, andj having borne the stigma of spiritual 
unbelief for upwards of seventeen hundred years, 
are^ at this moment^ groaiiing beneath the eifecta 
of temporal credulity. 

Credula turba sitmus — We are a credulous race 
of beings; and the most steady professors of 
scepticism are deceived by others, and deceive 
tliemselves, every hour of the day. Religion, 
which commands, among its evident truths, the 
belief of matters which we cannot entirely com- 
preliend, will, sometimes, so habituate the mind 
of its submissive disciple to acts of faith, that he 
does not know how to withhold his assent to the 
most improbable fictions of human fancy; and 
the Credo quia impossibile est of Tertullian is 
readily adopted by his yielding piety. I shall 
couiii'm the truth of this observation by a story 
which I have heard related, and is not more ex- 
traordinary in its nature, than the tone, look, and 
language of belief which accompanied the rela- 
tion. — A traveller, benighted in a wild and moun- 
tainous country, (if my recollection does not fail 
me, in the Highlands of Scotland,) at length be* 
bolds the welcome light of a neighbouring habi- 
tation. He ui:ges his horse towards it; when^ 
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instead of a house, he approached a kind of ilki- 
niinated chapel, from whence issued the most 
iiianniiig sounds he had ever heard. Though greatly 
surprised and terrified, he ventured to look 
through a window of the building, when he Mas 
amazed to see a large assembly of cats, who> 
arranged in solemn order, were lamenting over 
the corpse of one of their own species, which 
lay in state, and was surrounded with the vaiious 
emblems of sovereignty. Alarmed and territied 
at this extraordinary spectacle, he hastened from 
the place with greater eagerness than he ap- 
proached it ; and arriving, some time after, at the 
house of a gentleman who never turned the wan- 
derer from his gate, the impressions of what he 
liad seen were so visible on his countenance, that 
his friendly host inquired into the cause of his 
anxiety. He accordingly told his story, and, 
having iSnished it, a large family cat, who had 
lain, during the narrative, before the fire, imme- 
diately started up, and very articulately exclaimed, 
*' Then I am king of the cats!" and> having thus 
announced its new dignity, the animal darted up 
the chimney, and was seen no more. 

Now, the man, who seriously repeated this 
strange and singular histoiy, was a peer of the 
realm, had been concerned in the active scenes 
of life, and was held in high esteem and vene* 
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ration among mankind for his talents, ^'isdom^ 
and christian piety. After this information, which 
I give you as a serious fact, what have you to 
say ? — It is impossible but you must immediately 
withdraw your charge of infidehty against a pe- 
riod which could produce one such implicit be- 
liever, 

As for mvself, I will readilv confess to vou 
tiiat I am neither a sceptic nor a believer. I have 
enough of scepticism to prevent the throwing my 
share of faith away: at the same time 1 feel 
within me that there is something, which 1 can- 
not very well explain, the belief whereof I ought 
to cultivate, and from whence I should derive 
much satisfaction and contentment, could I but 
frame my mind to the purpose. — If, however, 
after all my reasoning, you should still conti- 
nue to fix a sceptical character upon, the present 
age, I trust that you will, at least, discai'd it from 
your own breast, while I assure you of the great 
regard with which I am 

Your most sincere humbU servant. 
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LEITER XL. 



MY DEAR SIS^ 

Your letters to me are those of friehdiliip. 
Under the impression of this sentiment^ I, at all 
times^ receive them : nevertheless, they are at- 
tended with thb disagreeable circumstance, that> 
in my answers to them, I am so often obliged to 
make myself the hero of my own tale. 

Yonr last charge has a foundation in truth ; 
and the persons whom you name as being in the 
circle of my intimacy, are received at my house, 
and admitted to my table. You tell me it is not 
only a dishonour, but a crime, to herd with such 
men as familiar associates ; and that it is beneatb 
a rational beii^ to receive these outcasts from all 
other society into mine, inerely to be flattered by 
their submission, to have base engines of my plea- 
sures, or ol:yetts for that raillery which will not be 
returned. It is too true that 1 cannot altogether 
combat the force of these very severe observa- 
tions ; but let me persuade you to bestow any small 
portion of your leisure on the volume of human 
nature^ to take a short review of human failin*^s^ 
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and then to cast your eye upon that page whereon 
my name is written. You will there discover that 
my character is divided between an ardent desire 
of applause, and a more than ,e(]ual love of plea- 
sure; and, on this discovery, your considerate 
res^ard will look with less severity upon me. 
When you have done me this justice, proceed, I 
beseech you, one step farther ; examine the world 
upon my subject, and you will know what con- 
firmed prejudices it possesses against me ; that I 
am the continual victim of its injustice ; and that, 
not contented to blazon forth my defects and fol- 
lies into a false unnatural magnitude, it seems 
pleased with the malignant task of fabricating 
tales to my dishonour. Public opinion aims at 
excludmg me from a familiar intercourse with 
men of virtuous life, and women of chaste man- 
ners : so that, when I appear even in general 
societies, mothers seem to be alarmed for their 
daughters, husbands for their wives, and fathers 
for their sons : nay, the very impures of the town 
have refused my most generous offers, from an 
apprehension of my capacity for mischief. I will 
freely own that my life has been marked vvith an 
extravagance of dissipation ; but neither the force 
of my passions, &c.. not their success, though, 
viciously speaking, I might be vain of the latter, 
can justify these violent aiid continual feais ctf 
me. 
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But let us suppose, for a moment, that this 
liiost pfodigal of all prodigals should meditate » 
reformation, and begin the salutary work with tiie 
favourable omen of shutting his doors against 
those vagabonds, to use your own expression^ 
whom 3'ou accuse him of suffering to enter them. 
If, in the arduous task of winning the forfeited 
esteem of mankind, I should begin with paying 
my court to the lights of the church, and beg 
their sanction to my infant repentance, tnbse holy 
men would not only suspect the sincerity of my 
declarations, but do my effrontery the credit to 
believe, that, under the semblance of contrition, 
I \%as meditating some unholy impertinence to the 
saered lawn. Permit me to continue the singular 
idea, and suppose me commencing my round of 
episcopal visits with one of the first chaiiac- 
TERs of this age and nation, the present Bishop 
of London. After some hesitation on the part 
of my coachman, you may imagine me at \\is 
lordship's gate, where it cannot be supposed that 
I should find admittance. — But this is not all. — ► 
Mrs. Lowth would, probably, throw my visiting 
card into the fire, and forbid the porter to enter 
my name in his book ; while th^ right reverend 
prelate would determine to take the opportunity 
of some debate in the House of Lords, wherein 
I might be engaged^ to satisfy his politeness as 3 
gentlemian^ by leaving his name at my door^ with- 
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out any apprehension of being admitted within it. 
— What ! would you have me w ander a solitary 
being through the world, too bad for the good, 
and too good for the bad ? — My whole nature 
shudders at the idea, and I should perish in the 
attempt. I love superiority, flattery, and east ; 
aiid the society which you condemn affords tiie 
three-fold gratification. You will tell me that it 
consists of dishonourable men : in the common 
sense of the term you may be right; but dulcibus 
abundant vitiU ; and as bad instruments in the 
hands of agreeable performers, make a pleasant 
concert, so these characters compose an amusing 
society. With them I am under no restraint ; 
they know the history of the day: some of them, 
also, are well accomplished ; and while they play 
upon one another, I can play upon them ali. 
Besides; coffee may be ordered at whatever hour 
I please without an opposing look; and while I 
confer honour, I enjoy convenience. 

You will, perhaps, be disposed to inquire if I 
think 'it worthy of me, in ihe phrase of vulgar 
tongues, to enjoy the character of king of the 
convfanif^ — ^The love of rule, my dear Sir, is, 
more or less, the inmate of every breast : it is 
allied to all the pre-eminent virtues; and the 
greatest men have owed their greatness to it. 
C(K>^aT declared tliat th« first ofiSce of a village 
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Mas preferable to the second station in the Ro- 
man world. Whiiefieldy I believe, would not 
have exchanged his tabernacle for a metropolitan 
diocese ; ZinzendorjJ, amid the submission of his 
Moravian followers, looked down with pity o«i 
despotic empire ; nor, in the government of my 
Vandcmoninmy do I envy all the didactic honours 
of your Lyceum, 

It may be an opinion which proceeds from a dis- 
solute refinement, but it is mine, — that pleasure 
is not pleasure, if difficulties are necessary to its 
enjoyment. I wish, as it were, to have it brought 
liome to me, without my stirring across the thres- 
hold. iSIy taste for gratification is like their piety 
\\ ho erect chapels in their houses : it makes a 
domestic priesthood necessary to me ; and, while 
tlie persons who compose it are zealous in their 
functions, I shall look no farther. Tlie circum- 
stances of my past life have produced the colour 
of the present moment; a future period may re- 
ceive another hue. The events of every passing 
hour, in characters such as mine, as well as in 
btiiers which are supposed to be much better^ 
must furnish the tints. Experience may do some-^ 
thing in my favour;, your friendly oracles may 
do more ; the calls of public duty may have their 
effect. To conclude, time and chance happen 
ttntd all men : and through their it^uencej^ the 
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fcour may arrive when prelates will eat my soup 
without fear of contamination^ andi modest wo- 
men admit me to their society without apprehend- 
ing a loss of reputation.— Do not be angry with 
me^ I beseech you ; it is impossible to treat the 
subject otherwise : and^ if I might add another 
petition to the many you have already so kindly 
granted^ let me entreat you to give our corres- 
pondence a more pleasing and profitable subject^ 
than the failings of 

Your very sincere 
And obliged^ 8cc. 



LETTER XU. 

The world at large is so disposed to generalise, 
that it is seldom right when it descends into the 
detail of opinion. It has so many eyes and ob- 
jectSj that, in the act of particularising the sources 
of its favour or disapprobation^ the rectitude or 
error of its conclusions are both the effect of 
hazard. I> as you too well know, have been the 
subject of its severest censure ; but, with all my 
faults, I have much reason to complain of its pre* 
cipitate injustice. 
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' Among other instances of its premature indis* 
position towards me, the circumstance to which 
you have alluded with so much humour, is in proof 
of my assertion ; and to heighten my mortification 
at that time, my own family joined the popular 
cry : so that, in pronouncing all possibility of 
amendment, the devoted prodigal was driven to 
a situation which absolutely precluded him from 
it. 

My father, in a long detail of my unworthiness, 
which, with his usual tenderness, he dealt forth to 
llwrry de Sails, as a climax to the amiable his- 
tory, concluded the list of my enormities with 
declaring, that I actually intrigued with three diffe- 
rent women of fashion at one and the same time. 
Without making any comment on the very credit- 
able account given of me, and the favoui able pic- 
ture which his pious lordship displayed of our 
iirst-rate females, permit me to assure you, that 
neither my prowess with the ladies, nor any fool- 
ish unworthy deed of mine, occasioned the pater- 
nal displeasure of that moment. The subject of 
an occasional morning's reading was the tnie but 
unacknowledged cause of my disgrace. I shall do 
myself the justice of relating the fact to you in all 
its circumstances. 

You must have heard of the celebrated sceptir 
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ca! writer Claude Anet, Hw works, and the 
prosecution which they brought upon him, have 
conspired to give his name no small share of pub- 
lic notoriety. It will be also necessary to inform 

you, that, after the sacred writings, Lord L 

has directed his partial estimation to two popular 
theological productions. The one details, ex- 
plains, and observes upon, the Resurrection of 
Christ; and the other defends the character and 
conduct of the Apostle Paul. Tlie former was 
written by his dearly beloved friend Mr. West; 
the latter, by himself. The infidel Claude Anety 
among other matters, thought proper to give these 
two publications a particular and separate consi- 
deration. He had the abominable impudence to 
declare, that they were not only deficient in their 
principles, but that they were logically defective 
in the means they took to support them : nay, he 
undertakes to give them arguujents superior to 
any they have used, and then to confute them. 
On this ground he opens his battery, and makes 
his attack ; nor is he without his partizans among 
men of learning and talents, as 1 have been in- 
formed, who do not hesitate to assign him the 
victory. Of* this I do not pretend to determine ; 
I have, in truth, no genius for that line of criti- 
cism. The mode of proceeding, however, must 
be acknowledged to have been accompanied with 
an air of insolence and contempt^ which might 
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have been the cause of mortification to men of a 
less sensible fibre than one, at least, of those against 
whom it was directed. It had this effect in the 
extreme : for the pity of the christian gave way to 
the pride of the author ; and the damnable sceptic, 
instead of being the object of fervent prayer, that 
he might be converted from the error of his way, 
was wafted, in a moment, by his pious antagonist, 
to the howling portion of the devil and his angels. 

In an unlucky hour it was discovered, that this 
offensive volume was in my possession, and the 
subject of my occasional, meditation ; and from 
hence arose that unexpected burst of displeasure 
that fell with so much weight upon me, and w hich 
had instant recourse to my graceless life, as the 
pretended reason for its justification. I do not 
know a quality of the human mind that is of 
such an absorbent nature as vanity : in one disap- 
pointed moment it will suck up the virtue of 
years. If Claude Anet had levelled his shafts in 
a different direction, or I had increased my cau- 
tion in tracing their course, I might have intrigued 
with a whole seraglio of women of fashion, with- 
out drawing upon me an atom of that vengeance 
of which I was the victim. I could not tell the 
true cause, as it would have increased, if possible, 
the irritation against me, without doing any good ; 
and, besides, my authority would liave beeu lighlier 
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than a feather, in the public opinion, when put in 
competition with the power that persecuted me : 
— for, religious opinions apart, the whole was an 
abominable persecution. 

I never felt so sensibly the inconvenience of a 
bad cliaractcr as at this period. Impudence could 
do but little ; hypocrisy, which is so thick a garb 
for half mankind, was not a veil of gauze to me ; 
and as for repentance, that was not in tlie reach 
of ordinary credibility. I was really in the situ- 
ation of the qaaker\ dog, who, being caught in 
the ^ct of robbing the pantj-y, was told, in all tli« 
complacency of revenge, by his amisd>le master^ 
*^ 1 will not beat thee, nor kill tliee, for thy thiev* 
ii^ ; but I will do worse, for 1 will give tliee a 
bad)uunei' and immediately, on driving him from 
tlie house, alarmed the neighbourhood with tlie 
culm assurance that he was a mad dog: so that 
the poor animal was pursued with the uuieflectiug 
brutahty usual on such occasions, which soon put 
an end to his existence. — You may ti'uly apply 
this story to 

Yoiu" affectionate^ Sic, 
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LETTER XLII. 

You must confess, as I am sure you very well 
know, that one of the great arts, if not the prin- 
cipal one, in acquiring a reputation, as well as 
preserving it, is to know the extent of our genius^ 
what objects are most suitable to it, in what ti-ack 
its propensities should be conducted, and what 
point to place the limits beyond which it must 
venture with caution, as well as the ne plus vHrOy 
whose barriers it must not venture to pass. The 
man who possesses this knowledge, and acts ac- 
cording to the dictates of it, will not fail to make 
a respectable figure in any station, and with any 
talents ; but in a high station, and great talents, 
he may be secure of familiaiizing his name with 
future ages. 

Ambition, an ardent and specious child of 
self-love, continually urges men to pursue ob- 
jects beyond their reach. Avarice, an horrid 
unnatural cub of the same origin, and a disgrace 
to it, takes a track which reason disdains, and 
honour must condemn, to satisfy its desires. 
Envy delights itself in obstructing the prosper- 
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ous career of others; and folly> dreaming of 
what it cannot possess, will aim at the wreath of 
wisdom. In short, an ignorance of ourselves, 
from whatever cause it may proceed, whether 
from passion or want of reflection, is the origin of 
all our mistakes in private as well as public life. 
In the former, the mischief may be of the nar- 
row extent ; but, in the latter, tlie evil may af- 
fect, not only the people, but every quarter of the 
globe. The grand source of that glory which 
shone, and will continue to shine, with resplen- 
dent lustre oh Mr. Pitfs administration of this 
country, till the annals of it are no more, was a 
right application of means to ends, and^ among 
others, of employing men according to the na- 
ture and tendency of their characters and talents. 
You must perceive the drift of my argument ; 
that it leads to the defence of my public politi- 
cal conduct since I have succeeded to my office 
in the constitution. — ^You tell me of application 
to business, and of throwing aside a golden sine- 
cure as disgraceful to a real patriot. You coun- 
sel me, in the most flattering manner, to cl^m 
an arduous post of government, and, by a vigi* 
kmt attention to its duties, to make a better re- 
turn for the emoluments of office, than half a 
dozen flowery orations in Parliament, during a 
winter's session, which are^ in your opinion, suf- 
ficiently rewarded by the gratifications of my own 
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vanity. TTiis, I must acknowledge, is coming at 
onccy and without ceremony, to the point ; but 
think for a moment, and ask yourself, what kind 
of figure I should make at the desk. Can you 
imagine that it is in my nature, and, of course, ia 
my capacity, to bear the oppression of such 
multifarious and eternal business as must claim 
the attention of an eminent official statesman? 
The admirable structure of the British Constitu^ 
tion, its commerce, its interests, and its alliances, 
have been the objects of my serious inquijy and 
attentive consideration. I tiiLe continual occasion 
to watch the changing scene of its political move-* 
ments : I form, with much thought, my opinions 
upon them : I deliver those opinions, in my 
senatorial capacity, to the world ; not from the 
suggestions of a giddy hour, or from the spur of 
momentary vanity, but from imrious research, 
ardent reflection, and deliberate prepamtion. To 
this ]K)int my talents, such as they are, must be 
directed; and, by haviog ^ven them in some 
degree dieir natural direction, I have acquired a 
political reputation, which woiiU be lost in con- 
tempt and derision, were they to be employed in 
the routine of official employment, and the^ per- 
plexities of ministerial duty. Besides, if there 
be any tiling which requires a more than vestai^s 
vigilance, it ' is the guidance of a principal wheel 
in (he machine of our government ; and sudi a 
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.continual attention is foreign to my nature, 
mighty pei'haps^ possess it for a certain time, and 
apply it with zeal, may I not add, with repu- 
.tation? but my existence would be- insupportable, 
if the intervals of relaxation did not frequently 
relieve me, w hen I might retire 

To sport with Amaryllis in the shade, 
Or with the tangles of Neaera's liain 

There is a certain degree of phlegm absolutely 
. necessary to the w^ell-being of society ; but I pos* 
sess not an atom of it. There is also an ardour 
of mind that leads to national as well as personal 
greatness, nor am I without an active flame of it ; 
but it burns by flashes, and possesses me only in 
common with other contending passions, which, 
in their tuni, command my obedience, and are 
obeyed. Suffer the stream, I beseech you, to 
flow in those channels which nature has designed- 
for it : let it pass on sometimes in foaming eddies, 
and sometimes with a tranquil wave : be content 
to watch its progress ; and, though it may now 
-force its angry passage through the divided moun- 
tain, your eye may soon behold its cr}'stal surface 
reflect the golden harvests and flowery meadows. 
But, should its natural course be changed, it 
would be quickly lost in bog and morass i nor 
; ever grow into that extent and grandeur of wateriJ 

M 
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"whicK many tivldcts attain be!bre tliey reach tter 

ociean. 

Is there not, in my town fattiily, an immediate 
circiVmstante of ridicule which comeji in aid of my 
argument ? — My ftither, who made a respectable 
figure as a senator in both houses of'^parliament, 
and possessed that theoretic political erudition 
which constituted him an able counsellor of the ^ 
slate, was incapable, as you very well know, of 
counting twenty pounds^ if thrown in a promis- 
cuous heap of the different British coins : — nevei*- 
theless, he was appointed to preside at the exche- 
quer, to contrive ways and means, and to mfa 
through the combinations of finance, without^tlje 
knowledge of arithmetic which is necessary to all 
overseer of the poor. And Mhat was the conse- 
quence ? The whole nation was upon the titter 
during his short*-lived adnimistration ; nor does 
any visitor of Hagley House pass through the 
room which is adorned with tlie exchequer 
strong-box, but beholds the empty badge and sad 
memorial of his ministerial honours, with a 
significant look of wonder, or shrug of disappro- 
bation. 

The sage physician endeavours to meliorate, 
but not to change, the constitution of his patient, 
and infuses, by degrees^ those wholesome aids 
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vflnch may help to lessen its infirmities. T&e 
same wise conduct should be pursued in the care 
of mental health ; and to aim at turning the na* 
tural bent of genius is an application of moral 
quackery, which will destroy all fervour of ability, 
administer an opiate to the faculties of mind, bring 
on apathy and torpor^ and destroy all intellectual 
nerve for ever. 

V* Adieu, &c. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



I TAKE the opportunity of a sober hour, M'hile 
every one of the society here, except myself, is 
happy in the delirium of a fox-chase, to tell you 
where I am, what I am about, and with whom 
ei^ag^d. The spleen of a gloomy day seized 
upon my spirits ; so I ordered my chaise, and 
sought the oilivening hospitality of this mansion. 
To increase our satisfaction, who should arrive an 
hour after me but your clerical friend, whose blunt 
simplicity and unpolished benevolence afforded 
their usual entertainment. P arson Adarm — for he 

M 21 
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has no oflier name within these walls — came on 
Thursday to dinner^ and continued with us, in 
much joy and heart, till Saturday afternoon; 
when, suddenly awaking from a kind of snoring 
dose, he made a .most vociferous and unexpected 
demand if it was not the last day of the week ; 
and receiving, after some pause of astonishment 
and laughter, an answer in the affirmative, he arose 
in haste, examined his pockets with a most anxi- 
ous vivacity, and then broke the cordage of the 
bell, in the violence of ringing it. Being requested 
to explain the meaning of all this agitation, he 
observed, in a tone of voice which betokened no 
small disappointment, that as, in truth, it was Sa- 
turday, the morrow must, in the natural order of 
time, be Sunday ; and as Sunday was the Sabbath- 
day, it was fitting he should immediately return 
home, to prepare himself for the duties of it. 
The night approached and threatened darkness ; 
it was, therefore, proposed to him to retake the 
possession of his arm-chair, nor to think of busi- 
ne,ss till the next morning. " My good friends," 
replied the doctor, '^ it becomes me to inform^ 
*^ you, that my habitation is fourteen miles dis- 
^' tant, and that the church, where I am to offi- 
'^ ciaie to-morrow morning, is exactly in the 
midway ; so that, if I remain here till the time 
ygu propose, I must ride fourteen miles to fetch 
*^ a sermon, return seven of the same miles ta. 
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preach it^ and then go over these individual 
seven miles for the third time to preach the 
same sermon again^ which I take, according to 
^^ common arithmetic, to be no less than twenty- 
'^ eight miles ; and all this riding, with double 
^^ duty, will be too much both for man and beast. 
I really thought," continued our divine, ^' that 
I had equipped myself with a sermon, in order 
^^ to make the first church an half-way house on 
my return to ray own parish ; but I have either 
foi^ot to clap my divinity in my pocket, or I 
took it out accidentally with my tobacco-box in 
my way, and have unfortunately dropped it in 
the road." He then emptied all his pockets 
one by one, not forgetting the side-pockets of his 
breeches, turned them inside out, covered the 
floor with a quantity of dry crumbs of bread and 
cheese, looked into his tobacco-box, took his 
watch from his fob, poked down two of his 
fingers, examined the lining of his coat,* and at 
length, with a deep sigh, and a huge expectoration 
upon his handkerchief, which he had thrown upon 
the ground, he gave it up for lost. ^^ It was," said 
he, " the best discourse I had to my back, and 
" as pretty a piece of supernaculum as ever was 
'^ enclosed in black covers. It was divided," con- 
tinued he, '^ into three parts ; the first was taken 
^' from Clarke^ the second from Abernethy^ and 









^ (be fliird nvas composed by myself; aod the 
two practical observations were translated froai 
a Latin sermon^ preached and printed at Ox- 
ford in the year of our Lord 1736." — On my 
observing that his discourse had as many heads as 
CerheruSyhe grew warm, and told me it w^as much 
better to have three beads than none at all. " But,**' 
added the doctor, ^^ if you wish to know more of 
" the matter, it had four beginnings, and seven 
'^ conclusions; by the help whereof I preached it, 
with equal success, on a Christmas-day, for the 
beneht of a charity, at a florist's feiist, an assize^ 
*' an archdeacon's visitation, and a fiineral, besides 

^^ common occasions." On this account, F 

observed that it put liim in mind of the mention 
made, in Tristram Shandy, of a text which would 
suit any sermon, and a sermon which would suit 
any text. This the zealous preacher loudly de- 
clared was a false insinuation; for that his 
text was steady to its post, nor had ever deserted 
it; and that whoever took him for a man who 
would hold out a false flag, or change his colours^ 
on any occasion, mistook his character, and did 
him a very sensible injustice. At this period, the 
master of the house returned from a quiet but 
fruitless examination of his book-case, for the 
purpose of finding, perchance, some old printed 
ainnon which might have served the doctor's pur-^ 
pose, prolonged the pleasure of his society^ aud 
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a»vc4 him lii^ d^rk 2(iid dan^evous jonrpe;, O^ 
thi^ dis^ppointiijeHt, 1 vepture^ to remark, ihatj^ 
as l^e bad given us sp many qgreeqble speciineiif 
of his ready elQcjuence, it was certaioly in \\\^ 
povv^ tq treat his flock with an extf mppre dis- 
^ours^ ; s^nd I strpugly recp^ mended Uii^ to 
udopt my idea, when he struck ii^e duinb, by 
banting tp ipe, in a loud signiiicj^nt vvhisp^r, X\\a,\ 
J was i);^ist^ken in supposi^ig it to be a3 easy 4 
business to preach a sensible di«(*ouise ou ^ 
diviu^J subject, extempore, in ^ pMlpi^> as? to ta\k 
a precipitate hour of flowery, frothy noiisensej oi^ 
^ political o^e, in thp Pailiainen^ House, At; 
this momei^t of superiority his horse was ao.-; 
flounced, and we all attended to hear, rqthciF 
than to see, him depart, which he did with 
much horse lapguage, and in a night of triple 
darkness. 

It was now seven oVlock ; our spirits were fled 
>Yitb the parson: we gambled a little, but not 
with sufficient spirit to keep us awake, till at 
length supper fortunately arrived to change the 
scene ; and I had scarce dissected the wing of a 
cap pn, when we were all alarmed by a voice froni 
tlie court, which repeated the cry of ^^ House ! 
House!" with uncommon vehemence. We left 
the table and h|irrled to the hall- door, when the 
same voice demanded, in the same tone, whether 
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that was the road to Bridgenorlh ? On a reply 
in the negative, it continued, '^ I suppose, then, 

I am at Davenport House/' On a second 

reply in the negative,— — '^ '^Then where the 
devil am I f " returned the voice, for we coidd 
see nothing ; but the candles arriving, who should 
appear but our unfortunate doctor, who, after 
wandering about the commons for upwards of 
three hours, had, by mere chance, returned to us 
again. We received him in triumph, placed him 
at the head of the table, where, without grace 
or apology, or indeed uttering a single word, he 
seized on the best part of a fowl, with a propor- 
tionable quantity of ham, and left us to laugh and 
be merry, while he voraciously devoured his meat, 
and held his tongue. At length, observing that 
his clay wanted moistening, and that punch was 
a fluid the best aebpted of any other to his 
soil, he did not delay an instant to quench his 
thirsty frame from a large bowl of that refreshing 
beverage. The cords of his tongue were novv 
loosened, and he informed us, that Providence 
having, as he supposed, for wise and good pur- 
poses, intimated to him, by a variety of obstruc- 
tions, that he should not discharge his usual func- 
tions on the morrow, it became him to show a 
due resignation to the viill of Heaven, and, there- 
fore, he should send his flocks to grass on the 
approaching Sabbath. In a similar strain he con- 



tinued to entertain us^ till^ wearied with laughter^ 
we were glad to retire. The next morning it was 
hinted to him^ that the company did not wish to 
restrain him from attending upon the divine ser- 
vice of the parish : but he declared that it would 
be adding contempt to neglect, if, when he had 
absented himself from his own churches, he 
should go to any otlier.- — ^This curious etiquette 
he strictly observed ; and we passed a Sabbath^ 
contrary, I fear, both to law and gospel. 

In the fulness of his heart, our divine has given 
us an invitation to dine with him at his parsonage, 
on Thursday next. I expect infinite entertain- 
ment from the party; and you may depend, by 
the succeeding post, to receive the best hash of it 
which the cookery of my pen can afford you. In- 
the mean time, and at all times, I remain 

Yours most affectionately. 
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I^ETTER XUV. 



^(lE visit is paid, apd more than answered the 
>varmest expectations which could b^ formed io 
its fiivour. Our reverend host had insisted, not 
a la mode de ScarroHi that each of his guests 
should bring his dish, but that they should indivi- 
<]u^|y name it. This easy preliminary was rea- 
4ily complied with, and it was my Ipt to give 
birth to 9s excellent ^ plumbrpudding as ever 
sfnoaked upon a t^ble ; which, from my adoption, 
\\^ i^ resolvedi in future, to call a hi/tte/ton. You 
sfi^ what hpnours wait upon me, and to what 

solid excellence my title is assimilated, F 

had named a goose, which he immediately chris- 
tened ^fter its godfatlier, who did not quite relish 
the joke, and could hardly force a laugh, when 
the rest of the company were bursting. The 
whole meal was a very comfortable one ; and the 
doctor produced us no small quantity of very to- 
lerable wine : his punch was grateful to the nos- 
trils ; but he had made it in a large pewter vessel^ 
so like a two-handled chamber-pot, that my reso- 
lution was not equal to the applying of it to my 
palate. 
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On its being observed that he must have taken 
no small pains to procure all the good things be- 
fore us^ he declared that no trouble Had attended 
any one article but the puddings which^ he said, 
had almost destroyed a pair of black plush 
breeches^ in riding round the country to learn 
how it should be made in perfection. ^' You 
'^ cannot be ignorant, my lord/' continued our 
divine, addressing himself particularly to me, 
that a plumb-pudding is nothing more than a 
pudding, however it may be composed, with 
plumbs added to other ingredients ; but, appre- 
hensive that the ordin^y skill of our homely 
kitchens, in this particular, might not be agree- 
able to such refined palates as yours, I resolved 
to traverse the whole neighbourhood, in order 
to obtain all necessary intelligence. Every 
learned person, to whom I applied, agreed, as 
yoLir lordship may suppose, in the essential ar- 
** tides of flour and water; milk and eggs, suet 
'^ and plumbs, or raisins ; but the variety of other 
*' articles, which were severally recommended, 
^' filled two pages of my memorandum-book, and 
'^ drove me almost to despair. In the multitude 
^^ of counsellors I did not, accordipg to die pro- 
*^ verb, find wisdom, but confusion. I was sue- 
^^ cessively, alternately, and separately, advised 
f^ the addition of rum, brandy, wine, -strong beer, 
^'spices oi mery .sort, dropped liver, and Hiol- 
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^^ land's gin. With this load of multifarious in- 
telligence, I hastened to the market-town, fur- 
nished myself with every ingredient my own 
'^ little storehouse did not possess, and returned 
^^ home jaded, fatigued, and my pockets laden with 
^' the produce of all quarters of the globe. But 
*' another important labour,'* added the doctor, 
'^ succeeded, in the consultation about the choice 
'^ and due mode of applying the hoard of grocery 
'^ and variety of liquors, which were displayed in 
'^ form on the kitchen-dresser : it was a solemn 
'^ business, for the Lord had commanded it. 
Consultation, however, begot difference of opi- 
nion, and difference of opinion brought on dis- 
pute ; so that I was at length obliged to inter- 
pose my authority ; and, to shorten the business, 
I ordered all the various articles, consisting of 
more than a dozen in number, to be employed 
without favour or affection. The motley mix- 
ture was accordingly made ; and as every person 
consulted seemed to agree, that the longer it 
boiled the better it would prove, I ordered it to 
be put into the pot at midnight, and sent for ai 
famous nurse in the neighbourhood to sit up 
with it, and, with a vestal's vigilance, to keep 
in the fire till the family arose. In this state 
of concoction the pudding remained till after 
*' the arrival of this good company, who, I hope, 
will be so \prejudiced in its favour, from the 



ic 

€€ 
€{ 
€C 
€( 

<C 
€( 
€< 
i< 
t( 
4C 
it 
€€ 



t< 



173 

^' Herculean labour which produced it, as to at- 
'' tack its circumference with Herculean appc- 
^^ tites." Here ended the culinary oration, and, 
as I before observed, the subject of it contained 
unrivalled excellence ; aiid, though we laughed at 
it and over it, we did not fail to cause a very 
•apparent diminution of its ample dimensions. — 
Thus, my dear friend, we ate and laughed, and 
drank and laughed, till night stole imperceptibly 
upon us ; when our hospitable host informed us, 
that he had two beds and a cradle in his own 
house, and that he had prepared three others at 
two neighbouring farmers : so that we might be 
at rest, as to our lodging, nor, like him, encounter 
the perils of a darksome night. The squires, ad- 
ded he, must adjourn to my neighbours; my two 
beds will serve the peer and the baronet, and I 
myself will take to the cradle. Now, this cradle, 
which caused us no little mirth, and will, I pre- 
sume, have a similar effect upon you, who are 
acquainted with the huge figure which was to 
occupy it, — ^this cradle, I say, is a most excellent 
moveable for a small house. It is made of a suf- 
ficient size to hold an infant six feet in length, can 
be placed any where, and will enable an hospita- 
ble spirit to supply a friend with a lodging when 
his beds are engaged. If I had not been fearful 
of affronting our divine, I should have indulged 
my curious f^ncy by going to roost in it ; . but the 
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^best bed was pre{>ared for me^ and the fine Hcd*- 
land sheetB^ which^ probably^ had not been taken 
out of the sweet-scented press for mtmy a months 
"wefe spread for my repose : nor would my slum- 
bers have been suspended for a monaent^ if the 
linen had not produced so strong an effluvia of 
rosemary^ that I almost fancied myself in a coffin^ 
and wrapped in a winding-sheet. But fatigue 
soon got the better of fancy : and I awoke the 
next morning to life and spirit8> but not to im- 
mortality. 

Before I bid you adieu^ permit me to add 
a singular exfilmple of complimentary repartee> 
which our friendly host^ very unexpectedly, ad*- 
dressed to me> previous to our departure. 

As I Was looking out of the parlour-window, 
from whence nothing is to be seen but a black 
dieary heath, he asked me how I liked the pro- 
spect. I answered, that, from its wild appearance, 
if Nebuchadnezzar had been doomed to pasture 
in his entrirons, he must have died for hunger. 
And if tteit prince, replied the doctor, had been 
sentenced to have passed his savage years in your 
park at Hagiey, he need not have regretted the 
loss of a throne, or wished a return to the enjoy- 
metit of his human functions. — At this period of 
«elf-importance^ which^ in the very description^ 



175 



returns upon me, you cwmot be surprked if I 
take iny kare. ' ' ^ Adieu ! 



LEITER XLV. 

MY ©EAife ' * "-, 

It gives me »o sornU sutirfaction to be asfiured^ 
that my two kst letters have afforded you the 
satisfaction it was their office to communiclite* 
llie rdr^l divine play^ a most admirable p^ft in 
the jovial interludes of provincial society. It is fe 
pleasant (Circumstance to meet occasionally with 
a man^ whose humour^ sense, and foible^ are so 
blended, that, while he possesses the pleasant 
mixture of simplicity and Vanity, which bars him 
from distinguishing when you laugh with him or 
at him,— you may give a loose to the whole of 
your mirthful dispositions, without any restraitit 
from the fear of giving oflfence.— Our reverend 

friend told B , that he is in lio small disgrace 

with his parishioners for entertaining so great a 
sinner as I am ; and that one of them, who had 
seen me at Kidderminster, declares throughout 
the neighbourhood that I have h cloven-foot. — > 
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I am not without my expectations that equal 
Touchers will be produced for my tail and horus^ 
and then the devil will be complete. 

At lengthy the grave and anxious occupations 
of worldly wisdom succeed to mirth and jollity. 
The interest of money, and the value of lives, to- 
gether with trusts and securities, are the subjects 
of my present meditations. To explain myself — 
I am considering a plan for easing my estate of 
the jointures to the two Dowager Lady Lyttel- 
tons,— for they aire both so in fact, — by mak» 
ing a purchase of equivalent annuities for their 
valuable lives. Fortune has been kind to me, 
and I will, for once, win your applause, by apply- 
ing her- gifts to sensible purposes. To use a 
news-paper species of portraiture, what think you 
of the picture of a young nobleman offering the 
favours of Fortune on the altar of Wisdom, by 
the present Lord Lytielton ? If this idea should 
be completed,7— and, I assure you, the dead co- 
louring is disappearing apace, — will you place 
the painting in the cabinet of your mind, in the 
room of the picture which you designed, and have 
so often retouched, of that self-same nobleman 
sacrificing the gifts of nature to folly, vice, and 
intemperance. 

* I trust and believe, that a sordid thirst after 
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money will never be added to the catalogue of mj 
failings. It is trae^ that the love of play proceeds 
from the desire of gain i and is^ therefore^ said to 
be founded on an avaricious principle. If this be 
fact^ avarice is the universal passion ; for I will 
venture to affirm^ that, more or less. Me are all 
gamesters by nature. But the desire of winning 
money for the sake of spending it, and increasing 
the joys of life, is one thing; and the ardour of 
acquiring it> in order to lock it up, and render it 
useless, is another. 

MammoUf the least erected Spjzit that felil 

From Heaven : for e'en in Heav'n bis looks and thoughts 

W^ere always downwards bent, admiring more 

The riches of Jleav*n*s pavetoent, trodden gold'. 

Than anght divine or holy, else enjio;)r!d . 

In visioa beatific. T-^ — : 

I remain most truly, &c. 

1 cannot, at present, give a correct answer to your 
inquiry ^ but from the recollection of the mo- 
ment, the only inscriptions written or corrected 
by my father, in the temple of British worthies 
at Stow,, are those beneath the bustos of LocAt^ 
Pope^ and Sir John Barnard : — ^but I will take 
an opportunity of satisfying you with a more 
accurate information* 
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LETTER XLVI. 



A ■' ■ by no means deserves your pity; and 
tbe conduct whidi I have of lale used> and shall 
continue to use, towards him, arises from my per- 
fect knowledge of hii character^ and the remem^ 
brance of his former treatment of myself. I told 
you long ago, when my bulrush hung its head, 
that, high as tfiis gen^man then bore himself, 
^e time would come virhen he v^ould hang his 
head in his turn, and bend bis back fbc na« to 
tread upon. AU this and more is now dome 
to pass. 

Yott express your surprise that he does not 
discover some degree of resentment on the occa- 
sion of his last journey to Hagley. The fever dt 
that business flushed him with no smdl) hope, and 
die succeeding s^e shook him with disappoint- 
ment; but he had thd prudence to conceal his 
symptoms, and I left him to cure himself. He 
may bluster in a guard^room with new commis- 
smned ensigns, asd^ in the leisure of a tiit-yUrd 
duty, may weave fanciful wreaths of future fame ; 
nay^ he may venture to give his name to the world 
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poeia; but tiie proves* of our bw» wiU go far- 
|her« If I were Iq bid htm go ta the Pomona of 
Jioelmel for a |Hppifi» he would mot jnciditfite a 
moimeat, end would burn his.jfi^ers> vifiUiuglyv in 
ffOttsliiig it ; and> whea I had eaten the puljp^ he 
wcmld oDQieDt bimaelf with the core. 

All this my little Greek exact! y knows ; 
And bid hiiu go to hell, to bell he goes. 

Tf, however, your dbstioate humanity should 
look towards such an object, have a little patience, 
and he will give you an opportunity for the full 
exercise of it. — I am in the secret ; but I shall 
not gratify his vanity by betraying it. After all, I 
find him convenient, and to my purpose. He is 
ready, submisjiye^ and not without amusement. 
If he were to die, I should say with Shakspeare, 
/ could have better spar'd a better man. 

At tbi« apmeati h^ is sitting on the other side 
lof aiy taUe^ in the act of nuking some of bis own 
Wd poetiy worse, in whi«^ agreeable business t 
may, perhapa^ be kind enough to give turn some 
a0iustaiice« You wo|ild iM>tf proMiyt have sug- 
pecled him ill so elpse a vk^imty to me ; but it is 
ik^ f§ct ywai wbeu I b^ve fojd^ up my tetter, he 
shall eftclose^ H ip i$B(mifof4, wsyi set the seal lo 
jtim ^«rtitoit!i<tf Us owa goo^ ^tUaUtMH.; tiay^T 
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"will make him ^ect it into the bargain. Your 
peiice^ it is true>. will suffer for tUs whim of mSfney 
but the revenue will be a gmner ;^ a circmnstance 
Vrhich 'must satisfy you as a patriotr^ on the truly 
political idea of making foiHes productive to the* 
state. You may observe, however^ and with some 
reason, that eveiy one should pay for hi* own.. 
To such a remark I have nothing, to answer, but 
that I am 

Your sincere and faithfuls fui^ 



LETTER XI4VIL 



I SHALL expect you with impatience, and' am 
much flattered that you can leave the society of 
your fi'Iend C ' ■ ' ■ for the sake of yielding to my 
solicitations. Is it beyond the^reach of your in*- 
fluence to persuade him to accompany you? I 
am apprehensive, that he may have some seiupler 
in being a guest of mine; but,^ if he will accord 
me that honour^ I will^assume the virtue, thought 
I have it not, and he shall find-nothing chtz moi 
whic^ shall give the least offence to the tEanquil 
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^drity of hi$ cfaafaeter. Perliaps you wHl be my 
guarantee uppa the occaskm. We were at Eton 
together, thov^h not in any particular iotiiriacy ^ 
and smte tfaattime I had once the pleasure of 
fining with htm.: I happened^ by chance^ to be 
present whesa he proposed to give an Etonian 
dinner: his politeness led him to invite me^ and 
the party was most pleasant and classical. A 
particular circumstance of it I shall never forget* 
One of the company, Mrfao had done honour to his 
table by indulging a very voracious appetite, when 
the desert was served, thought proper to recol* 
lect the deficiency of a dish of iish which had been 
promised him, and, in the true vein of goiged 
disappointment, reproached your friend, for his 
foigetfulness. The reply was singular, afffecting, 
and, to the best of my recollection, as follows : 
**" When I met you this morning," said Mr. 

C ', " I was proceeding to Temple^bar fc>r 

'' the purpose of expending ah allotted trifle on a 
*' turbot ; biit, a few minutes after, I received 
'^ an unwilling application from a very distressed 
*' person, to whoni a guinea was far mere neces- 
" sary than the addition of one particular dish to 
^ a plentiful dinner would be to you, and you. 
*' very well know the strict regulations of my ex- 
^ chequer. It is true," continued he, '* that you 
have lost yo«r fish ; but it is equally trne, that, 
from the same cause, a potM* unfortunate jWlow-, 






■*' relish of the tnrbot miitt hxm Id^ bom «opefN» 
^ sededonyourpiilalft^uid I litt« acUed a pfo*^ 
** sitfe to my heart i«hkh wtt liit for cnrar.*^ 
He expressed himsrif ymA mxtA more eaia 
Mid mmplicity thm I have done; and 1 mnt ao 
idfected^ tbaty bad I then onjojred my preaenil 
affluence^ I vhould ha^ iostrady aubscribed to 
hospitals^ and gone about in search of doing good* 
But^ alas! ih^e dioughts^ moraUy apeiking, of 
my better days, hove been rendered fhiitless in tho 
succession of evil habita ; Imd I know not where 
I shall find a restorative^ unless the aociety of 
your friend dioiild renew its former iuAueooc 
over me. 

Another circumstance of a very different nature^ 
occurs to me from the recollection of that day s 
pleasure. 'PoorJoifi Z^omer wasoae of the com^ 
pany. He has made a strange exit in a stranger 
manner^. We were at J^on and in Italy tog^er^ 
and at subsequent periods, in the habits of friendly 
connexion. Few of those who knew him have 
been more gloomily affected fay th^ aaelancltoly 
event than myself. I have been informed^ that 
the king has exerted his royal influence to prevent 
the publication of David Humeri posthjumocm 
treatise in drfenee of self-murder^ I am well 
cdnviiMsed that bit Miyesly has acted wkh hit 

' ' ' ) ' / " 
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m bcm lUfma d megftrdi U> the weUare of bis people, 
bi procniiig tbe Mpprcnioii of a work lUngert^us 
to society^ and in dkrect oppoaitioB to evangelical 
precept : but^ for my own part, I cannot conceive 
that any inan, in tiak period of the yrorid, could 
ever be argued into putting a infilling end to hit 
existence, unless some circumstances of ill for- 
tune, some malady of the mind, or some torturing 
disease of the body, more than co-operated with 
the arguments of the reasoning fatalist. Monies^ 
quieu does not write like himself upon the sub- 
ject ; and Rousseau, who seems purposely not to 
answer his own arguments in favour of suicide, 
defends it with sentiment instead of reason. Many 
examples ai-e given, in the works of different 
writers, of amazing coolness in the act of self- 
destruction, which represent the stroke as having 
been given in youth, health, and prosperity, i 
cannot trust to appearances in these, or any simi- 
lar examfrfes; nor can I believe, that the mens 
Sana in corpore sano, with the comforts of life, 
ever could submit to an act of such dreadful uncer- 
tamty. I have, sometimes, taken up the argu- 
ment in favour of self-murder, by w^ay of support^ 
ing an opinion, exerci^ng a talent, or convincing 
ft fool ; bat I will honestly acknowledge, that die 
weakest of my antagonists have ever got the better 
of me on this subject, though I might hot, per- 
haps, pvUish my eonviction. Vifviru picture of 
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the after-misery of those whose hands have ^Ten 
a prematurity to their end^ would stagger the 
utmost s^phistryof erring reason. 
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-Quam Vellent stfaere in alto 



Fauperiem p^ti et duros pcr^rre labores ! 

Despair^ as it larises from very different and 
opposite causes^ has various and distinct appear* 
ances. It has its rage^ its gloom^ and its indif- 
ference ; and while, under the former, its opera- 
tions acquire the name of madness, under the 
latter it bears the title of philosophy. — Poor 
John Darner was no philosopher, and yet he 
seems to have taken liis leap in the dark with 
the marks both of an epicmean and a stoic. He 
acted bis part with coolness, and sought his pre- 
paration in the mirth of a brothel. 

This is an aweful subject; and, in casting my 
eye over what I have hastily written upon it, I 
observe some inapcuracies which I should be 
glad to correct. But it is not my office, nor is it 
in my pretensions,, to instruct you.— When you 
are here, I will amuse you with a pamphlet, 
which, witliout that particular view^ is a complete 
physical, or rati) er anatomical, reply to those 
who defend the right of stlf-muwiejr. Jit is a 
ti'eatii;e on the Ganglions of the Nerves, by a Dr. 



185 

JbAitfifone^ a physician in mj neig^bQi«r^Qocl«. . It 
is written with the pen of a schol^^ and possesses 
throoghoiit a moat perspicuous ingenuity. . Huai 
gentleman attended my father in bia 1^ ill- 
ness ; and was not only his physician, .^Ut his con- 
fessor. 

Your letter to me consists of four lines, and I 
have returned as many pages. This kind of ille-, 
gal interest is not after my usual fashion ; hut your 
Jdnduess deserves a hundred fold from 

Your affectionate, &c« 



LETfER XLVIIL 

You are not the only one of my many criticis- 
ing friends, who have expressed their surprise at 
my taking so kindly to the Suny Dell, and be-, 
coming so dead to rural inagnificcnce, as 'tQ nen 
gleet Ha^eys gaudy scene and proud domain*, 

C ^ H , in one of her visits to this place, 

told me that I looked like a toj^d in a hole. Be 
'that as it may^ it is shady,, elegant, convepienty 
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bkuriiiiil^ koii saag ; a term ^lecmlinr to EngfiA 
eomfort, aod not translated into any other kn- 
gnage. Bendes^ a villa is a necessai^ appeo^dige 
to that rank whose dignitj you so often recon* 
mend me to maintain; and in what spot could « 
British peer find a more delightful retreat Aan 
niine^ to solace himself in the interval of public 
dutyf Or where is the Mgerian grot^ in whose 
auspicious solitude he could better hold his secret 
counsels with the guardian genius of his country } 
But^ badimige apart^ its vicinity to the metropo-* 
lis is one of its principal recommendations ; and^ 
to a man of my tendencies^ a cottage at Pimlico is 
preferable to a palace in the distant counties. 
Here I find no inconvenience in a rainy day : the 
means of dissipating a gloomy temper are within 
my beckon. If I wish to be alone^ I can shut 
my gates and exclude the world ; or^ if I want 
society^ my pbst-chaise will quickly bear me 
hence^ or fetch it here. On the contrary, Hag^ 
ley, which is, certainly, an Elysian scene, unit'mg 
iti itiself grandeur, beauty, and convenience, does 
ilot possess any of these advantages ; and I might 
die there of ennui, before any thing like the ne- 
cessary remedy could be found. In that spot, all 
delightfbl as it is, I cannot enjoy the advantage of 
rilfe society which I prefer; nor, when I am tired 
of company, is it possible for ine to be alone. 
The neighbouriioocl ts extremely populous ; n»- 
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MfiietiirtDg t<mtii mxnomA iM on ttll ftidei ; tUrn^ 
pike^^oads environ me; and the prospect front 
every window in my house glares with such « 
iratiety of intmdiiig objects^ that I hate been oftett' 
thankftil to the shades of night for giving me fo 
tranquility and 16 myself. Besides^ die pariah** 
dMfch is ill my park ; and I have^ more than once, 
awoke from brilliant dreamd^ by the cackling of 
gossips in full trot to a cliristening ; nay, I have 
iKmietimes shuddered to see oh my i^lendid lawns, 
the dirges due and sad array of the ru^ic funeral. 
— But this is not all. Coaches full of travelieri of 
^1 denominatidbs^ and troops of holiday neigh- 
boured are hourly chasing me from my apartments, 
or^ by strolling about the environs^ keep me a pri** 
aoner in it. The lord of the place can never call 
it his for a day during the finer part of the year. 
Nor am I proud^ as others have been, of holding 
myself forth to the complimentary envy of those 
who come to visit it. My pride is not of that 
complexion ; and the consciousness of possessing 
die first place of its kind in Europe, is a sufiknent 
satisfaction to me, without showing any preference 
to it as a rural residence. 

The little spot from whence I have the pleasure 
to address you, has won my fondest attachment. 
11 — — left me this morning. We passed th^ 
whole of yesterday evening in seardiing into die 



I8S 

nataeof ihe soul, and contriving ways and means 
for the finaS dissolutioa of the world. We are 
neither of us 'qualified to make any great figure in 
astronomy or metaphysics ; nevertheless, we be- 
came very familiar with the heavenly bodies, and 
discoursed, with a most imposing gravity, on 
matter and spirit. We exercised all our ingenuity 
to find out in what part of the human frame the 
soul had fixed her abode, but were totally unable 
to make the discovery, till our fi*iend, with his 
usual singularity of thought, determined it to be 
in every part where there is sensation, and parti«^ 
cularly in those parts where sensation is most 
exquisite. But, as it is much easier to puU down 
systems than to establish them, we destroyed the 
globe, and all that it inherits, with surprising 
expedition. A comet was seized upon by both of 
us> at the same moment, as the engine to be em- 
ployed in the tremendous conflagration. 'The 
contest for the originality of this idea was carried 
on, with equal zeal between us, for some time, 
which my antagonist concluded by introducing 
another very interesting subject for inquiry : whe- 
ther the great day of judgment was to precede, 
accompany, or follow, this great event of the 
worlds dissolution? In the course of his ha- 
rangue, he rose to such a fervour of thought, de- 
livered such forcible langu^ige, and intermingled 
such sti iking expressions from the Scriptures, that 
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lie grew pale beneath his own conceptions. The 
alarm was contagious^ and made my blood curdle 
in its veins. I verily believe, if a rattling thunder* 
st6rm had immediately followed his oration, that 
our confiision would have been too serious to have 
admitted of an acknowledgment. The two ladies>. 
who conlposed our audience, were thrown into 
'such a terror of mind,, that I began to apprehend 
the evening's amusement would have concluded, 
in sending two handsome and useful women to the 
Magdalert. My house, with all its advantages, is 
hot calt;ulated for the actual work of contrition, 
though it may prepare the way for it ; and if such 
a scene of repentance had really happened, it 
would have constituted an aera in jny^ife, sufficient 
to seduce the attention of miuikind from all ther 
past singularities of it^ • 
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1.ETTER XUX- 



MY ]>Ei|& 



1 HAV£ obeyed ycrarcoDuuMuib, and netfd^wi^ 
m very continued attention^ Des Recherckes mr U 
JOetpatisme OrieiUal. The author is a person of 
coBsiderable emdHiony active thought^ and livdlj 
iaaa^nation* He steers his vessel with no con^- 
tBion address on the ocean of cpt^ecturej^ and I 
liave beheld his coarse with much admirations 
Butliiough he may help tp forward an advanced 
pvocress ininfidelity. I cannot flatter him vritb the 
supposition that he alone has ever made an infidel. 
The paradox of primitive Theocracies^ I believe^ 
is oot m new one, though he may have given it a 
novelty of examination, and branched it forth into 
a variety of new ramifications. A writer, who 
strikes at the very root of sacred histoiy, which 
has been an object of faith to so great a part of 
the more enlightened world, for such a course of 
ages, and possesses the support of collateral tra* 
dition, as well as a supernatural strength of inter- 
nal evidence, — such an author, I say, should pro- 
duce something more than hypothesis, though 
supported by the most colossal strei^tb of human 



erudilion : najj it may not betbe leasts among the 
many arguments in favour of the sacred writings^ 
that nothing but hypothesis can be' brought against 
ttbem. A faith of some tlipusaud years is not to 
be destroyed by the elai^orate^ but artificial con- 
jac^es of a modern infidel. 1 will oppose to 
ymt iogentpus Frenchinaa the learned Mr. Bry^ 
ant,$ of our own countryj^ whose late spleadid 
piiblicatioii is an honour to our age and natioo* 
The Gallic infide;! must sink into nothing before 
the veteran abilities of our English believejr^— r 
*I%e8e casual tboi^bts> giy dear friend, are mj 
owo; waA yom m^y be assured^ tfa^t I have not 
Molea them from any pious page of my father's 
aaottserqpt liiGiilNcatioDa. 

But I rittll quit a wib^^j which is not in the 
4jfrdiaafy line of my inquiries^ said whereon I can 
(0aly Imxard a few oocaffi6nal thoughts^ from the 
imiiiforii»d refiectiiHEia of the moment, ta thanlf: 
you for die very judicious and. elegant manuscr^^t 
ivlodi you have entrusted toi my perusal* It \m^ 
jdl spy pimise. The cMogoe i% oatural;^ the lajor- 
IpMge chaste; the d^furaf^teva fin^y discriminated; 
Ijhe seotiMeBla adniiruMy appri^iated; ^md the 
mmn^p if I nMjf use the ^xp^esnou^ irresistibly 
{HPopoaed t^.^lke bttsjams and bosona ef the readei. 
1 wiUlKq^4hait y^u will continue to gild your 
iaistPthPwpafiPithjiicl^ddigh^ aHMisCTHratyaid 



that your philanthropic spirit will give them Ur 
instruct and improve mankincL 

What think you of bringing Mrs. Montagu and 
Miss Carter upon your charming tb^tre ? The 
similarity of those ladies' characters in some points, 
and their ^ssimilitude in others, would be finely 
' pourtrayed by your pen, and might ^give you an 
opportunity of determining the just merits and 
standard of a literary femalef; The one is aa 
highly-instructed, accomplished woman, possessed 
of great affluence^ who indulges herself in a chaste 
display of fashionable as well as literary elegance, 
makes her drawing-room the Lyc(£um of the day, 
maintains a luxurious hospitality for the votaries 
of that science which she loves, and patronizes 
the learning which she has herself adorned* The 
other^ in ^ stale of contented^ mediocrity, is hum- 
ble as though she knew nothing, while she is not 
only thie most learned woman of any age, but one 
of the most leariied persons of that in which she 
lives. The pure, sublime genius, which never 
swerves from virtue, accompanies her in the paths 
of rigid discretion, and is contented to slumber,, 
while its favourite votary is employed in the daily> 
habitual exercise of domestic duties. This col- 
loquy should t^ke place between justice, accom- 
panied by vanity enforcii^ reward, and meritj, 
attended Ify mdde8ty>. wha will scarce suffer aiL 



acceptance. They must be made to contend^ not 
for their own, but each other's genius and virtue ; 
and the scene may conclude with a well-decorated 
notice of that handsome independence which the 
former has attached to the valuable life of the lat- 
ter. The whole, in your hands, will form a, most 
entertaining, instructive, and exemplary picture, 
r— Forgive my impertinence, I beseech you ;— 
but. the idea came across me, and I could not re- 
sist the vanity of offering it to you. 

After all, except in some few instances, I am 
not very partial to literary ladies: they are, gene- 
rally, of an impertinent, encroaching disposition ; 

and almost always bring to my mind the female 
astronomer, who, after applying her nocturnal 
telescope for a long series of months, and had 
raised the jealousy, as well as the expectations, of 
the male star-gazers, declared her only object was 
to discover if there were men in the moon. 

I am, with great regard 

And admiration, &c. 
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LETTER L. 

MY DEAR LORD, 

I AM not SO dull of apprehension as to be de- 
ceived by your elegant irony on the drawings of 
naked figures, which you have accidentally seen 
in their preparation for my cabinet. -As works of 
art, they have a claim to real admiration, as being 
exquisite copies of nature in her most beautiful 
and interesting appearance. This you readily ac- 
knowle^e ; but seem rather to hint at the very 
great impropriety of suffering such representations 
to be held forth to public view. In the applica- 
tion, at least, this idea of your lordship's is some- 
what erroneous : these designs are destined to be 
the ornaments of my private dressing-room ySanctum 
sanctorum, into which they alone are admitted, 
whose steady virtue, or experience of the world, 
will enable them to look, without any immoral 
sensation, on the works of a far more lascivious 
pencil than that which I have employed. 

Tlie arguments which you have directed against 
my drawings, might be turned, with no small sue- 
<[:ess, against the creative arts of painting and 
i 



4iculfture. I F^Uy feel a vast \^iglit of maUar 
rushing upon me ; but, for your smke^ I will i^i( 
its impulse^ and acknowledge with you, that a dif- 
ferelit species of decoration is more aivtiib?eto 
common apartments^ where promiscuous eompa^ 
pies of Qither aex and every ^e are receivf^} 
though a copy of TitiaiC^ Venmi and the nake4 
boys of Domimchimny gmce your withdrawing^ 
room; not forgetting the sacrifice to Priap^^, 
which is a principal ornament of your librarvt 
You have had the precaution, it 19 true, to hang a 
curtain before the formfr, which, I do inii^t, by 
tempting the guess of curious and sportive fancier 
to say no worse, is a more actual promoter of 
blushing reflections, than the most open exposure 
of those naked charms that are obscured by it, 
In<leed> my lord, yours is a false delicacy as apr 
plied to me, and unjust as proceeding from one 
who is himself guilty of similar and even worse 
practices. I really should have supposed, that m 
enthusiasm for the fine arts, and tlie repeat< d tour 
of Italy, would have taught you better. The o/f^ 
^antinmformarum spectator is a character, that, 
I should imagine, would ever coinmaj^d your 
esteem : nor could it have entert^d into my belit f, 
that you, who look with such frequent admig 
ration on yoiir fine set of engravings, after, if { 
mistake not, the Duke, of Marlbor(yugli'$ valuable 
cabinet of antique gems, would have ventur(;d at 
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any thing like a remonstrance o# my far mot<? 
inanimate seraglio. * • 

" The unfledged youth, who begins to feel anr 
un^ttown something running through his veins, for 
a- short tfen^ inight be affected by such unveiled 
r^pr^feenttodBs ; but to men of our age and expe- 
rience^ they XvOutd rather serve to create indiffe- 
rence, by. continually presenting to us images oi 
thoge objects, whose novelty is one of th^ princi- 
pal causes of their influence upon us* Some of the 
sincient nations exhibited the different sexes naked 
to each other, in order to smother that inflamma- 
tory sensibility of nature, which you suppose the 
paintings of naked beauty, continually before my 
eyes^ must be capable of continually inspiring. 
Upon my word, you give me a combustible 
temperament which I do not possess ; and if 
you judge of me, in this particular, from your- 
self, I give your lordship joy of the very great 
advantage you have over me. Without enter- 
ing fiirther into the argument, w hich, if duly 
pursued, of a moderate letter would make a 
long treatise, I shall only observe, that the mode 
of dress, now adopted by our women of fashion ,^ 
is more seducing and inflammatory^ and has a more 
direct tendency to call forth loose affections in our 
se%, than any painted representation of female 
J/eautv, though finished by the exquisite pencil oil 



Titian himselfc Your lordship's Fenus repose!?, 
with httle interruption, behind her curtain ; while 
the ladies of the world unfold to every eye, that 
share of their charms which are best calculated to 
seduce it, and to fill the fancy with the idea 
oT rriore winning beauties, which the ipantle df 
fashion does not, as yet, disdain to coyer. . . * . 

r I called at your door to laugh with you upon 
the subject of your reproof ; and, though you had 
taken your flight to Bath, I was resolved that yo(| 
shoidd not escape me. — Perhaps you. have not 
heard of Cosways misfortune. In a pitched 
battle with his Monkey he has been qompletely 
worsted> and now keeps his bed from thei wound« 
he received in the combat. I have, however, the 
pleasure to tell you, that tlie hand of your little 
Raphael hdis escaped the fury of his antagonist, 
and is still reserved to delight every lover of its 
art; but, as there is a grievous laceration in one 
pf his legS; there is some reason to fear that the 
important strut may be lost for ever. 

I am, with great regard^ &c. 
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LETTER U. 

1 PLEAD giiilty to a very . trifling part of llie 
charge which you bring against mt; but I pe* 
reuiptorily deny that the accusing lady is a woman 
of virtue. Do you believe that every mfe Viho doea 
hot advance into the guilt of udukery is a virtuous 
character f Is it your opinion^ that every unmar-^ 
tied lady who does not keep a handsome footman^ 
t>r make an occasional retreat into \Jtie country^ 
fo drink asMes' milk for a dropby> has a right to 
boast of diu^lily? Alas ! Sir> I know many of 
iliese^ and hi^ar daily of more> who^ though they 
liave not be^n guilty of if\ hat is pre-eminently caU 
led a criminal deviation JProm die nuptial vow^ or 
virgin honour^ possess more unchaste minds, than 
many of tltose forlorn wretches^ who gain their 
duily bread by the miserable trade of nocturnal 
prostitution. 

Your artful, angry, or disappointed relation, — 
for I have not vet decided which of these epithets 
is most applicable to her present situation, — 
makes out a strange and horrid story from the or« 
dinary occurrence of an accidental half-hour's tete" 
^'tcte, I found her^ par hazardj alone^ and ipT 
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diose spirits which seemed to ask for that kind 
of libertine badinage, wliich iu her more sohtt 
liumour would not have been exerted. Tlie idle 
raillery was parried by her witli much skill aiid 
coquetry: she neither retired into another rooiu, 
nor rung for a servant to show me the door^ or 
even discovered a gleam of disapprobation by a 
momeut^s gravity^ On the conti^ary^ she pressed 
my longer stay, and, at my departure, reproached 
me for the intrequency of my visits^ But, stung 
with the morUficatiou tliat her upbraidings were 
thrown away, (excuse, I beseech you, die neces- 
sary vanity of my justification,) she has thought 
proper to cry aloud against me, to revenge what 
she might consider as a neglect, or, perhups, to 
make die world believe that siie was still capably 
of inspiring such a violence of passion, which, iu 
faer history, so irresistibly impelled me to make 
an adventurous attack u|K)n lier.viitue. It really 
concerns me, that you should be, at oiu:e, tlie 
engine of her malicious rage, and the dupe of 
your own amiable credulity. Hei' direats, tliougb 
they were to take her owm shape, would not 
alarm me ; but she knows too mtich of tlie wicked 
world to put them in execution :— believe me, my 
friend, she will not give her many enemies such 
advantage over her« 

I shall plead guilty, in a more geneial man- 
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ner, to another charge which your accusing spirit 
has brought against me, — that I have a decided ill 
opinion of oiir cotemporary women in high life. 
The corruption of the present times is, in no de- 
gree, so strongly marked as by the modem profli- 
gacy of female manners. Examine the catalogue 
of those ladies, whose rank, beauty, accomplish- 
ments, or fortune, give them an influence in the 
great world, and then tell me what you think of 
the present state of superior female character. Is 
their rank employed to give an example to the 
inferior orders ? Is their beauty exerted in the 
various services of virtue ? Are their accomplish- 
ments exercised in confirming and prolonging the 
diu*ation of virtuous afl^ection? And is their for- 
tune taxed with relief to poverty, encouragement 
to arts, or protection to science, otherwise than 
ill subservience to the caprices of fashion ? Is 
a simplicity of character visible in female youth 
after fourteen years of age ? And does not the 
reign of coquetry comuience before, and often- 
times long before, tliat period ? Trace the course 
of fashionable education from the cradle to the 
hltar ; examine with attention the eftbrts and views 
of maternal tenderness in the circle of your own 
society; and tell me where is that perfection of 
female character to be found, — for it might every 
where exist, — which can awe the most dissolute 
into respect and admiration. You must very well 
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know that the passion of the most impassioned^ 
is very rarely indeed so irresistible, as to inflame 
with the design of carrying the fortress of chastity 
by a coxip de main ; and when siich attempts are 
made, it is some visible breach in the out-works 
which encourages to that fierce mode of conquest. 
A chaste virtuous woman is an awful character; 
something supernatural seems to surround and 
shroud her from the prophane approaches of se- 
duction. — Innocence may be seduced, and igno- 
rance may be deceived ; but chastity, founded on 
the firm b^isis of pure virtue, holds forth to the evf 
of the most artful, as well as the' most rampant lust^ 
the repulsive evidence of impregnable security. 

You must well remember where we dined to- 
gether not many weeks ago ; nor can it have been 
possible for you to forget the friendly appreheii- 
sions which our hostess expressed, lest the House 

of Conimons should detain Mr. ^, as she was 

-sure Lady would not be in tolerable hu- 
mour, if she was not of the party. At length, 
however, they both came, were carefully placed 
together at table, and seemed in perfect content- 
ment. Now, all this piretty business was managec} 
in chaste society, and in a virtuous house; never- 
theless it appeareii to me, that the mistress of it, 
even in the presence of her daugllters, did little 
tess than promote the progress of adultery'. T bis^* 



y(m 866^ ift 80 common an arrangement,^ that Mrs^. 

, who hoUd herself forth as a woman of 

renowned discretion^ considered it as a matter of 
course. I wonder much tliat you will suffer such 
rare virtue, as dwells in that most amiable wo- 
man whom you possess^ to risk the taint of such 
sooieties» 

I would forgive the artifice of dress, and the 
little hypocrisies of [personal decoration ; they 
originate from a desire to please, and cau never 
produce any iatolity of deception : but tjie wear- 
ing a mask upon the mind, uyd the giving a falla-- 
ciotts appearance to chaiacter, is a forgery thajt 
becomes^ oftentimes, more fatal to happiness and 
lionour than a crime of the same title which never 
finds mercy* How many women are there now 
flaunting about our world, who liave made use of 
the Msest pretences to obtain a settlement and a 
husband ; and when they have succeeded, not only 
throw aside the painted veil which covered them, 
but laugh at the poor hapless dupe who re- 
proaches their duplicity ! 

They daub their te^iipers oVr with washes 
As artificial as dieir faces : 

IHk1 while some of them condescend to appear 
charming, both in mind and person, to all the 
w#rld, poor Benedick^ who possesses the envied 



•03 

privilege of 9011^ behind the curtain^ uiotm 
tees ^ decomposition of that beauty and virtue 
iwhich tewves iiot a look or a wish to please be? 
hind them. 

That excdlent woman^ whom you have the 
supreme happiness to call your owa^ is, as I have 
> been told, the only one of her sex who deigns lo 
say a word in my favour. Tlie reason, my dear 
Sir, is evident : she is the only one I know who 
possesses a sufficient share of real intrinsic virtue, 
to keep me, in her presence, in the most patient 
and satisfactory decorum. Those charms which, 
while they allure, correct, and, while they delight, 
improve, are of rare growth ; and it becomes the 
interest of a corrup't world to employ its conta- 
gion to their destruction. This is a language 
which you might not expect from such an^ incor- 
rigible sinner as I em : but believe me, it is that 
of all the tribe, when reason resumes her lucid 
interval : and if the women of coquetrv', viuiity, 
and intrigue, knew how much their most devoted, 
admired, and familiar favourites, at times despise 
and speak of them, they would have recourse to 
the sincerity of virtue, to obtain honest praise^ 
real admiration, and solid pleasure. 

It will afford me no small satisfaction to hear 
that I have laid your spirit of censure, and thalj 
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^n this subject at leasts it will haunt me no more i 
for, th6ugh public severity hardens me more and 
more against public opinion^ I should ever wish 
to justify myself to you, when 1 possess any 

means of justification. ^You will do me the 

flavour to ■ present my very ' sincere respiects to 
Mrs.—- — , and receive the affectionate regard 
of 

.Your faithful^ 8cc. 



LETTER LIT. 

I WISHED, for many reasons, that you could 
have accompanied me hither ; but another is now 
added to the number, by an unpleasant indispo- 
sition that has hung upon me for some time; 
and, though it does not kefep me at home, it 
deprives me t}f any and every cnjovment when I 
^o abroad. I wailt you to Couhole me, to assi&t 
my present tcHdericy tp grave speculations, and to 
behold me an example of your favourite propo- 
sition) that fnan is a superstitious animal. A 
heing continually agitated by hopes alid fears^ i^ 
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Daturdlly disposed to? cdnsider every trivial occur- 
rence as an omen of his good or evil fortune. — t 
The hot and cold fits of life, from one or other 
of which we are seldom free, keep the mind ia 
that tremulous state of suspence which makea 
reason subservient to the sickly power of imagi- 
tiation. Coinmon superstition is ajw^ened by the 
eager pursuit of the most common objects, and 
is particularly visible in those who attend upon 
the nightly orgies of the god of game ^ where the 
force of lucky, and unlucky omens is strotigly^ 
as well as universally, impressed. 

. Women, and men who resemble women, are 
supposed, from extreme fear of disappointment> 
to be very generally disposed to the habit of draw- 
ing idle consequences from every trivial ev^t* 
But wherefore do I venture an imputation against 
the weaker sex, or the less resolute part of my 
own, when a moment's reflection convirices me 
that. the strongest mind <;annot always resist the 
same influence; arid that it is not in the utmost 
perfection of human nature to boast a perfect 
superiority over it. . The wide extent of antiquity 
is full of it: the flight of birds, and the entrails of 
-beasts, determined the fate of kings and the pro- 
sperity of nations. . The vision of the night, and 
the awakening hour, gave a colour of good or evil 
to the succeeding day ; and the unwieldy code Qf 
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proverhial nviscbm is bddbled for its bulk 1^ the 
liberal «d of prognant $iiperalition : »«y^ ^ere I 
to explore the nK>dern and more rational ^slem 
of li^e ageii^ it would only be tracing a mcH^ ex« 
tensive ckart of hnman credidity. 

This propensity of the mind> yffhkih is trifin^ 
and transitory in the courae of ordinary occnr- 
reiicesi becomes a grievous and oppressive we^it* 
i»'be«, from the frowns of fortune, or the languors 
of disease, it passes from this world to another. 
When the frame begins to discover symptoms of 
decaiy, \vhen its pains and debility fix the gloomy 
idea of an eternal separation upon a mind unused 
to similar, or, perhaps, any serious contempla* 
tibns, there is no alternative but stoical apathy, or 
fanciful superstition. I am not disposed to admit 
the possibility of the former, or, at least, it is 
beyond the reach of my nature to attain it: I 
must, therefore, submit to the latter, and endea-« 
vour to shelter my weakness under that of ail 
mankind in all ages of the world. 

Will you believe me, when I tell you that in a 
morning's ride, which conducted me by some of 
the tremendous tires employed in the manufacto- 
ries in my neighbourlK)od, I shuddered at the 
sight of their angry flames, aiid expressed my sen- 
sations to the young lady I accompanied, in such 
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It manner a» to make her cheek pale at Hgr-own f 
It has been observed bv some wicked wit. and I 
believe by VollairCy — for the thought is of his 
cast, — that, on the morning of the thirtieth of 
Javuary, every sovereign in Europe rises with n 
crick in his neck. Now you may apply this idea, 
for your amasement, to the alarms I have just 
described. I am sinner enough to justify the ap« 
plication, and am, at present, humble enough to 
acknowledge the truth of it. The same shrewd 
genius declared, when he was out of humour with 
a certain race of kings, qiie tous les Bourbons 
craignent le diahle: nevertheles8,-^for I am 
determined to be even with him, — if any credit 
is to be given to gen^^ and uniform report, the 
lively satirist was himself subject to certain fits of 
despondency, when he suffered severely from 
sinnilar apprehensions. Mors imtam numina 
majora fecit. 

Tranquility, lam told, is absolutely necessary 
for the restoration of my body ; but, in submit- 
ting to the proposed remedy for my corporal in- 
firmities, I diM certainly acquire all the horrors 
of intellectual disease, if you do not hasten to 
console me. If you refuse me your temporal 
comforts, I shall be under the necessity of apply- 
ing to the Rev. John Weslet/^ who, according to 
the Birmingham paper, is preaching about the 
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neighbourhood^ to assist me .with his spiritual 
elixir. 



was here last week^ and happy beyond 



expression in the full enjoymeut of rural luxury ; 
but the beautiful scenes which filled his mind 
nvith such mad and mortifying delight^ are viewed, 
by my jaundiced eye^ with less than indifference : 
— though, when he exclaimed^ 

Kara inibi, et rigui placcaht in vallibns amncs -, 
Flumina iiinein sylvasque iugloriiis ; 

a moment's feeble inspiration enabled me to 
add, 

' O ubi campi. 



Sperchiusque, et virginibiu bacchata Lactenis 
Ta^geta ! 

Adieu, and beheve me, &c- 



I have this moment received a letter from 



which proves him to be the most ungrateful 
villain in existence. This conviction has, i 
believe, forced an unexpected glow upon my 
wan countenance. It may be for the best, that 
my immediate indisposition prevents me fronx 
honouring the rascal with a reproach* 
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LEITER I4II. 



MY DEAR 



The letter, which I had the pleasure of redeiv-? 
ifig from you yesterday, afforded; ma all the satis- 
faction I had so much reat^on . to expect from it. 
But as every good in thi^ world must h^ive its 
alloy, it was accompmiied by ooe of those half^ 
dictatorial epistles, which, under th^ colour of 
friendly concern,, aod in th^ garb of respectful 
laoguagCj, contsues nq small de^ee of qonceaied 
impertinence. A certain relation of mine neve^ 
£aaU to pester m^ with a few of them, whenever 
I happen t<> be in his debt. I had rather pay hii|i 
ten per cent, if he would spare hi^ coumsels, than 
have the loan without interest and encumbered 
with them. But this is not ^1 ; for I am obliged 
to play. the hypocrite against the graua, to ac- 
knowledge his goodoasa, to proDaise amendment, 
and so on. . ; 

Hie last P^ry^ jauiWt ended; ui^rc^^Iy: it 
emptied piy pur^, led m^ intp difficulties, ai\d 
jnade me <k^iQndeiat wbece >d(epeudenie is jparti- 
€ttlarly .painfid ; to which aaay be added 3ome 



210 

flcurvy treatment^ which I do not like to think of, 
and am sorry has got abroad. ■ ought to 

have cut the bully's throat without hesitation ; but 
he was a tranquil spectator of the business^ and 
had not the gratitude to risk his own piuful Ufe 
to save my honour. 

When I seriously reflect on the miseries of de- 
pendence^ by whatever name it may be distm* 
guished, I cannot but admire the prudence, and 
envy the disposition, of those men who preserve 
themselves above it. I am convinced, that no 
man can be happy or honourable who does not 
proportionate his expenses to the means he pos- 
sesses : and if the phrase is significant, that de* 
scribes the man, who pays every body, as above 
the worldyhey who has disabled himself firom pur- 
suing the same conduct, must submit to the abject 
idea of being beneath it. If your creditor is a 
shoe-maker, and you cannot discharge his bill, 
whatever your rank may be, he becomes your 
superior ; and the moment you put it out of your 
power to pay a servant his wages, he becomes 
your master, and you must not only submit to his 
impertinence, but connive at his frauds, in order 
to prevent this liveried creditor from making his 
demands. I tell you honestly, that the galled 
horse wini^on the occasion, and that my witliers 
are most severely wrung. I feel the grief so sen- 
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sibly^ that^ if I had an amanuensis at hand* I 
should like to patrole my library^ and dictate a 
discourse on worldly prudence. The circumspect 
use of money^ arising^ not from any avaricious 
principle^ but from the wise practice of applying 
means to ends^ will keep a man in that state of 
independence which is the rock of life. On that 
foundation he can stand iirm^ return the haughty 
look^ smile at the supercilious frown^ give truth 
its due force, and scorn the embroidered lie. You 
have a son; and let me ad\ase you, while the 
smartings of the moment dictate the counsel, to 
instill into his tender mind the lasting impression 
of a liberal prudence, without which virtue is con- 
tinually harassed by necessity, pleasure has but an 
interrupted enjoyment, and life becomes a che- 
quered scene of agitation and distress. 

Quaerenda pecunia primum: 



Virtus post nummos. 



But this by the Svay. — ^You inform me that you 
every day expect an increase of your family, which 
I very sincerely hope may prove an addition to 
your happiness. However, I cannot but think it 
a great mistake to make merry over a creature 
who is born to the same miseries as ourselves, 
who, the first moment he draws the breath of life, 
is enrolled in the register of death, and, from diQ 
womb^ makes swift and direct advances to the 
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^ave» J zm almost a convert to tlie j^r^^^tifce of 
the Tkracians, who wept beside the cradle^ and 
danced around the tomb. These opinions will^ 
probably^ preclude any proposals to me df be- 
coming a godfather. Mrs. once did me 

the hcmour to hint something of that nature : but 
I beg you to tell her^ from your own experience; 
that I am too unsanctified a perison to take upon 
me the character of a baptismal sponsor. Yott 
will then be so obliging as to add^ fVom me^ that 
I shall ever have too sincere a regard for any thild 
of hersj to procure it so ungracious an entrance 
into the christian churchy as I am apprehensive 
that it v^ould find^ were I to be the officiating 
usher on the occasion. 

1 am, with great regard^ &c» * 
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LETTER LIV, 



1 IftECEIVE your congratulations with an un* 
^tSected sensibility, but> as your applause pror 
^eeds from the partiality of a favourable reprie- 
iBentation^ and not from your own immediate ex* 
perienee, I may^ without impropriety, or apy false 
Bhow of modesty, to which I am not very much 
lliabituated, observe> that the part .1 took in the 
debate to which you so kindly allude, would not 
•have been so favourably nientioned if you had 
been one^ of its crowded audience. 

- I will tell you> with great truth, that it was an 
important object with me, to exert the fulj force 
of my mind and talents on the business of that 
iday. I had directed all my thought? to that pur- 
pose, arid not only exerted a very unusual industry 
in acquiring the knowledge necessary- to give my 
opinions their due weight, but had laboured the 
dress in which they were to be cloathed, apd at- 
tentively composed the decorations which were to 
give die final embellishment. In short, I omitted 
no mode, of study, reflection, or exercise, which 
|»ight enable me to force convictiop, m^ ravish ap- 
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ptause. But I succeeded in neither ; and^ after a 
speech of some lengthy I sat down^ oppressed 
with disappointment and mortification. Several 
circumstances^ unexpected in themselves^ and. un- 
toward in their nature, co-operated to the fall of 
my pride on that day. In the morning, while I 
was rehearsing my part to A— — -, by some mis- 
take H was admitted to me, and^ not only 

interrupted my lesson, but, by the ready commu- 
nication of his eccentric flights upon the same 
subject, threw my well-marshalled band of ideas 
into irretrievable confusion. But this was not all ; 
he desired to accompany me to the house, and in 
our way thither, he seized upon the bugle orna- 
ments of my clothes, as a subject for still more 
discomfiting singularities of thought; so that I 
was most heartily glad when my coach broke 
down in Parliament-street, and produced a sepa- 
ration. The worst, however, remains behind. 
It was my purpose to follow the Edrl of Shel^ 
bume; and in consequence of such a plan, I had 
necessarily pre-supposed the line of debate he 
would take, with the giBneral turn of argument he 
might tidopt, and had prepared myself accord- 
ingly. Biit all my conjectures proved erroneous ; 
for that noble lord took a course so different from 
my pre-suppositions, and displayed a degree of 
political erudition so far beyond me, that, when 
I arose^ the confusion between my prepared 
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Ihdught^^ and those which were su^ested by the 
able discourse of the foregoing speaker^ was so 
greats that^ altliough I was not thrown into hesi- 
tation9 I got so wide of the point before me^ as 
to be called to order with great vehemence and 
some propriety from the opposite side of the 
house. This proved confusion worse confounded; 
and though I proceeded with ion^e degree of spi- 
rit and recovery, I sat down, at length, with much 
self-dissatisfaction ; nOr liad I reason to think, 
from the sdcceeding part of the debate, that I had 
•made any impression on those within the bar, 
whatever I might have done among the tribe of 
curious listeners without it. 

This is the true, unvarnished state of the case; 
and, from the circumstances of it, I have formed 
a resolution, which, 1 trust, you will approve, — 
to make no more such studied preparation. I 
will give the announced subjects all the considera* 
tion they deserve, acquire all the knowledge of 
them m my power, from my general principles, 
and leave their particular arrangement, with the 
necessary shape, dress, and delivery, to the cir^ 

-cumstances and impressions of the moment — 
When a senator is to take the lead in a debate^ in 
order to introduce a projected motion of his own> 
or is engaged to second that of another, he may 

.enter upon his task with the most minute verbal 
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preparatioit; but, when be is to take his cstsaui 
turn, be mu«sl trust to liis feelings of the moment; 
opemtiiig upon die knowledge of the moment. 
If a man, vi^ith the common gifts of speech, pos- 
fieases a good store of the latter, he may be soon 
habituated to yield himself to the former, with a 
certain assurance of ac^iring an important poli- 
tical reputation. 

' In American 2S2ATS I have ever possessed a 
•perfect uniformity of opinion. My doctrine has 
ever been, that legislation' involves in it every pos- 
sible power and exercise of civil government. 
For this principle I shall never cease to contend ; 
though I am forced unwillingly to acknowledge, 
that the ministerial means of supporting it have, 
i«t times, been very erroneous. But you may be 
assured, that, if some better plans for reinstating 
Great Britain in the liiU dominion of her revolted 
colonies be not pursued, (an event which huma- 
nity at first, succeeded by mis-information and 
. later indecision, has so unfortunately delayed, but 
which is still practicable,) ministers shall hear the 
deep-toned energy of my reproach: I will lift up 
my voice i^ainst their timid and indecisive ooun- 
sels. My political career, at least, shall not be 
marked wi^ (hshonour. 

I cannot do better than, with the fedingi^ of 
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the present moment^ to assure jou of my moot 
grateful acknowledgments for the regard you 
have shown^ on so many occasions^ to 

Your most faithful, &€• 



LETTER LV- 

Indeed, my frlend^you are quite wild on the 

subject of eloquence. It may adorn our parli^ 

mentary debates, but it will not save our country. 

It is an adventitious qualification that will do but 

little/ unless other more substantial talents and 

attainments are in alliance wilh it. An orator, in 

Qcero's definition of thei character, in which, I 

• suppose, he designed to comprehend himself, 

combines every thing which is great in human 

nature; but the mere man of words, metaphors, 

. and impud^ice, in which, you may tell me, I 

. should comprehend myself, is nothing more than 

K an u^^ul tool in dbie bauds of superior direction. 

You are very sensible, but you mistake my 
sense, I did not declare it to be my opinion that 
we: bad no orators among us, but that there was a 
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inet&BchoIy dearth of real statesmen. Perhapsr 
there never was a period^ in the annals of this of 
any other country^ which has produced more able 
public speakers than that wherein we live. The 
system of attack and defence, displayed every ses- 
sion in both Houses of Parliament, producesr speci- 
mens of oratorical abilitieiy which would have done 
honour to any nation at any period. Eloquence 
is a powerful auxiliary to great political talents ; 
but it is nothing without them, — I mean, as to 
any great line of national utility. Mr. Edmund 
BurkCy who is a prodigy in his kind, will never 
make a leading statesman. I do not know, nor 
have 1 ever heard of, any man who could deliver 
such a rapid^ correct, adorned, and highly-finished 
oration, as frequently proceeds from the instan* 
taneous impulse of this gentleman's illuminated 
faculties. As a scholar, as a man of universal 
knowledge, as a writer, he is the object of my 
most sincere admiration; but, in my opinion, be 
would never figure in office beyond the Board of 
Trade. Charles Fox's abilities and elocution are 
of a decided superiority; but, out of the senate, 
their exertions would be of dubious expectation. 
If the formation of a new ministry were to fall to 
my lot^ Charles could not be engaged in a more 
busy part than is generally allotted to a Vice- 
Treasurer of Ireland. As for Colonel B ■, 
'nature designed him for the service of attack : he 



is nothing but in the House of Commons^ nor 
does he figure. ther^ but in opposition. To 
muzzle the mastiff^ he must have a place ; for, 
while he sat on the treasury-bench^ he was dumb^ 
and opened not his moiith. Lord Weymouth is 
not an orator; but he delivers his good^sense with 
a very becoming dignity* The Duke of G — — g 
speeches are words y xvords, words ; but are accom- 
panied with an imposing air of consequence, 
which tells you, in every look, gesture, and 
expression^ what the speaker thinks of himself. 

Lord C an orator ! — Where was yoiu* reflec*- 

tion fled, or in what quarrel had yon engaged with 
reason and judgment, when you made such a mis^ 
taken declaration I Believe me, my dear friend, 
he possesses nothing but a little literary spangled 
kind of embroidered politics ; pretty, decorative, 
and in fashion ; but without any thing like solidity 
of abilities, or permanency of character. I could 
never view him in any other light, not even wheR 
he presided at a commission, whose history should 
be blotted from the annals of Great Britain.— 
Our present Palinurus is by no means deserving 
of that contempt, which some men, very much 
his inferiors in every thing, think proper to throw 
upon him; and the secretary for the American 
department ranks high among our modem poli- 
ticians : — nor must Lord Shelburne be forgotten, 
who possesses, in a brilliant degree, the gift of 
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utteranoe^ and is aperfect v^-n^cum in polUiOTi 
I bear' a willing testimony to Lord Camden's vi- 
gorous undefBtaodiog ; and I possess an keredit^iy 
admiration of Ij)rd Mamfield's very superior 
^talents and character :*-~biit the kading lawyers^ 
kowever able or l«amed> do not come within fbe 
compass of our present cKsdriminationSt B|it all 
•tlie rioquenoe on whtdi you build your faopes^ and 
all the abUikiei wfaieh our leading men posses8> 
if brought into one aggre^te mass of ppliticid 
.Indents; would not compose that consummate 
character on whom a nation m^t repose widi 
confidence and ^curity. Is there a man among 
us vfho can claim an equal share of ministerial 
.reputation with Mr. Ptlham or Mr. George 
GrentUlei 

But I must add, for our consolation^ that our 
enemies cannot boast of vny intellectual superi*^ 
'ority over us :^~their mistakes have kept pace with 
'Our errors: — the catalogue of their blunders is 
-not less bulky than our owif. Besides^ we still 
:bear ourselves like a great people ; we do not 
discover any marks of despondency ; and^ I trusty 
'^ve shall continue to support our national charac-* 
iter, to the confusion of our enemies^ and the final 
•glory of our country. 
• 

' I have this day been informed^ that Dr. Price^ 



the Dr> Brown of the pre^nt day^ bas been for** 
mally and solemnly invited by the Congress^ to take 
upon him the formation and auperintendency of 
their Exchequer. It woutd gladden my very 
soul to hear that he was embarked for America ; 
though^ I fear^ hp^t/(H} much of a self- politician 
to take such a st^p. The labours of his theolo- 
gical accompting-bouse would be of iio, small 
service to ijreat Britain^ if diey were employed 
beyond the Atlantic* This reverend gentleman^ 
in his sad vlaticinations of British downM> shelters 
himself beneath' the double .character of a poll-* 
tical prophet and christiiem divine. If Americci 
should filially become indepeMi^tj the prophet 
will then exult in the accomplishment of an event 
which he has kmg foretold : if^ on the contrary^ 
the power of- Ctreat Britmn over her coiolHes 
should be re^estsMished^ the t^alvinisticalcant of 
the divine must display itself^ in an humble iub^ 
missive resignation to the dispeneiatioiis of Hea^ 
vcn. . . ? 

, I am> with great rogard^ &Cf 
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LETTER LVL 



MY DEAR SIR5 

I ACKNOWLEDGE, with a very serious 090- 
cem, the indecisive and sluggish spirit of the pre- 
sent administration. This political temper of our 
leading statesmen was amiable in its origin, per- 
haps pardonable in its progress, but is equally 
unaccountable and disgraceful, to say no worse, 
at this very important period. The humanity of 
the Royal breast, co-operating with the moderate 
spirit of his immediate councils, ^nd the general 
disposition of the nation, produced those linger- 
ing measures in the beginning of the present trou- 
Ues, which encouraged the insolenpe of demo- 
4:ratic ambition. If half the regiments, which 
have hitherto been employed In vain, with a pro- 
portionable fleet, had crossed the Atlantic at the 
early period of American revolt, the mis-shapen 
legions of rebellion would have been awed into 
submission, and the numerous loyal inhabitants 
would have had a strong hold to which they 
might have resorted for protection, instead of 
being urged, by the hopes of preserving their me- 
naced property, to Join the standard of rebellion. 



to i«4iich, by seduction, by habit, or by necessity; 
many of them vowed, and some of them have 
proved, their fidelity. 

• This humane disposition of government to- 
wards the colonies, which has proved a fatal error 
in the politics of our day, naturally led to another, 
■which arose from the placing a confidence in, and 
drawing their intelligence from, men, some of 
whom, I imagine, were as deficient in judgment 
as the rest were in honesty — I mean the Ameri- 
can refugees. By their suggestions ministers were 
influenced to continue the inactive line of con- 
duct, till independence was thundered in their 
ears, and circumstances seemed to announce that 
alliance, which has since taken place between the 
natural enemies of this country and its revolted 
subjects. Permit me to observe, that, in the 
«arly period of diis unhappy business, the nation 
at large seemed indisposed to adopt the measures 
of fire and sword. The people, very generally, 
hoped and believed, that the alternate anathemas 
and conciliatory propositions of our acts of par- 
liament, would have answered their beneficial in- 
tentions of quieting the disorders of the colonies; 
and I verily believe, if, at the period to which I 
allude, a parliamentary motion had been made to 
provide for the sending a large fleet and army, 
* with an active design, to America, that mitii&t<«\iL 
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j>6wer woi^ liave met witfa a veiry luifneixiils. 
respectable opposition : nor would tbe Immi 
of the nation at large have been satisfied with 
design which portended the slaughter of Britisl 
subjects; while faction would have lifted ap it 
voice against it, as being framed upon the priiK»*| 
pie of extending, with drawn swords, and bayonets 
£xed, the powers of corruption, and the influence 
of tbe crown. I again repeat, diat, at this tim^, 
there was a very general aversion in the British 
nation from entering seriously into the contest; 
for, even after the Americans had published their 
.sepfirntion from Great Britain, and hostilities were 
actually comtneuoed, the exertions of British va- 
lour were languid ; and the rebels, at least on tbe 
sea, gained more advanti^es than they have since 
done with the open alliance of France and the 
secret aid of Spain. When that unnatural union 
took place, tbe Briti$h nation underwent a pretty 
general and very sudden change in sentiments.; 
and many of the mo^ rational friends of America 
could no longer consider its inhabitants as fellow- 
subjects, when diey humbly implored the ready 
ambition of France to support them in their diso- 
bedience to their lawful sovereign* 

At this period, I must acknowledge that my 
expectations w^ broad awake to the jnost vigor- 
ous exertions of the British govenuncnU I did 
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not doulit but !h^ genius of itiy tountry would 
BTKse and shake his spean Aksl-Mine general 
*W£is appointed ^pon a principle of reconciliiation, 
^nd he does not reconcile; — a second is named, 
and accoutred beyotid example, for cfxecution, and 
he executes nothings A third succeeds, and new 
<3xpe€tdtions are on the wing. Imniense expenses 
we iiicwred, the national debt enormously in- 
"Ctez&edy and no substantial advantages are obtain- 
-ed. At length my patience is almost exhausted; 
I begin to vie^ the indecisive spirit of ministi^ in 
a Criminal light ; and, if sonte promising symp- 
40tn6 of a change in their measures do not appear 
at the meeting of parliament, I will repeat what 
I have now written, and much more, in theii" very 
teeth. ITie place I hold shall not bribe me from 
letting loose the angry spirit of my reproach against 

But another scene is opening that is pregnant 
with more alarm, and may bring oiv a contest 
more trying to this nation than the Transatlantic 
commotions, and the ambition of France. — I al- 
lude to the growing discontents of Ireland. You 
must too well know that there pre, .at this mo- 
ment, thirty thousand independent men in arms in 
that kingdom, who have erected their own stand- 
.iirdd, and are prepared either td^pei a foreigkt 
iovasioa^ or to resist ddthestic tyr^riy. 'Thk* Itikh 
^fcd¥€^ l«9^ b^ an ^d]^f>teiss«d ^^% \ ^V<s^^^^^!^ 
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ston has not quenched their spirit^ and they' have 
seized on the present favourable moment to de-* 
mand justice ; nay, if they were to demand more 
than justice, England is not in a situation to refuse 
it. — But of these matters I shall soon be better 
informed ; and you may be assured of being the 
first repository of my future and more mature opi- 
nions. This is rather a disheartening subject. — It 
demands my utmost resolution to look towards the 
storm which is gath^Hi^g in the sister-kingdom. If, 
however, that can be dissipated, and the bond of 
peace, which is already cracked^ be restored, my 
fears will vanish, and I shall np longer doubt but 
that Great Brilahi a/nd Irelathd, in spite of Ame- 
rican rebellion, of foreign foes, of an indecisive, 
timid, procrastinating ministry^ and of a noisy, 
malicious, hungry fact^pn^ will work out their 
own salvation^ and close th^ present contest with 
added glory, 

I am, &c. 
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I WILIa endVvour to obey your commands, and^ 
if possible, to compress my unprepared reflecticms 
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is respectable for rank, property/ an4 abilities^ 
but it is feeble aad unimportant^ from the nar- 
rowness of its plans^ as well as the want of a 
sincere conticlence^ a firm union^ and^ as I 
shrewdly suspect^ a general political integrity in 
the parties that compose it. They all readily ac- 
cord in opposition to the measures of government^ 
but differ^ not only in the manner, but in the time, 
of exertion. They all agree to go forth against 
the enemy ; but each distinct body follows its owu 
leader^ and chooses its own mode of attack ; they 
never unite but for the purpose of tlie moment ; 
by which means^ that slroug-compacted, lasting 
force, which y directed to one point, and at one 
instance^ would scatter alaim Uirough any admi*- 
nistration, is frittered down i|ito a \ariety of de- 
sultory operations, whicli M^uld disgrace the 
meanest ministerial apprehensioii. 

The warmest friend of government cannot deny^ 
that in tlie minority there are. men of sound 
principle and proved integrity. They are, indc^, 
but few in number, and may be easily d^in- 
guished from those who are influenced yl^y the 
xlaBmon of disappointed ambition, the fuLy of des- 
perate faction, and the suggestions 911 personal 
rancour. It has been a matter of surprise to many 
sensible reflecting persons, that th#m)position did 
aiot use every posible means, to obtain the aid and 
xrouotenance of Lord Chatham's ;)i|i»!L\\k^^)^dsA^^^^ 




'centrate, -as it were, llicir scattered ray? in lite 
focus of that great man's character. Under such 
a leader they might have acted with effect, and 
knocked so loud at the door of administration, as 
to have made ev'ery member of it tremble, even 
in the most secret and guarded recesses of the 
cabinet. But sucli a coalition was vvhoHy imprac- 
ticable, even if the veteran statesman had been 
free from those bodily infinnities which so seldom 
permitted him of late to step for^ to any pnblie 
tjxertion. If m^- except J^wflf CamdeTi, there is 
not one of the leading actors of opi>ositioH, m ho 
has not, at some time or othei*, calumniated, de* 
ceived, deserted, or, in some manner, mis'-treatcd 
this great man. Lord S — — ^'s oi^atorical echo 
made his first entrdiice into- tlie House ©f Com- 
mons -notorious, by flying, as it were, at bis very 
throat : and yet tins man has been proiid to bedr 
the armorial banner at his funeral. The first day 
on which the Earl of Chatham took his seat in 
e House ef Peers, tlie Duke of II— — was 
fcr^d to bow beneath its reproof for insulting 
him.^ The Duke of G— — ,. who, to wse his own 
Xrt)rds> had accepted the seals merely- to trail a pik« 
under tlie command of so distinguislied' a polhi*- 
cian, wheirr advanced to a higher post, turned ?m 
«ngry face against the leader whom lie bad dc* 

serted. EiFcn Ae M- of R-^ ', wl>en at the 

head of bis short-lived administration, w^» vain 
enou^ tx> affctt a rcCusal of-Mr.' jPi##^^ Bissis^ 



<T< 



ftnoe. The conduct of. sucli meo^ tfiotigri It tai^kt 
be despised, could not be entirely effaced from 
liis mind by all the submissive homage they after- 
wards paid him ; and though he may have since 
.lived with some of them in the habits of o<jca- 
sional intercourse, you may be assured,- if his 
health had permitted a re-.entrance into the pub- 
lic service, that he would have never engaged ill 
tlie views of men whom he could not trust. ; The 
ministry, I believe, sejit somewhat of aa embassy 
to him, which he tiQated with contempt : and if 

Lord S e, in an occasional visit to Ilaye^, 

undertook a similar, business, on tbe part of oppo- 
sitioUji I doubt not biit the answer he.received> 
though, perhaps,, more softened,- bad its cdncomi- 
4aut mortiiicatiotf. During the^ last years^ of hi# 
venerable life he seemed to stand alone ;^ Of made 
liis commttnications to no one but Lord Camden,^ 
whom - . ; 
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-He faitluul fouricl among die fai(hles8> 



Faithful' only lie.- 



• «^- 



The grave is now closed upon- that illustrio^fi 
iftatesman, and his splendid .orb is, 9et for ev^c. 
Tflierc was that in his character which gave him^ja. 
very distinguished superiority over the rest of man- 
I^incL He was the greatest wait-minister this kingr 
dom ever knew y and the four years of his adminir 
stration form the most brilliant period that the 
jBritieh amiids^ pi* perhaps thos« of th^ w<Mkld^<:»sv 
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produce. They who aim at the diminution of his 
glor}', and that of his country, by attributing the 
rapid change of national affairs, under his admi- 
nistration, to chance, and the fortunate circum- 
stances of the moment, must be slaves to the most 
rooted prejudice, the foulest envy, or the darkest 
ignorance. To the more brilliant part of his life, 
let me add, that he was a minister who detested 
the arts of corruption, set his face against all court 
as well as cabinet intrigues, and quitted his im- 
portant station with unpolluted hands. It is a 
great national misfortune, that the mantle of this 
political patriarch has not been caught by any 
of his successors. We are not deficient in men 
of genius, and both Houses of Parliament give 
daily examples of eloquence, Tvhich Rome and 
Athens never excelled; nevertheless, there does 
,not appear to be a man in the kingdom with that 
power of understanding, depth of knowledge, ac- 
tivity of mind, and strength of resolution, suffi- 
cient to direct our harassed empire. There are 
many among us, who are capable of being second 
in command, and filling all the subaltern depart- 
ments with adequate ability ; but the state as well 
as the army wants a commander-in-chief. The 
truncheon is become little more than an useless 
trophy, as a hand fit to grasp it is no longer to be 
found. 

In bearing my poor testimony to the mana of 
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Lord Chatham, I have yielded to the impulse of 
my very soul. In this imperfect act of veneration 
I can have no interest, for the object of it is gone 
where the applause of this world cannot reach 
him ; and as I ventured to differ from him when 
alive^.aud delivered the reasons of my difference 
lo his face, what motive can there be for me to 
flatter him now be is no more ? To oppose the 
sentiments of that venerable statesman was an 
undertaking; which shook my verv frame* Mv ut* 
most resolution, strengthened by a sense of duty* 
and the laudable ambition of supporting what I 
conceived to be right, against the proudest namesf, 
could not' sustain me. You, I believe, were prcr 
sent, when I sunk down, and became silent, be- 
neath the imposing superiority of his abiUties: 
but I did not feel it a defeat to be vanquished by 
him : 



-nee tam 



Turpe fait vinci, quain cootendisse decorum est. 



LETTER LVIIl. 

Your letter arrived, most opportunely, to 
awaken me from the slumbering errftni of a toi?- 
^tte. I wa? actually in (he power of my valet, do 
diambre, w|ieu it c;)ime to delight as well as In- 
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Wrwct me; and I have proposed »* troce ■ wit^ 
powder, pomaturn, and psipillote^, tp encourage ^ 
thought which instantaneously arose from my sir 
tuation, and may, in its progress, produije a suiu 
able answer to your philosophic epistle, 

That vei7 important and unexpected effect^ 
arise from the most trivial causes, is to be disco*' 
vered in every page of histoiy, as well as in every 
line of the passing volume of life. Circumstance?, 
to all appearance the. most inconsequential ancl 
insignificant, have not only dipped thousands of 
pens in the bitter ink of controversy, produced 
infinite envy, heart-burning, and calumny, but 
have also turned the ploughshare and the pruning^ 
hook into weapons of bloodshed and destruction-. 



Turning away, with alarm, from the subject at 
large, which would be little kss than the history 
of the world, permit me to call your attention to 
the virulent animosities which have been created, 
among a large and powerful- part of mankind, in 
different ages, by the modes of dressing the hair, 
wearing beards, and weaving periwigs. It is a 
dressing-room subject, and, beir^ arrayed in all 
the satiu dignity of a ro6e? de chambrej I feel my- 
self inspired to pursue it. 

' • ■ 

It is not with any view to instruct you, that I 
Hfjentiou the great veneration which; in former 



4^«a$ ^fts^boenp^cl to tbis hiiio but to give ^ome^ 
'M'hat of orifer aqd arrangement to the weighty 
matter tinder my un^lediate^cpnsideration. Tliat 
the tresses of pious virgins were thought an ao*> 
cepCable offering to their tutelary goddess, is we\l 
known by every classical student; nor is it less an 
object of common literary knowledge; tlvat, among 
the Greeks and Romans, the first-fruits of tlie 
human temples, as well as of the chin, were claims 
ed with great ceremony, by the altars of Bacchus, 
Neptune, and other presiding divinities.- In-latei' 
times, but in the early part of our aera (you per- 
ceive I write as a Christian), an oath, was supposed 
to demand instant conviction, when a man swore 
by his hair ; and. the act of salutation was nevei* 
so graceftil or acceptable, as when it was accomf 
panied by the plucking a haii' from* the head, 'and 
presenting it to the person who was the object of 
respectful attention. Tlie offering the hair to bb 
cut was an acknowledgment of sovereignty, and 
an acceptance of the offer* was' considered as an 
assurance of adoption. The cerfy or bondsman, 
was distinguished by tlie ^shortness of his hair-; 
and the insolvent debtor, on resigning -himself .tD 
the future service : of his creditor, presented the 
potent scissars, whose instant sharpness was afi^- 
plied to his flowing locks, the marks of that fre^ 
dora he nO longer possessed ^ 
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,Long Itaif being, at this period, xkv^ ^v^<\s\^c^c«r 
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iiig proof of a gentleman^ and^ of course, an ob- 
ject of great care and attention^ became a subject 
for pulpit sarcasm ; and religious oratory did not 
fail to make the churches echo with the crime of 
toilette assiduity. At lengthy however, some of 
the younger clergy, sighing after the appearance 
of fashionable life, ventured upon the reigning 
mode, and gave a new ton to clerical coej^ure, 
which was soon adopted by a long train of their 
complying brethren. This schism in dress caused 
the ecclesiastics to turn the tide of invective from 
the lay world to each other, and produced a divi- 
sion in the ctmrch, which drew, forth, through no 

\ small period, the retaliating menaces of damna- 
tion from the long-chaired and short-haired cler- 
gy. Saint Paul, it seems, who, by the perver- 
sions of his successors, has been the innocent 
cause of much uneasiness in the world, was held 
forth as having, by apos*tolic authority, forbidden 
his own sex to suffer their hair to fall below the 
shoulder, and granted the luxuriant tresses to flow 
only as a covering for female charms. There 
seems to be some taste as well as wantonness in 
the regulation ; but, as I do not possess, among 
my many hereditary talents, the qualification to 
become a commentator on the sacred writings, or 
tfie champion of an injured apostle, I shall take 
leave of the subject, and proceed to another 
stumbling-block of offence, and angry source of 

controversy, which tVie biuuxasi cliin has so amply 

afforded. 
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The respect which has been shown to the 
beard, in all parts of the civilized, and in some 
parts of the uncivilized, world, is well known to 
the slightest erudition ; nay, a certain prejudice in 
its favour still exists even in the countries where 
the razor has long been omnipotent. This im- 
pression seems to arise, very naturally, from the 
habit of associating with it those ideas of experi- 
ence and wisdom, of which it is the emblem. It 
cannot wait upon the follies of youth ; — its bushy 
and descending honours are not known to grace 
the countenance of early life : and though it may 
be said, in some degree, to grow with our growth, 
and strengthen with our strength, it continues to 
flourish in our decline, and attains its most ho- 
nourable form and beauty, when the knees trem- 
ble, the voice grows shrill, and the pate is bare. 

When the bold, and almost blasphemous, pencil 
of the enthusiastic painter has aimed at repre- 
senting the Creator of the world upon the can- 
vas, a flowing beard has ever been one of the 
characteristic and essential marks of the Supreme 
Divinity. The pagan Jupiter, and the graver in- 
habitants of Olympus, would not be known with- 
out this majestic ornament. Philosophy, till our 
smock-faced days, has considered it as the appro- 
priate symbol of its profession. Judaic super- 
stition, Egyptian wisdom, Jtttic elegance, and 
'Roman virtue^ have bettiits tfwi4\k\tXRs^ft\^.^^ 
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mnk^ it m oi^ect.of dissentioB;^;and' altematefy to 
consider it as a sigu of orthodoxjj. or the standard 
4)f h^eresy^ was reserved for the fantastical zeal of 
the cbiistian chiuch. 

In HKM'e modern tinies^ not only provincial and 
•patlonal^ but general councils have been convened^ 
synods have been summoned^ ecclesiastical con- 
gregations and cloistered chapters of every denct- 
minatioii have been assembled^ to consider^ s^t 
different periods, the character of this venerable 
growth of the human visage. Infinite disputes 
,have been^ of course, ei:igendered, sometimes with 
jespect to. its form, nt other times in regard to its- 
existence* Religion, interested itself, in one 
age, in cpnteuding • for tliat pointed form to^ 
which nature cotidMcts it: at a, succeeding, 
period, anathemas have been denounced against 
those who refused togive it a rounder shape ; and 
to these other denimciations have followed, whic^ 
changed it to the square, or the scollop. .But 
while religious gaprioe, — for religion,, sorry am I 
to say it, seems to be troubled with caprices, quar^ 
relied about fp.nn and shape, the disputes were 
couliued within the pale of the western church.; 
bat when tlie beard lessened into whiskers* and 
the scythe of ecclesiastical discipline threatened to 
mow down every hair from off the face, the east 
sounded the alarm, and the churches of Asia and 
jif'rka took up thg caui^Cj ancj supported^ with' a^l 
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.^Aie violence of argument and vemonstrance^ iKose 
hoDOurs of the chin that they jstill preseive^ ancji 
to which the existing inliabitants of those climates 
>offeF up a perpetual incense. 

In the history of the Gallic diurch, (for, by 

some unaccountable accident^ I have sometimes 

stumbled upon a page of ecclesiastical story,) the 

scenes of religious comedy still live in description 

— For example : — ^a bearded bishop appears at 

the door of a cathedral, in all die pomp of |)re- 

lacy, and demands installation to the diocese t<l 

which he is appointed. He is tliere met by a 

troop of beardless canons, and refused admittance^ 

unless he will employ the golden scissars they pre* 

•sent to- him^ to cut that flowing ornament from 

his face, which they would think disgnace to their 

own, as well as to the religion they profess. This 

-same history, eWo, is not barren of examples, 

nvherethe sturdy prelate hat» tuvned indignant from 

4he disgracefiat pro|)osal, and s^Migfat the enforcing 

«id of sovereign power, which has not always been 

fible, withoHt much difficulty, to compel the r©^ 

loctant cbaplec to acknowledge a. bearded dio^ 

-cesan^ Others, unwilling' to risk or delay the 

,power and wealth of an episjcopal throne, for the 

-sake of a^ cmnbrous bush of hair, have^ by the 

ready Sacrifice of their boarder, been inetalltd amid 

acclamations and hosannas, as disgraceful as they 
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eiilous, but it is no less true, that some of these 
bishops have compounded the matter with their 
Jrefractory clergy, in giving up the greater part of 
the beard, but retaining the growth of tlie upper 
lip in the form of whiskers. The idea of a bishop 
en moustaches must trouble the spirit of a modern 
Christian ; but such there have been,who, in the act 
of sacrificing to the God of peace, have exhibited 
the fierce terrific aspect of a German pioneer. 

At length, the persecuted beard, which has 
been the object of such faithful veneration, finds 
in our quarter of the globe, if we except the cor- 
ner of European Turkey, its only asylum in the 
capuchin cloister ; unless we add the casual pro- 
tection which is given to it by tlie fanatical Jew, 
or mendicant hermit. 

Tlie mg, peruke, or periwigs with the clerical 
tonsure, havfe been the cause of as much eccle- 
siastical contention, as tlie Arian and Athanasian 
schisms. The last century experienced all its fury, 
which would not have given way to less important 
events, than the edict of Nantes, and the ques- 
tions oiJansenius, The former turned bigotry to 
a more engaging object, and lost common sense in 
astonishment ; while the latter opened a new vent 
in the combustious volcano of religious discord* 

The £ist wig wluch is uv^ntioaed ii» hisVoqr 
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was the hairy skin of a goat, which the daughtef 
of Saul \h related to have employed to save the . 
life of her husband. In a succeeding age, Jfeiio- 
phon makes mention of the perivvig of AstyageSy 
the grandfather of Cyrus ; and describes the asto- 
hisliment which seized the royal boy on beholding 
his ancestor so majestically covered. Suidas and 
Tacitus both bear testimony that Hannibal of 
Carthage wore a peruke, and that his wardrobe 
was furnished with a very large assortment of 
wigs of all kinds, fashions, and colours, not only 
for the purpose of magnificence, but also from the 
policy wliich frequently obliged him to change 
his appearance. 

The Romans, and, in particular, the fashionable 
ladies of Rome, had great recourse to false hair. 
That of a white colour was the ton in OvkTs 
days ; and it was imported from Gennany, where 
it was common. 

Nunc tibi captivos mittet Germania crines; 
Culia triuniphatac Diunere gentis cris. 

This courtly gallant poet is very severe \x\Km 
the custom ; Martial has made it tlie subject of 
several epigrams ; and JurfMc// charges Mesnalina 
tvith wearing the adscititious ornament of her head 
.to obtain concealment in the pursuit of her de- 
baucheries. The ladies of the present day may, 
Iherefore^ shelter themselves beVixtA >ia& ^gLv-i^wc 



^^tirava^BCe of the lemala Bomans.^ — ^Tbe')att«f 
imported their borrowed locks from a foreign 

•CQiintry^ while the former are contented wrili th« 
spoils of death in their own^ and do not shudder 
at mingling with their own tresses^ such as ai^e 
furnished by tlie fatal hand of disease in liospitaU 
and infirmariesu 

Louis the Thirteeiitli of France^, having lost h^s 
liair^.wae obliged to ask^ or^ as he was king^ I 
should rather say command^ the comfortable aid 
of a periw^ ; and the necessity of the sovereign 
cut ojQf all the hair of his fasiuanaUe subjecta. 
Louis the Fourteenth annexed great dig^iity to hi$ 
peruke, which he increased to an enoniious size, 
^amd B^ide a lion's mane the object of its siinUitrirde. 
That monarch, who daily studied the part of i 
king, was never seen with his head uncoveied but 
•by the barber wiio shaved him. It was not h\$ 
practice to exchange his wig for a nightrcap , t^ 
he was enclosed by his .curtains, when aj)age re- 
ceived the former from his hand, and delivered it 
to him in the morning before he undrew them. 
The f^tare of die great JBottrton must, at liMes, 
fhave been truly ridiculous. But of ridici>lo«s Ib- 
gtires — ^hadlli%ed in the reign of good Qnten 
Anne, my thf^ead paiper form aad baby face rmat 
have beeai adorned with a iWIWbottomed periw^ 
,as large as tliat which bedecksf the kead.aDA 
-sbovddets of Mc.- Jjaatace Blactetoiu>5^\vV«sBL.bfc 



£41 

scowk at die unhappy culprit ^rbo is arraigned 
before him. 

It is, I believe, very generally known, that 
diere is no small number of the clergy who love 
a little of the toriy as well as the ungodly lay- 
men: the question, therefore, of wearing wigs, 
with the form of ecclesiastical tonsure, became a 
matter of bitter controversy ; and the first petit- 
niaitre of a clergyman, who was bold enough to 
appear in a wig, was called le patriarche des 
ecclesiastiques emperruques. At this time was 
published, the famous book in favour of periwigs 
with the admirable title of Absalom, whose me- 
lancholy fate was caused by his hair ^ and I re-^ 
member, in the humorous exhibition of sign- 
painters, with which I think Bonnel Thornton 
amused the town some years ago, that he adopted 
this idea, in a representation of the Jewish prince 
suspended in mid air, as related in holy writ, 
which was entitled A Sign for Peruke-^makers. 
Tom Wdrton of Oxford wrote a little Latin 
jeu d* esprit on the subject of wigs, with their ap- 
plications and effects, of which it concerns me to 
remember no more than that it possessed his usual 
latinity and classical humour. Hogarth, also, 
employed his pencil to ridicule the full-bottom$> 
especially the Aldermanic ones, of the last coro- 
mtion, with his accustomed success. But of the 
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histories tliat relate to this subject^ the most ex» 
traordinary, and which will be hardly credited bj 
posterity, is the petition delivered by the peruke- 
makers of London to his present Majesty^ pray- 
ing hiud, for the benefit of their trade, to resume 
the wig he had been pleased to lay aside : and,— 
what adds to the ridicule as w^U as the impudence 
of the measure, — I have been informed^ by a 
spectator of their procession, that a considerable 
number of them actually wore their hair, though 
they opeuly avowed the sacrilegious wish to pluck 
that ornament from the pate of sovere^ty. 

In the Augustan age of the Roman empire, 
the wit and the satirist have employed their 
different weapons against the prevailing atten* 
tions to the decorations of the hair ; and Seneca, 
in one of his epistle8> writes, with solemn indig- 
nation, against the Roman toilettes, which he de- 
scribes in the |>recise form and process of our 
own. Some of the fathers Were eqiuilly severe 
against the fen^e coquettes 6f their time; as 
their denunciations seem to be more particulariy 
levelled at the fairer part of the creation Ckie of 
them, in particular, declares, that they who' em- 
ploy tlieir hours in 'arranging their liair, instead 
of p^formuig the duty of Christians, sacrifice to 
Cotys, who is the goddess of im^Mirity, and to 
PriapaSf who is the god of it If this be lnie> 



£43 

v^hat a more than pagan age is renewed among 
os! 

But^ to conclude my unsuspected learning on 
Ais subjec^^ I must add die curious reproach of 
Tertullian against the high head^dressts, as well 
as die practice of ^^mg the hair, so prevalent m 
his day. He concludes his earnest address^ on 
ihis subject^ to the kdies^ by impressing on their 
attention the sacred text, that we cannot make an 
hair white or black, or cause the least addition to 
our stature ; and reproaches them on employing 
the above-mentioned arts of die toilette to effect 
both these purposes, and thereby giving an express 
lie to the divine declaration of the gospel. 

Petit^maitreism (excuse a new-fangled word) 
has existed at all periods, in all countries, and in 
every situation. Private peace has been disturbed 
by' it ; and the spirit of Christianity has been lost 
in its contentions. It found its way into the clois- 
ter; it has accompanied the hermit in his cell ; 
and the Hottentot does not escape its influence : 
nay, the patriot Roman and the hardy Goth have 
condescended to become coxcombs : Theodoric, a 
well known Gothic prince, is related to have had 
an officer, who, when the barber had finished his 
beard, was employed to pluck every remaining 
hair from his face which might interrupt its smooth:- 
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ness. Casar used to say^ that his soldiers fought 
better when they were perfumed ; and, according 
to Plutarchy Surena, general of the Parthians, 
and the bravest man of the nation, painted his 
fiace. The French do not suffer the most refined 
effeminacy of their toilettes to extinguish their 
gallant spirit, and, at the command of their sove- 
reign, they rush from all the silken softness of 
luxury, to the hardships of camps and the dan- 
gers of battle. 

Whether you will be of opinion with me, that 

man is a petit-maitre by nature, or, to express 

myself more philosophically, a coxcomical animal, 

I cannot tell ; but I have, in the course of these 

reflections, wrought myself so fully into the belief 

of it, that, under the future operations of my fri- 

i^eur, I shall look, in the glass before me, with the 

complacent patience of a man, conscious that he 

is acting under the common impidse which go* 

vems all mankind. 

Adieu ! 



7HB END. 



JOYCE GOLD, ?W»1^^> MtfMSrV^'S^* 
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